
DATE __May 9,  2021_______ THEME _ Growing Faith: Abiding in Love_

God’s People Gather

Prelude Pondering
The welcome book would have taught us that power and signs of status can’t save us,
that welcome — both offering and receiving — is our source of safety. Various chapters
and verses of this book would remind us that we are wanted and even occasionally
delighted in, despite the unfortunate truth that we are greedy-grabby, self-referential,
indulgent, overly judgmental, and often hysterical.
Somehow that book “went missing”… We have to write that book ourselves.

--Anne Lamo�

Call to Worship
Leader: We did not choose Jesus, but Jesus chose us
People: No longer servants but friends!
Leader: We are commanded to love as Jesus loves
People: Let our joy grow, and let us abide in love!
Leader: Come, let our worship make a joyful noise,
People: Rejoicing in the friendship of God.
ALL: Let us worship God!

Opening Song
In Christ There Is No East Or West
In Christ there is no east or west,
in Him no south or north;
but one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.

Join hands, disciples of the faith,
Whate’er your race may be.
All children of the living God
Are surely kin to me.



In Christ now meet both east and west,
In Him meet south and north;
All Chrtistly souls are one in Him
Throughout the whole wide earth.

Prayer of Confession
Source of all love and mercy, thank you for the community in which you have placed
us, for the siblings and friends with whom we walk this pilgrim journey. We know you
have placed us in community so that we will grow as your disciples. Yet, we confess
that we fail to love as you love. We push aside those whom you call us to love and
welcome. We fail to befriend others, and our very selves, with love and compassion.
We fail to see you in each other. Forgive us! Form in us a new vision of community – a
place of welcome, where there is neither East nor West, neither South nor North, but
only disciples and friends, si�ing down at table to welcome and love each other. Amen.

Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, God abides in you! God is breathing, and living in you! As God is in
you, you can welcome others as friends, so that love, hope and joy might touch all
people. Rejoice and be glad, friends of Jesus and one another!
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. Amen.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

Response
Peace Song
Peace I leave with you my friends
Shalom my peace in all you do
Peace I leave with you my friends
I give to you so you can give to others too.

God’s Word is Proclaimed



Children’s Time

Scripture Reading John 15:9-17
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his love.
I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.
You are my friends if you do what I command you.
I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father.
You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit
that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.
I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

Sermon Chosen Friends

Responding to God’s Word

Offering
If you are able, please continue to send in your offering and pledge. If you are enrolled
in electronic funds transfer, there is no need to do anything different. If you would like
to give online using Paypal, click this link: bit.ly/FPCsterling

Prayer of Dedication
In Jesus Christ, O God, you have shown us the true gift of friendship, of welcome, of
love. Make us generous friends, welcoming the opportunity to share, to give, and to
give thanks to you, through Jesus Christ, the friend above all friends. Amen.

God’s People are Sent



Closing Song
Love, Love, Love, Love
Love, love, love, love.
christians, this is your call:
Love your neighbor as yourself,
for God loves all.
(repeat)
God loves all!

Benediction
Leader:....and let all God’s people say...
People: Alleluia! Amen! 


