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Audrey’s Letter
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This month's letter is from guest writer, Audrey Nesbitt. We are grateful to
Audrey for this beautiful meditation on the lights of Advent. If you would like to
share your reflections, just email them to the church or to Pastor Christina.

Nan’s Letter
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Reflecting God’s Light

Longest Night
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Then and Now

Christmas Eve
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Inside This Issue:

What is the first thing you do on a cold winter morning? As for me, I jump
Devotions
6 out of a soft and cozy bed and look in the bathroom mirror. What usually
stares back at me is a mop of tousled hair, and a pair of droopy eyes. You
Missions
8
know the routine, and the image. Or do you? Perhaps I need to look in that
Birthdays &
9 mirror again and see not my image, but a reflection of God’s image. How
Anniversaries
will God’s image be reflected in me this new day? Perhaps it would be
Calendar
10 better if I look again at that mirror and see ears that truly listen, eyes that
see with love and empathy, and lips that speak kindly; the image God has
portrayed since the beginning of time. And then I need to ask, “How can I best give God my glory in
this advent season and the coming new year?”

If you walk back in time with me, you might just see this idea of humankind reflecting God’s light is
right there in the Bible. The prophets of the old and new testaments like Isaiah and John the Baptist,
or even the characters of the nativity, all had a very important role in God’s plan for the world. They
were all making ready for the appearance of Jesus. I pondered this until one night, during a moment
of wakefulness, I had the realization that each of them was an instrument of the reflected light of
God, just like me. God was working through them, and each was carrying out God’s plan through
the most difficult situations and times.
We each know that that God alone could take away the sins of the world and give us eternal life; so
God chose to come to us in human form: Jesus. Before and after his birth Jesus would be known as
the light of the world, the true light and an array of other names. God would be subjected to the joys
and sorrows of human fatherhood; so that we might better understand God’s power, greatness, and
light.
God saw the need for a powerful visual to get the attention of the whole world. An extremely bright
star must rise above the birthplace where the infant Jesus lay. It would be a humble birth, a
relatively short human life, a call to God’s people to be reflectors of Jesus’s light, and a never ending
light in the world for all time.
Friends, please join us at First Presbyterian Church, Sterling, IL this advent season, and with all the
twinkling lights of the season; may you be reminded of the light of Christ and that you too can be a
reflector of Christ’s light.
Audrey Nesbitt
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Hello Friends,

Here we are at the beginning of another Advent season. These four weeks before
Christmas can often be very hectic for families. If we stop to think about all the
“things” we need to get done in these four short weeks, our stress level goes through
the roof! Many of us quietly dread how the hustle and bustle of the season will make
our feelings of sadness, loss, loneliness, and sorrow even more difficult to deal with.
But maybe Advent comes to us when we need it the most. Advent offers us the chance to prepare
and reflect on the birth of Jesus, which means we spend a little less time on the latest news blip, the
not so urgent text, or the awesome online shopping deal. Advent is also a time to reflect on the light
of Jesus and remember that no amount of darkness can put it out. A simple reminder of that is
looking up into the sky on a night black as pitch and seeing stars shining brightly in the darkness.
Advent reminds us that all that is good in our lives comes as a gift from God.
Speaking of gifts from God...the children of First Presbyterian Church look forward to presenting
their Christmas program, “Twas the Night Before”, on December 12th. Join us!
Feeling Crafty? Join us December 5th after worship for a quick and easy
advent craft!
Please feel free to take an Advent calendar; they are available in the Narthex.

