
Date: March 28, 2021 Theme: Seven Last Words: COMMEND – Palm Sunday

God’s People Gather

Threshold Moment

Opening Song
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Hosanna, loud hosanna,
The li�le children sang;
Through pillarted court and temple
The joyful anthem rang;

To Jesus, who had blessed them
Close folded to His breast,
The children sang their praises,
The simplest and the best.

“Hosanna in the highest!”
That ancient song we sing,
For Christ is our Redeemer
The Lord of heaven our King.

May we ever praise Him
With heart and life and voice,
And in His blissful presence
Eternally rejoice.

Call to Confession 
Like the people shouted for joy that day when He entered Jerusalem, we too shout
Hosanna! when we encounter Jesus coming down the road. But after the parade, when
it looks like there might be trouble, all too often we fade into the background, staying
silent. We toss aside our palm branches and act as if we do not know Jesus. We act as if
we do not claim Jesus, as if Jesus does not know us or have any claim on us. As we
begin the journey through the holiest of weeks, let us speak the truth, as we confess to
our God, praying together,  

Prayer of Confession  
God of hope, you pave the way to freedom, but we stumble along our own paths



of temptation. You teach us songs of salvation, but we hum along with the
chorus that death plays in the background of our lives. Have mercy upon us, God of
Holiness. May we empty ourselves of everything which keeps us from following
you, so we may commend our spirits to you, for in life, in death, and in the life that is
beyond death, we belong to you, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

Silence is kept 

Assurance of Pardon  
Leader: Laying aside judgment, God offers us redemption; se�ing aside anger, God
embraces us with love; le�ing go of grief, God pours living water upon us. This is the
good news, my friends: God's steadfast love endures forever.  
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen.  

Response
Kyrie
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Christe, Christe eleison.
Christe, Christe eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.

Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Christe, Christe eleison.
Christe, Christe eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

Response
Peace Song
Peace I leave with you my friends
Shalom my peace in all you do



Peace I leave with you my friends
I give to you so you can give to others too.



God’s Word is Proclaimed
   
Children’s Time

Scripture
Luke 23: 44-46 Jesus commends his spirit to God. 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Responding to God’s Word

Offering
If you are able, please continue to send in your offering and pledge. If you are enrolled
in electronic funds transfer, there is no need to do anything different. If you would like
to give online using Paypal, click this link: bit.ly/FPCsterling

Prayer of Dedication
Most Holy God, we join our voices with those who laid their cloaks and branches of
palm along the dusty road, saying, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord!” We offer our gifts and our selves in service to you, and ask that you use us to
bless this world. In the name of the one who comes, even Jesus, we pray. Amen.  
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Lord Jesus, you set your face toward Jerusalem, riding into that holy city amid shouts of
joy, and walking through that week with clarity and peace, with love as your purpose
and love at your center.
As you hung on the cross, you spoke of forgiveness. Help us, too, to forgive, even those
who know exactly what they are doing. Help us to know mercy and to extend it. We
pray for those who need grace, and we pray for ourselves that we may give it.
You spoke the truth to the sinner who hung next to you on the cross. Empower us to
speak words of truth to those who suffer, and to boldly speak truth to power. We pray
for those who need to be set free by the truth of your liberating love.



Before you died, you made sure that those whom you loved were cared for, saying to
your mother, “Here is your son.” We pray for our families and those whom we love.
Suffering servant, you cried out to God, asking “why have you forsaken me?”
We pray for those who suffer, in body, mind or spirit. We pray for the sick, the
struggling, the abandoned, and all who suffer unseen illnesses such as addiction or
mental illness, those known to us and those whom we do not know. Give us courage
and discernment to know how to respond to them, so that they do not ever feel
forsaken.
Holy one, you said that you were thirsty, and we pray for those who hunger and thirst,
for those who struggle in poverty and oppression, for those devastated by natural
disaster, war, and violence. Send us into the places where we can bring a cup of cold
water in your name, where we can bring aid and hope.
When it was all said and done, O Jesus, you said that it was finished. Keep us mindful
that we are not finished, and that our work for you will not be done until that day when
we join you for all eternity.
Finally, Jesus, you commended your spirit into the hands of God. We now commend
our spirits to you, and these prayers we offer with the prayer you taught us, saying…
Lord’s Prayer

Closing Song
Musicians - When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Benediction


