
Date: February 14, 2021 Theme: Transforming Love 
 

God’s People Gather 
 

Prelude 
 

Prelude Pondering 
The Bible tells us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Surely part of loving in this way is 
trying to understand what another person wants us to understand. I may not 
understand perfectly and I may not agree, but if I love you I should try to know what it 
is you wish I could know.  
- Kevin DeYoung 
 
Call to Worship 
Leader: God created us, named us, loved us, claimed us. 
People: May we love as God loves. 
Leader: Christ called us, healed us, and in mercy sealed us. 
People: May we love as Christ loves. 
Leader: The Spirit surrounds us, moves us, kindles us, improves us 
People: May we love God, love neighbor, love the world. 
All: Let us worship God. 
 
Opening Song 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Love divine, all loves excelling 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 
 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 
 
Changed from glory into glory, 



Til in heaven we take our place. 
Til we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
Prayer of Confession: Enemies aren't lovable (by definition) by Susan Mark Landis 
Lord, the hardest thing you asked was that we love our enemies. (Matthew 5:44) 
We know how we'd like to love them: 
We'd love our enemies to be far away. 
We'd love them not to compromise our security. 
We'd love them not to scare us or change the way we live. 
We'd love them to be lovable. 
You know, God, 
We'd love it to be popular to love enemies. 
We'd love our neighbors to respect us for this good deed. 
We'd love the people on the news to provide examples of how to love. 
But then, if loving enemies were easy, 
Jesus wouldn't have told us about the tax collectors and gentiles, 
Who love only their friends. (Matthew 5:46-47) 
If loving enemies were easy, we know 
We wouldn't need God's strong arms to bear us up in difficult times. 
We wouldn't need the blood of Christ to save us from human sin. 
We wouldn't need the Spirit flowing among us, wiping our tears. 
We wouldn't need the Bible to tell us what the world does not. 
God of all mercy, 
Who loved us when we were your sinful enemies, (Romans 5:8) 
Who saved us through your immeasurable grace, 
Who gave us a gift we did not deserve, 
Let us imitate you by loving those who are yet our enemies. (Ephesians 2:1-22) 
Teach us to know how to love enemies, 
To wish them the best of the life you intend each human to have, 
And then pray and act so those wishes come true. 
Teach us hope, 
so we know that with your blessing, impossible dreams become reality. 
Teach us faith, 
so we know that only the strength to stop hating 
will halt the cycles of violence and revenge. 
Teach us forgiveness, 
which we know is suffering love through piercing tears. 
Teach us, O Lord, your ways. 
 



When our community looks at our congregation, 
Hears our words and sees our deeds, 
Help them to know that you, the God of love, live among us 
And that they can come to us to learn about Christian love of enemies. 
 

Silence is kept 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Friends, hear these words of pardon and promise from the eighth chapter of 
Romans: Who will separate us from Christ’s love? Will we be separated by trouble, or 
distress, or harassment, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? No. I’m 
convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: not 
death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers or 
height or depth, or any other thing that is created. Beloved of God, give thanks: 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Response 
Glory to God 
Glory to God, 
Whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, 
Whose grace has pardoned me, 
 
And to the Spirit 
Whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning 
Is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
World without end, 
Without end. Amen. 
World without end, 
Without end. Amen. 
 
World without end, 
WIthout end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning 
Is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 



Response 
Peace Song 
Peace I leave with you my friends 
Shalom my peace in all you do 
Peace I leave with you my friends 
I give to you so you can give to others too. 
 

God’s Word is Proclaimed 
 
Children’s Time 
 
Scripture John 15: 9-15 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.  

 
Sermon 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

Offering  
If you are able, please continue to send in your offering and pledge. If you are enrolled 
in electronic funds transfer, there is no need to do anything different. If you would like 
to give online using Paypal, click this link: bit.ly/FPCsterling 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Loving and gracious God, I have given gold, but there is only so much gold. I have 
given blood, but I have only so much blood to give. I have given my time, but days 
have only so many hours. I have given my strength, but even that has its limits.  
So I give my love.  
Because love is gold, and love is blood. And love is time, and love is strength. But love 
is also so much more. Because love is God. And God is love. And only you, God, have 
no limits.  Amen.  
 



Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Song 
They’ll Know We Are Christians 
We are one in the Spirit, 
We are one in the Lord, 
We are one in the Spirit, 
We are one in the Lord, 
And we pray that all unity  
may one day be restored; 
 
And they’ll know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Chrisitians by our love. 
 
All praise to the Father, 
From whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus 
His only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit, 
who makes us one; 
 
And they’ll know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Chrisitians by our love. 
 
Benediction 
Leader:....and let all God’s people say... 
People: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
 


