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God’s People Gather

Prelude Pondering
A mind that is stretched by a new experience can never go back to its old dimensions.

--Oliver Wendell Holmes

Call to Worship
Leader: Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Come and see the love God has given to us.
People: We come and we learn what it means to be children of God.
Leader: Come and meet the risen Lord!
People: We come and learn to live and grow in faith.
All: Let us worship God!

Opening Song
Christ is Alive!
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

Christ is alive! No longer bound
To distant years in Palestine,
But saving, healing, here and now,
And touching every place and time.

Not throned afar, remotely high,
Untouched, unmoved by human pains,
But daily, in the midst of life,
Our Savior in his Godhead reigns.



Christ is alive, and comes to bring
Good news to this and every age,
Till earth and sky and ocean ring
With joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Call to Confession
The Risen Lord comes to us with love, and speaks to us with a voice of mercy. Though we
know that we have failed, we can trust that God’s grace has already been granted to us. We are
beloved children of God, so in trust we can pray together our prayer of confession.

Prayer of Confession
God of life, we confess that we are too often terrified and uncertain. We take the tiny bit of
faith we have and set it on a shelf, afraid to cultivate it, afraid that we will kill it, afraid that we
will do it wrong. Instead of planting and tending the seeds of faith, we bury our doubts,
conceal our fear, and try to act as if everything is fine. Forgive us! Help us to see that we have
it turned around! Help us to see that we can uncover our doubts and let the light of your love
shine upon them; help us to plant the seeds of faith so that in the rich soil of community and
learning we can grow as your disciples. Help us to be bold witnesses to your grace. We pray in
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
You are witnesses of these things: the Messiah suffered and died, and rose from the dead on
the third day. Repentance and forgiveness in his name is for all the nations, including you and
me! Christ is risen! We are forgiven!
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

Response
Peace Song
Peace I leave with you my friends
Shalom my peace in all you do



Peace I leave with you my friends
I give to you so you can give to others too.

God’s Word is Proclaimed

Children’s Time

Scripture Reading Luke 24:36-b-48
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace
be with you." They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at
my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh
and bones as you see that I have."
And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you
anything here to eat?"
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you--that
everything wri�en about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled."
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is
wri�en, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

Sermon

Responding to God’s Word

Offering
If you are able, please continue to send in your offering and pledge. If you are enrolled in
electronic funds transfer, there is no need to do anything different. If you would like to give
online using Paypal, click this link: bit.ly/FPCsterling



Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, you still do marvelous miracles of forgiveness, bringing healing and new life in our
midst. We know that these gifts don't come from our power, but by your goodness. As we
reach out to people in our community, may they be drawn closer to you. Let our offerings
contribute to the ongoing work of your servant Jesus, here and now. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

God’s People are Sent

Closing Song
Open the Eyes of My Heart
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
Open the eyes of my heart;
I want to see You,
I want to see You.

To see You high and lifted up,
Shining in the light of Your glory.
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing, holy, holy, holy.

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
Open the eyes of my heart;
I want to see You,
I want to see You.
(repeat)

To see You high and lifted up,
Shining in the light of Your glory.
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing, holy, holy, holy.

Holy, holy, holy.



Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy,
I want to see You.

Benediction
Leader:....and let all God’s people say...
People: Alleluia! Amen! 


