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Dear Friends,
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If you don’t read anything else in this newsletter, PLEASE READ THIS!
(Sorry to shout, but I need your attention, dear friends!) At last, Spring is
here, and it feels as if the new life and warmth we are experiencing is even
more welcome as we see the Pandemic begin to lift. It has been a very long
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year since we last gathered in person. I’m excited that we are going to
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gather again in our beloved building on Sunday, May 23, at 9:30 AM. May

Communion
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23 is Pentecost Sunday, when the Holy Spirit came to form the church. It’s
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Anniversaries
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our tradition to wear red on that day, so do get out your red and put it on
for this exciting day! The reading from Acts for Pentecost begins: “When
the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.” And

WE WILL BE! Also, I’m excited that we will be baptizing Paizlee Peltier on May 23! It will be so
wonderful to be together again!
The Session has approved certain rules and protocols for everyone’s safety. Here are the important
things you need to know.
1. If you are planning to attend worship in person, we need to know. Call or email the church to tell
us. If you want to worship online, there will still be a service for you. Again, if you are planning to
attend worship on May 23 at 9:30, call 815-625-0452 or email firstpresbyteriansterling@live.com
2. When you enter the building, you can use one of three entrances: the main front doors, the
handicap ramp door by the elevator, or the northwest door under the awning. There will be
someone to greet you at the door and check you in.
3. When you enter, the greeter will take your name, invite you to sanitize your hands, and remind
you that a mask is needed. If you do not have a mask, one will be provided for you.
4. You will need to be wearing a mask to enter, over your nose and mouth, and you will need to
continue to wear your mask throughout the entire service.
5. When you come into the narthex, there will not be any tables set up and we will encourage you
to be seated in the sanctuary.
6. Sanctuary seating will be distanced and areas will be blocked off. Households may sit together.
7. There will not be any passing of the peace or any other activity that involves physical contact –
no handshaking or hugging, please!
(Continued on page 3)
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8. We will have music, but we will not have any congregational singing or choir.

9. We will not have coffee or fellowship after worship and will encourage you not to mingle after
the service.
10. We are SO excited to gather again – let’s continue to follow the protocol so we can meet every
week without anyone getting sick!
Grace and Peace to you all,
Pastor Christina

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
We will meet on Zoom as usual on May 5, then
take a break for the remainder of May. We
will reconvene on Zoom on the first Wednesday
of each month and meet at Sinnissippi park
on the third Wednesday of each month. All
people are welcome to either gathering, and
we especially encourage everyone to bring
spouses, friends and neighbors to our
gatherings in the park.
June 2 - on Zoom
June 16 - Sinnissippi
July 7 - on Zoom
July 21 - Sinnissippi
August 4 - on Zoom
August 18 - Sinnissippi

Men's Prayer Breakfast will resume on
Thursday, May 20 at Benny's Red Apple
in Sterling, but in the interests of the
pastor's well-being, we will convene at
8:00 AM.
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Hello Friends,
I am so excited to be writing this letter! In a few short weeks, we will be gathered
together IN church to celebrate Pentecost and to baptize a precious child! The text for
that Sunday begins, “And when the day of Pentecost was now come, they were all
gathered together in one place…” Oh friends, May 23rd cannot come soon enough! To
say that it has been a challenging year would be an understatement. I can’t help but
think that through it all, when everything changed for us, our purpose remained the
same. We continued to know, love, and serve our neighbors and each other as God
commanded. Throughout this Pandemic, we have created sacred spaces to worship and learn. We
have sought out creative ways to love and serve those in need in our community. In other words,
we have stayed connected to each other. I look forward to watching us continue to change as we use
the skills we’ve learned to create and nourish relationships in our community. Till we SEE each
other again!
Peace,
Nan

Coming July 10th!
Keep a look out
for updates!
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Important Update on Sauk Valley UNITE 2021
Current 7th-12th graders—we are planning to have a reimagined
UNITE Service Camp in summer 2021.
Mark your calendars to join in painting homes for people in need this summer! UNITE kicks off in
the evening of June 23 with orientation and worship outside at Bethel Reformed Church. We will be
sleeping in our own households and gathering daily to paint June 24-26. Optional evening activities
will be available nightly. UNITE concludes with outdoor worship for participating congregations at
Grandon Civic Center on June 27 at 9 a.m. UNITE cost is $30. The number of participants will
determine the number of houses we paint. With this in mind you must register by April 25 to
attend. You can register for UNITE 2021 at https://saukvalleyunite.org/. We hope to serve with you
this summer!

Stronghold Summer Camp is BACK!

Here’s an opportunity for your child to go to camp practically in your
own back yard! At Stronghold summer camp, your child will make new
friends, try new things, learn new skills, and deepen their faith, all
while having a blast! Here are some things you MUST know. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, camp will be different than normal. We are committed to a safe and healthy
return to camp. Games and activities will be socially distant, meals will be eaten outdoors, camper
groups will stay independent of one another, there will be daily health screening, and we'll do a lot
of hand washing! But the fun and magic of Stronghold Summer Camp will remain.
We have scholarships available for all Stronghold campers! Check the camp out at
www.strongholdcenter.org/summercamp Friends, we ask that you look at your summer plans and
let us know as soon as possible if this is something you are considering. Camps fill up fast!

