
  
1 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH              
410 Second Ave, Box 441               
Sterling, IL 61081                  

Rev. Dr. Christina Berry              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
  
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

410 Second Ave. 

P.O. Box 441 

Sterling, IL 61081 

(815) 625-0452 
 

A heart for God in the heart of Sterling.  
     FirstPresbyterianSterling@live.com 

www.firstpresbyteriansterling.org 

Look for us on Facebook! 

June 



  
2 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

Thank you for your presence, prayers, cooperation and understanding as 

we gathered for worship again at last! I was thrilled to see all of you and so 

grateful for your graciousness as we worked out this new way of being 

together. Thank you in advance for your patience and grace as we continue 

to figure out what the “post-pandemic” world will be like for us. It was so 

helpful that you let us know you were coming. That was something we 

needed as we came back. As you saw if you were there, some ways of 

doing things have changed. Some of the changes will be permanent, others are already shifting. The 

Session has approved congregational singing with masks on, and has agreed that I can preach and 

lead worship without a mask. I’m excited to hear your voices raised together in song again! 

 

For the time being, we still will not pass the offering plates or have the hymnals in the pews. We 

won’t pass the peace in the same way we once did. We celebrate communion on June 6, our first 

time to do so together in more than a year, and that will be different too. 

 

Yes, some things have changed, and will change, but here is what hasn’t changed and won’t change: 

  

God is faithful. You are loved. You are welcome here. 

We belong to this community and we belong to each other. 

You are an important part of this faith community and this world. 

 

As we begin our series on “Spirited Characters” from the Book of Acts, and learn about the fruit of 

the Spirit, you will also get to hear from several of our members about “Spirited Characters” they 

have known in real life. I’m excited to learn from them and to continue to worship with all y’all. 

 

Grace and Peace to you all, 

Pastor Christina 
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This past Sunday, May 23rd was a day that I will remember and treasure for always. It 

was the day we came back to church. We baptized Paizlee Peltier. We worshipped 

together, on the same date, in the same space, and at the same time. This is something 

we had not done in over a year! And, if any of us needed reminding of the significance 

of the day, this one verse from Acts shining brightly at us from our church wall said it 

all,  “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.” 

 

Gathering together again was emotional, it was chaotic, it was messy, it was noisy, it was Pentecost! 

And yes, like the early Christians, we were all together in one place. I keep thinking about the 

stories of the first Christians and how God brought the early church into being through them. I 

think about how God continues over all this time to keep the church together through us. I’ve told 

the story of Pentecost many times and I remember summing it up to my Vacation Bible school kids 

this way: The love of God is still shaping us. The love of Jesus who walked with us, is still right 

beside us, and the love of God’s Holy Spirit is in us, wherever we are.  

 

I look forward to more Sundays gathered together, worshipping God as faithfully and safely as 

possible. I’m grateful for our generous community that is willing to work together even though 

things feel different. We are truly modeling the grace of God who is so patient and generous to us! 

 

Peace, 

 

Nan 
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Important Update on Sauk Valley UNITE 2021 

Our reimagined UNITE Service Camp is happening this summer!! 

Mark your calendars to pray for local youth painting homes for people 

in need this summer!  

UNITE kicks off the evening of June 23 with orientation and worship 

outside at Bethel Reformed Church.  

The UNITE Service camp is a hometown mission experience and is intended for students from 8th-

12th grade. Youth from our community will be painting  three houses June 24-26 for people in the 

area who are unable to do it themselves.  

 

Stronghold Summer Camp is BACK! 

Here’s an opportunity for your child to go to camp practically in your 

own back yard! At Stronghold summer camp, your child will make new 

friends, try new things, learn new skills, and deepen their faith, all while 

having a blast! Here are some things you MUST know. Due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, camp will be different than normal. We are 

committed to a safe and healthy return to camp.  Games and activities 

will be socially distant, meals will be eaten outdoors, camper groups will stay independent of one 

another, there will be daily health screening, and we'll do a lot of hand washing!  But the fun and 

magic of Stronghold Summer Camp will remain. 

We have scholarships available for all Stronghold campers! Check the camp out at 

www.strongholdcenter.org/summercamp Friends, we ask that you look at your summer plans and 

let us know as soon as possible if this is something you are considering. Camps fill up fast! 

CommUNITY Worship 
June 27 

9AM 
Grandon Civic Center 

http://www.strongholdcenter.org/summercamp
http://www.strongholdcenter.org/summercamp
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

All people are welcome to either gathering, 

and we especially encourage everyone to 

bring spouses, friends and neighbors to our 

gatherings in the park. 

June 2 - on Zoom 

June 16 - Sinnissippi 

July 7 - on Zoom 

July 21 - Sinnissippi 

August 4 - on Zoom 

August 18 - Sinnissippi 

Men's Prayer Breakfast will be June 17 

at Benny's Red Apple in Sterling, but in 

the interests of the pastor's well-being, 

we will convene at 8:00 AM.  

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I 

am asking you all if you would please save 

your bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My 

project is collecting bottle caps and turning 

them into benches. I am replacing the old 

benches at Redfield Park. I need 600 

pounds of bottle caps for 3 benches, but 

luckily I already have 200 pounds.  

