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Dear Friends, 

This morning, the late November sky was aglow, a watercolor painting of 

pink, lavender, gray and pale orange. As I looked at the beauty of the 

sunrise, I reflected on how much has changed over the last seven months. 

So much that we took for granted is now part of the before time: eating out, 

funerals, weddings, family gatherings, going out with friends… now 

holidays are completely changed too. But still, the sun rises and the seasons 

change, giving us a new opportunity to be about the important work of 

loving the world and each other, living in ways that glorify God, and 

finding joy and delight in each day. 

 

 

The season of Advent is an important and special season in our lives of faith. Before, we were 

excited to come into the church building and experience Advent worship, to take in the sights and 

songs and special moments of this time of anticipation. We can still experience the excitement, but 

this year we will be doing that from home. Our theme for Advent and Christmas this year is “Home 

for Christmas: Letters and Cards.”  

 

As the Worship and Music committee and the Worship Team worked together on this idea, they 

created some really wonderful ways for you to celebrate and worship together. Each week, we will 

explore a particular message together, in “letters” from scripture that lift up the themes of hope, 

promise, joy and legacy. You’ll hear these letters from the Bible as well as letters from members of 

our congregation, sharing their thoughts on the theme. In spite of the fact that we are all staying 

“Home for Christmas,” this season is going to be really special, because so many people have given 

so much energy toward making it so. 

 

The Worship and Music Committee: Audrey, Jane, Vicki and Dorothy, have done amazing work, 

preparing our weekly Advent reflections in worship, and designing and filling Advent bags for 

every household. They are true examples of serving with “energy, intelligence, imagination and 

love.” 
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Our Worship Team -  Rex, Amy, Nicole, and Nan - have done so much more than you see in our 

online worship. Design, editing, graphics, and video production are just some of the work they do in 

addition to music and worship. 

 

Samantha has done wonderful work in the office, making sure we have all that we need and keeping 

everything organized, on track, and moving forward. 

 

I’ve been mostly in charge of words – for devotions and orders of worship and such, and have been 

especially grateful for my dear colleagues Jim Camp and Dwight McCormick (a pastor in Ohio) for 

their collaboration on orders of worship and devotions. 

 

Now it is up to all of you, as you receive and respond to these gifts, to make this Advent and 

Christmas meaningful and joyful. I hope that you will join us online for worship, that you will 

utilize the items in your Advent bags, that you will send us your pictures of your candles and your 

nativity scenes, and that you will find your hearts lifted up to the hope, promise, joy, and legacy of 

this Advent season. 

 

Peace,  

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 

 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 

for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 

the LORD. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger." Luke 2:10-12 

 

How can we make room for joy? Just looking back over this historic year can cause our stress level 

to reach record highs! Sadly, many may be secretly hoping that December flies by so we can SLAM 

the door on 2020! As we think ahead to 2021, we may not take time to think of, let alone make room 

for, joy. The waiting, wonder, hope, and joy of Advent cannot be another casualty of the Corona 

Virus pandemic.  Advent provides us the opportunity to live in the present, being mindful of all 

that has happened in the past, as we await the Joy of a new beginning. 

 

So again, how do we make room for Joy? The four weeks of Advent could provide a wonderful 

opportunity for us to think about all we’ve been through this past year---and how with God’s help, 

we’ve adapted.  A great example is the colorful heart filled windows that popped up all over the 

country to share positivity, hope, and beauty as we practiced social distancing.  In the midst of this 

huge heartache, we were able to share joy by simply pasting a colorful heart to our windows. 

 

On the third Sunday of Advent, we will do our best to help you make room for Joy! Joy Sunday has 

always been the day our children presented their Christmas play, and this year, we plan to keep up 

the tradition. As you all well know, our children's program comes in all shapes and sizes. We’ve 

had adorable angels,  short shepherds,  shy sheep, witty wisemen, shiny stars, and terrified 

teenagers. You know, all the usual suspects! Join us Sunday December 13th through the magic of 

online worship as we make room for Joy in a delightfully different way. 

 

Wishing you all Peace and Joy, 

 

Nan 
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Our Advent Season this year looks a bit different 
from years past. We hope you have been joining 
us for worship online these last months, but if you 
have not yet participated, you can join us via this 
link:  
 
https://firstpresbyteriansterling.org/index.html 
 
You are also able to view past services. To watch 
the entire service straight through, click on “view 
all”. There is also the option to view certain 
portions of the service or even “re-watch” your 
favorite parts. 

 
The Worship committee put together a bag of items to help you participate and enjoy the season 
this year. You will find items to use for communion (juice, cups, and cookies), some sticker fun, a 
candle to help light up your season, and an ornament to bring Silent Night into your home. We 
hope you enjoy these as you celebrate the season. 
 
We send our love and blessings to you. May you feel the joy of this season and stay safe. God 
bless, 
 
The Worship and Music Committee 

Please help us with our online services by sending us 

your pictures for use in worship: 

1. Pictures of your Nativity scene or other Christmas 

decorations.  

2. If you can, include some pictures of people, please! 

3. And for Christmas Eve, send us pictures of you and 

your household with a lit candle. For the best effect, take 

your pictures at dusk or in low light, and don’t use your 

flash. If we get enough to use, you’ll be able to see the 

candlelit faces as we sing “Silent Night.” 

 

Send your pictures to the church via email or to Rex or 

Nicole via text. 
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We gather for the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday in December. For your participation at home, 

you’ll need some juice and bread, in any form. 