5

Weekly Devotions
May 2—Growing Faith: Vine and Branches

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

Jesus emphasizes our connection with the metaphor of vine and branches; if we
stay connected, we can grow and thrive.
John 15:1-8 Jesus says “I am the vine; you are the branches.”
Jesus uses metaphor so his disciples see the fullness of the gospel.
What cuts you off from Jesus and others? What helps you grow?
God, in this season of growing, help us to flourish as your loving disciples, growing fruit that is sweet and nourishing. Amen.
May 9—Growing Faith: Abiding in Love

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

Jesus continues to speak on connection, urging us to abide in love.
John 15:9-17 We are chosen for love.
In his long farewell speech, Jesus urges his friends to consider fully and live completely all that he has taught them.
Jesus chose you! How do you live abiding in love?
God of all people, who sent Jesus to show us how to love, help us to abide in
love, and to live as friends and siblings of Jesus. Amen.
May 16—Unity

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

God’s grace sets us free to live in the Spirit.
Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 Paul insists that the Galatians understand that God’s Spirit
has given them a path to unity.
Paul’s letter is scolding the Galatians for wandering away from the message of
God’s grace and trying to create other sets of rules for those who follow Jesus.
Are you open to the Spirit of love and unity?
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God, help us to see that we are all heirs to the promise, belonging to you in Jesus
Christ. Amen.

May 23—Pentecost

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

The Holy Spirit
Acts 2:1-21 When everyone is gathered for the celebration of Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit descends like wind and flames.
Jesus has ascended into heaven and the community of believers is wondering
what is next. On Pentecost, they experience the power of the Holy Spirit.
What does it mean for you that the Holy Spirit is with you?
God of wind and flame, blow through our lives and enflame us for love and service. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
May 30—Spirited Characters: Peter

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

The coming of the Spirit begins the book of Acts. This summer series introduces
us to the Spirited characters who formed the church.
John 21:15-17 Jesus tells Peter to feed his sheep. Acts 2:37-47 The gathered church
begins, with Peter as an important leader.
We know Peter in the gospels as impetuous, outspoken and sometimes unreliable. Still, Christ chose him to be a leader.
Do you think of yourself as Spirited? How do you help to form the church today?
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God, inspire us to be Spirited Characters. Amen.

Hello First Presbyterian Church!

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I am asking you all if you would please save your
bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My project is collecting bottle caps and turning them into
benches. I am replacing the old benches at Redfield Park. I need 600 pounds of bottle caps
for 3 benches, but luckily I already have 200 pounds. Down below is a picture of what to
save and what not to save. I will be putting a collection box in Narthex. Thank You.
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

May 2, 2021
Invitation
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us lift up our hearts to God, so that God may plant fruit-bearing seeds within us.
Let us offer up our voices in song, proclaiming that we are witnesses to all that God has done!
Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise. You call forth life out of nothingness; you plant
seeds that branch into vines; you pour clear water into earth’s hollows; you crafted us in your
image. But we entangled ourselves in the briars and thorns of sin and selfishness, and at last you
came to us as the true vine. You grafted us into yourself so that we, too, could bear the fruit of
grace and mercy and joy. So we, the branches, sing to you with unending joy:
Sung Response: You Are the Vine
Jesus Christ, our Savior is the true Vine and we are the branches, growing and flourishing in him.
He gives new life where there once was only death. He nourishes us to bear fruit in this world. In
him we encounter the mystery of our faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Abide in us at this Table, as you pour out your Spirit on these gifts of the bread and cup, and all
who partake of them. Let the bread be a reminder to us of your self-giving love, so that we might
feed the hungry and comfort the lonely, reach out to the searching and heal the hurting. Let this
cup fortify us to stand with the oppressed and the outcast, linking arms like entwining branches,

connecting all in the vine of justice that bears the fruit of peace.
Sung Response: You Are the Vine
Then, when we are gathered at last around your table with all your people from every time and
place, and all the angels in eternal glory, we will sing glory to you, in whom we live and move and
have our being, in whom we abide for all eternity. Now hear our prayers for this world, for our
community, for one another and for all the created order, O God, and hear the prayers of our
hearts as we pray the prayer Christ taught us …
The Lord’s Prayer
AMEN

Words of Institution
Sharing in the Bread and the Cup
Prayer after the Supper
We thank you, gracious God, that you have fed and nourished us at Christ’s table. We thank you
for the bread of life and the fruit of the vine, for the refreshing communion we have shared,
bringing us together in your Spirit, welcoming and uniting us. Now send us forth to share this life
and strength, welcoming and loving this world. Amen.
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Please pray for:
At Morningside - Fay Densmore
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold
At Resthave - Ann Musgrove
In the Service - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz,
Payton Lowe
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Lucy Ettinger,
Pat Conklen, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie
Musgrove, Ross & Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint

Let’s Feed Our Children!
T his year is a little different—we
aren’t looking for volunteers to make
lunch, but we ARE looking for some
food! Applesauce, peaches, pears,
and pineapple cups are the needed
items. You can drop these off at
Harvesttime Church anytime, or
bring them to FPC and we will get
them there.
Any questions, call Wanda!

May
05/01 McKenzie Dir
05/05 Kraig Knutsen
Andrew Osborn
05/07 Ann Musgrove
Samantha (Pashon) O’Keefe
John & Deborah Haglund (A)
05/08 Paul & Linda Osborn (A)
05/09 Jordann Langer
05/11 Stephen Yemm
05/13 David & Pat Twining (A)
05/14 Jeff Brown
05/16 Emma Boze
Alison Tedrick
05/17 Brad & Cindy Cassens (A)
Rodney & Nancy Weber (A)
05/18 Glenn Dancey
Drew Davidson
05/19 Jane Pease
Ronald Williams
05/20 Andrew Haglund
05/21 Robert Sutkay
05/22 Donald Vogel
05/24 Sherry Asbury
Richard & Lori Davidson (A)
05/26 Donald Rastede
05/27 Mason Mobarak
05/28 Audrey Nesbitt
05/29 Krista Mobarak
Mick & Martie O’Brien (A)
05/30 Nora Langner
Erik & Nicole Oberg (A)
05/31 Linda Martin
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