 
Little Free Pantry  
The Little Free Pantry on our church corner seems to 
be getting a lot of traffic. All that was left on Friday 
was pasta and pancake mix. As you do your shop-
ping, consider picking up a few non-perishable items 
to put into the pantry for those who might need it. 
Canned tuna and chicken, peanut butter, canned 
fruit, shelf-stable milk, and cereal are a few items 
that might be welcome. 
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Weekly Devotions 
 

This month we begin a series called “Spirited Characters” in which we meet and get to know some 

of the Spirited characters from the Book of Acts, and consider how their lives reflect the fruits of the 

Spirit. Galatians 3: 22-23 says “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosi-

ty, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.” 

REMINDER: June 27 UNITE worship is at Grandon Civic Center at 9:00 AM 

 

June 6—Spirited Characters: Rhoda 

 
 

June 13—Spirited Characters: Philip 

 
 

 

Theme There is joy in this life of faith, through God’s Spirit! 

Text John 15:10-11 Jesus desires complete joy for us. 

Acts 12:6-16 Rhoda, a servant girl, is overwhelmed by joy. 

Context The people in the early church were learning to live in community, and their 

connection to one another through the Spirit sparked joy. 

Challenge Have you ever been this happy to see another church member? 

What did that experience teach you? 

Prayer God, let your Spirit spark joy in us each day. Amen. 

Theme Philip knows the peace the Spirit gives, and shows a stranger the path to peace 

in God. 

Text Acts 8:4-13 Philip is a faithful disciple 

Acts 8:26-40 On the road, Philip meets an Ethiopian and helps him understand 

scripture. The eunuch is baptized. 

Context An Ethiopian and a eunuch! Who could be farther from this new faith commu-

nity? Who could be more on the outside? Yet Philip is willing to lead this man 

to peace with God. 

Challenge Who seems to be left out of churches today? What can we do? 

Prayer God, may your Spirit of peace lead us to opportunities to share that peace with 

others. Amen. 
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June 20—Spirited Characters: Barnabas 

 
 

June 27—UNITE Worship at Grandon Civic Center 

Theme Barnabas demonstrated the patient commitment of faith. 

Text Acts 4:36 introduces Barnabas. Acts 11:19-26 Barnabas’ character is de-

scribed. 

Context We often think of Barnabas as simply a sidekick of the Apostle Paul. But he 

was a deeply faithful man, who actually went to bring Paul from Antioch 

and begin their work as partners in the gospel. 

Challenge Sometimes faithful action looks more like patience. Where in your life are 

you in need of the Spirit’s gift of patience? 

Prayer Holy God, teach us to be patient in our faithfulness. Amen. 

CommUNITY Worship 
June 27 

9AM 
Grandon Civic Center 
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 You and your family are 
cordially 

invited to attend 

Rock River Hospice & Home's 

Celebration of Life 
June 13th -- 2:00 PM  

ROCK RIVER HOSPICE AND HOME GARDEN 
2607 Ave E Sterling, IL  

A special time of remembering and honoring the 
loved ones we served in the past year, with candle 
lighting, music, and readings make this service a 

time of healing as well as celebration. 
 

We also welcome those who have not used hospice 
services; please call 815-625-3858 to have 

your loved one’s name included in the readings 
and hand-outs. 

 

Refreshments will be served following the service. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Lucy Ettinger, 
Pat Conklen, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie 
Musgrove, Ross & Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie 
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint 

June 

06/01 Melissa Vogel 

06/02 Ross Jennings   

06/04 Elizabeth Wicks 

06/05 Diane Conklen 

06/06 Ross & Marlene Jennings (A) 

 Ronald & Jane Pease (A)  

06/07 Lori Davidson 

 Jake & Mary Ellen Amsbaugh (A) 

06/08 Kinsey Zacharski 

 Emmett Brown 

 Peter & Sue Whiting (A) 

06/11 Robert Boze 

06/12 David Twining 

06/14 Jim Camp 

06/17 Katie Adell 

06/18 Ashtyn Burkhalter 

Ron & Shirley Van Wyhe (A) 

06/20 Julie Cox 

06/22 Makinzie Vogel 

 Barry & Mary Flint (A) 

06/25 Bob & Christina Berry (A) 

06/30 Michael Hemminger 

 Sue Whiting 

T hank you for your thoughts and 
prayers for myself and Arvid Adell’s 
family. T here was a great 
outpouring of support from my 
church family, and I can’t express 
how grateful I am to have you all. 
 - Bev Adell 

We’re back, and so are flowers! 
The sign up is out in the narthex.  



  
10 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

6:00p-AA 

2 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

4 5 

 

6 

Grad Sunday 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Bible Study 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

7 

 

8 

6:00p-AA 

5:30p-Session 

9 10 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

11 12 

13 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Bible Study 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

14 

 

15 

6:00p-AA 

16 

10:00a-Bible 

Study @ 

Sinnissippi 

17 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

18 19 

20 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Bible Study 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

21 

 

22 

6:00p-AA 

23 24 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

25 26 

27 

Worship @ 

Grandon 

9 AM 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

28 29 

6:00p-AA 

30    

UNITE 


