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Beloved Friends, 

For some of us, summer is never long enough. For others, the coming of 

fall is welcome- a change back to familiar rhythms. When I write this letter 

each month, I often look back at what I wrote for the same month in the 

previous year. Last year, my letter began, “It seems hard because it is 

hard.” Rally Day, the day when we kickoff Sunday School and all our fall 

programs, was on Zoom last year. We hadn’t met in person since March. 

The world was turned upside down. 

This year is a little more like going back to familiar rhythms, but some 

changes will be permanent. That’s not such a terrible thing! Change can be 

a wonderful and renewing event! We have learned so much since last 

September: how to do online worship; how to Zoom like experts; how to 

care for each other even when we can’t be together; how to be church in difficult circumstances. In 

the midst of it all, we’ve welcomed new people, started new programs, learned new things, and 

sought a new vision for what God is calling us to be. 

I’m excited to see how we will continue to be changed by God’s vision for us as this expression of 

Christ’s body, the church. This fall we are re-visiting the theme of “Neighbors” with the Mister 

Rogers stories we had to cut short last year, and with new material from Sparkhouse. I’m also 

looking forward to a week of rest and respite courtesy of our Presbyterian Board of Pensions 

CREDO program. I’ll be away from September 10-17 for a week of Sabbath, supported by our Board 

of Pensions. Some other things I’m looking forward to: 

· September 1: Women’s Bible Study resumes. Zoom, Wednesdays at 10:00 AM 

· September 11: Taste of Fiesta at RB&W park 

· September 19: Rally Day. The theme: What God is Like. 

· September 26: Starting our fall Sunday schedule with confirmation class after worship and the 

Extreme Bible Study after confirmation. 

· October 3: First Sunday School in person for children (it will be in person the first Sunday of each 

month); World Communion Sunday and the Global Peace and Witness offering. 

As the leaves change color and fall to the ground, let’s remember that change, while sometimes 

challenging, is beautiful, and leads to new growth. 

Grace and Peace, 

Christina 
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Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and 

Amen! Psalm 72:19 

 

Hi, church friends! 

 

This is Jodi Perez standing in for Nan this month. 

 

As our summer days begin to wind down, I’d like to reflect back on our glorious 

Community VBS, Everywhere Fun Fair, held in July. This is the first year I’ve been involved with it 

and I’m so glad that Nan asked for my help- it was a great event. The day began with helpers of all 

ages coming together to finish preparing for the kids to arrive (after the committee had done the set 

up and decorations). We talked, sang and prayed that God would be with us as we spent the 

morning with our youngsters working together, playing together, learning about God and singing 

His glory (I’m still singing “I just want to be a sheep baa, baa, baa, baa) God was indeed among us. 

We had mostly great weather, smiling faces of children and adults and an all around feeling of joy 

and gratitude. If you’ve never been involved, please consider stopping by next year to visit or help- 

I know I’ll be happy to participate again! 

 

Now that schools are back in session, our Christian Education programs will soon follow. Rally Day 

will be held on Sunday, September 19th, after church. This year’s theme is the Olympics. There will 

be outdoor games and food available, both good reasons to attend. Who doesn’t like a good hot 

dog? And I’ve heard that the games will have you laughing and wanting more. Nan was telling me 

about one game that involves Books of the Bible and pool noodles. Now that I have to see! Mark 

your calendars for Rally Day, September 19! 

 

God’s glory does fill our hearts and our church. We’ve come through a rough year, are facing 

uncertain times presently yet our love for God and for each other shines through it all! Let’s 

continue to let God’s light shine in each of our lives daily! 

 

Peace be with you all, 

Jodi 

Join us September 19th 
as we kick off our 

Sunday School year! We 
will have food, 

fellowship, and fun—all 
outdoors!  

See you there! 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

We are reconvening our Wednesday mornings 

on Zoom beginning September 1st at 10AM 

Men's Prayer Breakfast will be 

September 16th at Benny's Red Apple in 

Sterling, at 8:00 AM.  

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I 

am asking you all if you would please save 

your bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My 

project is collecting bottle caps and turning 

them into benches. I am replacing the old 

benches at Redfield Park. I need 400 

pounds of bottle caps for 2 benches, but 

luckily I already have 200 pounds.  

 
Little Free Pantry  
The Little Free Pantry on our church corner seems to 
be getting a lot of traffic. As you do your shopping, 
consider picking up a few non-perishable items to 
put into the pantry for those who might need it. 
Canned tuna and chicken, peanut butter, canned 
fruit, shelf-stable milk, and cereal are a few items 
that might be welcome. 

