
Order of Worship 
December 27, 2020 

 
Welcome 
 
Prelude 
 
Call to Worship 
Leader: When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
People: God is there. 
Leader: When Jesus is presented at the temple, 
People: God is there. 
Leader: When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
People: God is there. 
Leader: When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
People: God is there. 
Leader: This very morning, 
People: God is with us. 
Leader: In the future we cannot see, 
People: God is with us. 
Leader: Wherever we are right this very minute, 
People: God is with us. 
All: Let us worship God! 
 
Opening Song 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
 
Ox and ass before Him bow, 
And He is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 



Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 
He hath opened heaven’s door, 
And we are blest forevermore 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 
 
Call to Confession 
Friends, God loves justice and despises wrongdoing, yet God is faithful to keep 
everlasting covenant with those who turn from sinful ways and strive earnestly for 
righteousness. Please pray with me as we confess our sins before God and one another. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Oh God, we long to be free of burdens that hold us captive. We long to be bearers of 
good news to the oppressed. We long to return to your favor. Forgive us for all the 
times we have failed to recognize you; in your mercy pardon our failings and loosen the 
chains of doubt that bind us. Grant us your promised salvation, for we pray in the name 
of the one who is love, our redeemer, Jesus.  
 

Silence is kept 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
God loves you. God blesses you with new beginnings and new life. God gives a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning. Sing, dance, rejoice! Never 
forget the gift of God’s redeeming grace.  
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Song 
Dona Nobis Pacem 



Dona nobis 
Pacem, pacem 
Dona nobis pacem. 
(repeat 2x) 
 
Children’s Time 
 
Scripture and Sermon 
Isaiah 61: 10-62:3 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations. 
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations 
shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a 
new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
Luke 2:22-40 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
"Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons."  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under 
the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 



"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 
And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed--and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 
Statement of Belief – An Advent Creed   
We believe in God, Source and incarnating power of the immense cosmic space and 
time, who personally knows and cares about each person in the small and most intimate 
moments of our lives.     
We believe in the divinely human Jesus, born of Mary, who emerged from among us to 
open our eyes to the presence of God working in all creation. We believe in Jesus who 
from the cross in agony found the strength to love and forgive those who betrayed, 
tortured, reviled and executed him, and who rose to offer comfort, love, forgiveness 
and hope and to entrust his mission to us.     
We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, working in and through creation to forgive and 
comfort, heal and rebuild communities of hope and love in universal solidarity. We 
believe in the global community of faiths living in that Spirit, invited to help bring the 
New Creation to birth in our time and on this Earth. We believe that we are a part of 
this community in Christ’s Spirit, called every day to spread this hope and comfort in 
rebuilding our communities, our Church, our nation, our world. We willing and 
grateful to live in this Spirit all the days of our lives and through our death and rebirth 
into everlasting life.  1 

1 Adapted from ADVENT: A CREED OF COSMIC PROPORTIONS. Cosmic Creed, by James Hug, SJ.    
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2013/12/01/advent-cosmic-creed/    

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2013/12/01/advent-cosmic-creed/


 
Offertory 
If you are able, please continue to send in your offering and pledge. If you are enrolled 
in electronic funds transfer, there is no need to do anything different. If you would like 
to give online using Paypal, click this link: bit.ly/FPCsterling 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
We thank you God, for this season of giving, and for the great gift you have given us in 
your son, Jesus. We bring these gifts in his name to be used for your glory. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Song 
Angels We Have Heard On High 
Angels we have heard on high,  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strain. 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Benediction 
 

 