 

Invitation 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Holy God, we come into your presence with thanks and praise for the fulfillment of your promise to 

us in Jesus Christ. Your promises are sure and your love is beyond measure. You take what is 

seemingly insignificant, and you transform it into something amazing. You work in this world with 

ordinary people, ordinary lives, and ordinary things like bread and wine, and through your mercy 

and grace, you make extraordinary things happen. You made a covenant in days of old to bless your 

people, and you were faithful even when they were not. You promised a savior and in the birth of 

Jesus you kept that promise. In his life, death and resurrection you showed us how to live, you 

defeated death, and you gave us the promise of life everlasting. You assure us that wherever our 

spirits are gathered, your Spirit is present. So pour out your Spirit now on us and these ordinary 

things, and transform us into signs of your promise. 

In this holy season, O God, we lift our hearts in praise and thanksgiving to you. As we gather at this 

table of hope and promise, make us mindful of those who feel hopeless. As we receive this bread 

and cup, help us remember those who hunger and thirst. As we receive these gifts, receive our 

prayers for those who are suffering, those who grieve, and those who are ill in body, mind or spirit. 

Then send us out from your table as a pledge of love to this world, so that our lives will speak your 

grace. 

Hear now the prayers we make in our hearts… 

We offer these prayers in the strong name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Sharing Bread and Cup 

 

Prayer after the Supper 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

December 6, 2020 
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INVITATION (Sung by the presider.)  

From north and south, from east and west, O faithful people, come,  

to share the feast that Christ prepares, where heaven and earth are one.  

Come, all who hunger, all who thirst; with confidence, draw near,  

for Jesus Christ, the bread of life is truly present here.  
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

Leader: We lift our hearts, O Lord our God, with thanks and praise to you.  

Creator of the universe, your love makes all things new.  

People: “Most holy, holy, holy Lord!” the heavenly choirs proclaim.  

How blessed is the one who comes in your exalted name.  

Leader: We thank you for your Word made flesh, our Savior, Jesus Christ,  

whose dying has destroyed our death, whose rising gives us life.  

People: With grateful hearts we offer you this sacrifice of praise,  

remembering your faithfulness, rejoicing in your grace.  

Leader: Pour out your Spirit now, to bless these gifts of bread and wine,  

and let them be a feast for us, your covenant seal and sign.  

People: As Christ is present in this place so may we one day be  

united at your table, Lord, for all eternity. Amen.  

Leader: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

PRAYER AFTER THE SUPPER  

Loving God, we thank you   

that you have fed us in this sacrament,  

united us with Christ,   

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  

in your eternal realm.  

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory,  

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen.  

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

Christmas Eve, 2020 
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Do you LOVE cats? Do you love ADVENT? 

If you answered yes to both questions, we have a special gift for you: 

the Cats Advent Calendar. All the way from the Iona Community in 

Scotland comes a charming little booklet of daily Advent reflections 

from cats! Here’s how this calendar begins:  

“We have three cats at Coleg y Groes* – Pod, Jemima Socs and Tomos. The last two are 

sister and brother. Pod is a small, three-legged tortoiseshell who is nine years their senior 

and ‘top cat’. Jemima Socs and Tomos thought that their first Christmas was wonderful. 

They especially enjoyed the wrapping paper and sitting on the roof of the crib pretending 

to be angels. They realised that something was different without really knowing why. So the 

next year Pod saw it as her duty, as senior cat, to fill them in and to tell them the stories 

that cats have passed down through the ages. They decided one day that they would like to 

share their stories with their human friends. As paws are not really suitable for computer 

keyboards (though very good for lots of more important things!) they enlisted our help in 

producing this Advent calendar.” 

If you would enjoy having a copy of this, please let us know at the church and we’ll print one and 

send it to you via US mail.  

T hank you to Pastor Christina and my church family for all your expressions of sym-
pathy to me and my family in the passing of my husband, Glen.  Your prayers, cards, 
phone calls, visits, food, and memorial gifts are helping us through this diff icult 
time.  T hanks to Nicole and Rex for the beautiful and uplifting service music.  Two 
Scriptures are helping us - "We do not lose heart," and "We do not mourn as those 
who have no hope."           
 
Peace and Love to all, 
 
Beth Wicks 
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 Please pray for:  
At Morningside - Fay Densmore, Don Olson 
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Lucy Ettinger, 
Pat Conklen, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie 
Musgrove, Ross & Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie 
Snavely, Joan Velde, Ron & Jackie Williams December 

12/2 John Haglund 

12/5 Samantha Whiles 

 Cindy Rodriguez 

12/8 Dorothy Keperling 

 Diana Day-Schreiner 

12/9 Philip Sinroll 

12/10 George Mobarak 

12/11 Nancy Weber 

12/14 Rex Neff 

12/15 Carla Connelly 

12/17 Richard Aggen 

12/19 Karsten Oberg 

12/20 Nancy Newman 

12/22 Mary Amsbaugh 

 Eric Pease 

 Richard & Judy Aggen (A) 

12/23 John Austin Dick 

12/24 Gail Dancey 

 David Cangahuala 

12/25 Gordon Speer 

12/27 Jacqueline Williams 

 Hannah Mobarak 

 Elias Patras 

12/28 Jennifer Holloway 

  

Share abundantly  
in every good work.  

Don’t forget to turn 
in your pledge for 

2021! 