PADS Volunteers Needed 
 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
 

First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers 
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a 
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and 
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the 
meal and do the dishes. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
 

First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator 
Bryan Etter 

Our Buddy Bag program is 
starting up again, and we are 
in need of donations! Single 
serving, shelf stable food (fruit 
cups, mac-n-cheese cups, 

granola bars, etc). Or you can drop 
money to the church memo’d Buddy 
Bags! 
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Weekly Devotions 
 

September 5—Labor: The Works of Our Hands 

 
 

September 12 

 

Theme Labor Day gives us an opportunity to consider and appreciate the work that 

people do, and our perspective on wages and labor. 

Text Deuteronomy 24:14-15, fair and prompt wages 

Context In the Hebrew scriptures, we see many instances of the importance of fair wag-

es and the injunction against exploiting workers. 

Challenge What value do you place on your work? On that of others? 

Prayer God we thank you for all who labor and for those who rest from their labors. 

Help us to appreciate fully the value of work and fair pay. Amen. 

Theme Life in Christ calls us to set our minds on the things of God. 

Text Mark 8:27-38 

Context Jesus has fed thousands, healed people, preached and taught, but still his fol-

lowers focus their attention on their own worries. 

Challenge Where is your mind set? On divine things, or human things? 

Prayer O God, help us to see this world through your eyes, and to love this world 

with your love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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September 19—RALLY DAY! What God Is Like 

 
 

September 26—Being Neighbors 

 
 

Theme God is beyond our imagination, so we use our imagination and scripture to try 

to grasp what God is like. 

Text Romans 11:33-36 A reflection on the nature of God. 

Context After a long, logical argument, the writer breaks into a song of praise. 

Challenge What is God like? What do you believe about God? 

Prayer God, we are in awe of the mystery that is you. Amen. 

Theme We learn about how God’s intention for us is to be good neighbors, not only to 

those we know, but to those who are strangers.  

Text Deuteronomy 10:17-21 Be a Neighbor 

Acts 16:11-15, A New Believer  

Context The law tells God’s people how important it is to be good neighbors to others, 

even those who are immigrants and strangers. In Acts we learn about a new 

convert to the faith who welcomes Paul into her home.  

Challenge In what ways can you be a neighbor to those who are different from you, who 

are strangers or immigrants?  

Prayer God, you have told us to love our neighbors. Help us to be welcoming and lov-

ing even to those who are strangers to us. Amen.  
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Lucy Ettinger, 
Pat Conklen, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie 
Musgrove, Ross & Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie 
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint 

September 

09/01 Pauline Kettler 

 Morgan Penwarden 

09/03 Joan Velde 

 Tim & Nan Pashon (A) 

09/04 Hayley Osborn 

09/06 Nathan & Megan Shank (A) 

09/11 Tim Tedrick 

09/12 Norman Asbury 

09/15 Meli Cangahuala 

09/16 Kyle Cox 

 Erik Oberg 

09/17 James Olson 

09/19 Freddy Rastede 

09/22 Margaret McPherson  

09/24 Tonia & Diana Day-Schreiner (A) 

09/25 Zoee Johnson 

09/26 Jeff Conklen 

09/27 Derek Van Wyhe 

09/30 Eric Pease & Alison Bjork (A) 

Dear Committee & Supporting Congregation, 
On behalf of the board and staff at Rock River Hospice & Home, thank you so much for 

your $5,000 donation. We are grateful for the continued support to Hospice. We greatly 
appreciate your expression of support to our Hospice Home. T he funds will be placed in our 

Charity Care & Veteran’s Charity Care Funds. 
T his allows us to continue to provide quality compassionate care to the terminally ill and their 
families without burden of cost to them. As we expand our services to patients and families, 
our mission remains our foundation, With Hospice, we give hope to families and comfort to 

patients. Generosity such as yours will help us continue this tradition of caring for our 
communities. 

Sincerely, 
T he Board & Staff of Rock River Hospice & Home 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

2 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

3 4 

 

5 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Bible Study 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

6 7 

6:00p-AA 

 

8 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

9 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

10 11 

12 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Bible Study 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

13 

4:30-Mom’s 

 

 

14 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

15 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

16 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

17 18 

19 

Rally Day! 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Bible Study 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

20 

4:30-Mom’s 

 

 

21 

6:00p-AA 

22 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

23 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

24 25 

26 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Confirmation 

12:00p-Bible Study 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

27 

4:30-Mom’s 

28 

6:00p-AA 

29 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

30   

Office 
Closed 

Office 
Closed 


