
Date: February 28, 2021 Theme: Seven Last Words: Here 
 

God’s People Gather 
 
Threshold Moment 
 
Opening Song 
Make Us One 
Make us one, Lord, make us one. 
Holy Spirit, make us one. 
Let Your love flow so the world will know 
we are one in You. 
(repeat) 
 
Call to Confession 
Friends, we are made in God’s image, but we fail to live up to that image in our daily 
lives. We fall short of God’s desire for us. But even as we confess this, we recall that 
God’s grace never fails, and goes before us, so that we can pray together in confidence 
and faith: 
 
Prayer of Confession:  
Gracious God, Father of all people, Mother of all creation, in your image we are created. 
We know that we were made for you, for each other, for community. We have been 
shaped by different forces; some have been built up, and some have been worn down; 
some find connection and others feel fractured. Yet all of us have failed in so many 
ways! We have wielded power without compassion, or taken for granted our privilege. 
We have overlooked those whose experiences and perspectives differ from ours, and 
we have ignored the marginalized. In every case, O God, those whom we have 
dismissed or rejected or mistreated are your creation – our human family. Forgive us! 
Restore us, and renew our compassion. Make us one with you and one human family. 
We ask in the name of the one who is called our brother, your son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept 
 



Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Hear these words from Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus:  
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Friends, be at peace, 
and know that your sins are forgiven. 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Response 
Glory to God 
Glory to God, 
Whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, 
Whose grace has pardoned me, 
 
And to the Spirit 
Whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning 
Is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
World without end, 
Without end. Amen. 
World without end, 
Without end. Amen. 
 
World without end, 
WIthout end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning 
Is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 
Response 
Peace Song 



Peace I leave with you my friends 
Shalom my peace in all you do 
Peace I leave with you my friends 
I give to you so you can give to others too. 
 

God’s Word is Proclaimed 
 
Time with Children 
 
Scripture John 19: 25b- 27 Mark 3: 10-15; 20-21; 31-35 
 
John 19: 25b- 27 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is 
your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the 
disciple took her into his own home. 
 
Mark 3: 10-15; 20-21; 31-35 
Jesus had healed so many people that everyone who was sick pushed forward so that 
they could touch him. Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down at his feet and 
shouted, “You are God’s Son!” But he strictly ordered them not to reveal who he was. 
Jesus went up on a mountain and called those he wanted, and they came to him.  He 
appointed twelve and called them apostles. He appointed them to be with him, to be 
sent out to preach, and to have authority to throw out demons.  
{When] Jesus entered a house. A crowd gathered again so that it was impossible for him 
and his followers even to eat. When his family heard what was happening, they came to 
take control of him. They were saying, “He’s out of his mind!” 
His mother and brothers arrived. They stood outside and sent word to him, calling for 
him. A crowd was seated around him, and those sent to him said, “Look, your mother, 
brothers, and sisters are outside looking for you.” He replied, “Who is my mother? Who 
are my brothers?” Looking around at those seated around him in a circle, he said, 
“Look, here are my mother and my brothers. Whoever does God’s will is my brother, 
sister, and mother.” 



 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
Affirmation of Faith  
We believe in God, the creator of all things, from which every family in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. We believe in God’s son Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior of the 
world, our brother and our friend. We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of life and light. 
We belong to the Church, God's family everywhere. Amen. 
 
Offering  
If you are able, please continue to send in your offering and pledge. If you are enrolled 
in electronic funds transfer, there is no need to do anything different. If you would like 
to give online using Paypal, click this link: bit.ly/FPCsterling 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Loving God, you bring forgiveness, joy, and laughter to us, your gathered family. 
Accept these offerings as a sign of our thankfulness. May you bless all the people of our 
church so that we may be a blessing to our neighbors. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Song 
O For A World 
O for a world where  
everyone respects each other’s ways, 
Where love is lived and all is done 
With justice and with praise. 
 



O for a world where 
goods are shared and misery relieved, 
Where truth is spoken, 
children spared, quality achieved. 
 
We welcome one world family 
And struggle with each choice 
That opens us to unity 
And gives our vision voice. 
 
Benediction 
Leader:....and let all God’s people say... 
People: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 