Wednesday morning Bible study will be reading the book 7 Days of Christmas, by Jen Hartmaker.
These books are also available at church. I’ve almost finished reading this sweet, funny, beautiful
book and have thoroughly enjoyed it!
I look forward to sharing in the good news of Advent and celebrating the great joy of Christmas
with you all this season.
Peace,
Nan









Mark Your Calendars!
December 5—Advent Celebration after church
December 12—Children’s Program
December 21—Longest Night Service 5PM
December 24—Christmas Eve Service 5PM
December 26—NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP
January 8—Officer Training
January 30—Annual Meeting
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Christmas Eve Service
December 24th—5PM
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Weekly Devotions
December 5—The Lights of Advent: John the Baptist

Theme
Text
Context

Challenge
Prayer

The true light coming into the world
John 1:1-9, 19-28
John’s gospel begins with the beginning, and describes Jesus as the light of the
world. John the Baptist is the one who prepare the way and points to the coming light.
Advent is a season of waiting. How do you wait with hope and patience?
God, help us to prepare the path of our hearts, so that the light will lead us to
your son, the one true light. Amen.
December 12—The Lights of Advent: Mary’s Song of Joy

Theme
Text
Context

Challenge
Prayer

The light of the angel illuminates Mary’s future – and her heart!
Luke 1: 26-56 Mary sings a song of God’s justice.
It is a revolutionary moment, this upending of Mary’s world, and, in the birth
of Jesus, the upending of everything! Power will shift, the great brought down,
the lowly lifted up.
How does the light of God’s justice shine for you this season?
God, we are awaiting the coming of Jesus. Help us to trust as Mary did, and to
rejoice in your promise. Amen.
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December 19—The Lights of Advent: The Innkeeper’s Lamp

Theme
Text
Context

Challenge
Prayer

The light at the inn.
Luke 2: 1-7 There was no room for them at the inn.
It is only a brief mention, and we don’t really know exactly where it was, but
someone provided a safe and warm place for Jesus to be born. What might that
person have risked?
How do we make space for those in need? What risks will we take?
Holy God, be born in us, so that we will be ready to hold up our lights and make
space for those who need you. Amen.
December 24—The Light of the World

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

Jesus, the one true light, is born.
Luke 2: 1-20
The Christmas story is one of travel, risk, surprise and ultimately worship.
Where does the Christmas light shine most brightly for you?
Thanks be to you, O God, for this light, this peace, this hope, this joy, this love!
Amen
December 26

No In-Person Worship Service
We’ll be back January 2
Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

The massacre of the innocents.
Matthew 2: 13-23 In a bloodthirsty quest to eliminate the infant Jesus, Herod murders all the children under the age of two .
The king cannot let his power be threatened. When he hears that this “King of the
Jews” has been born, he must stop him.
This troubling text reminds us how power, even legal power, can turn into a destructive force. How do you protect innocent children?
Make us powerful with compassion, O God, that we may protect the young7and
vulnerable, and care lovingly for those who mourn. Amen

Men's Prayer Breakfast will be December
16th at Benny's Red Apple in Sterling, at
8:00 AM.
PADS Volunteers Needed
PADS is the local agency that provides
temporary housing for the homeless of the
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The
guests are provided with a dinner and
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am.
First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the
meal and do the dishes.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Wednesday mornings on Zoom at 10AM

There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the
Church narthex.
First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator
Bryan Etter
Our Buddy Bag program is
starting up again, and we are
in need of donations! Single
serving, shelf stable food (fruit
cups, mac-n-cheese cups,
granola bars, etc). Or you can drop
money to the church memo’d Buddy
Bags!

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I
am asking you all if you would please save
your bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My
project is collecting bottle caps and turning
them into benches. I am replacing the old
benches at Redfield Park. I need 400
pounds of bottle caps for 2 benches, but
luckily I already have 200 pounds.

The Loaves and Fishes Breakfast Program is back in action, three days per week
(M+W+F) with all carryout meals per health department regulations. Loaves and
Fishes is housed at First United Methodist. They are currently averaging 65
people/meals served each day. This is good news. The bad news is that the Food
Bank has no bacon or sausage these days and do not foresee getting any. It costs
over $140 for three days of breakfast meat. You can support feeding those in need
through your donations. Checks can be made out to Loaves and Fishes and
mailed to First United Methodist (501 Broadway Ave, Sterling, IL 61081). Sign up to serve at Loaves and
Fishes by calling Lois Heerdt (815-626-4773) or Paul Gould (815-499-2041). If enough funding and
volunteers can be secured, breakfast will be offered on additional days. Please prayerfully consider
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serving at and supporting Loaves and Fishes!

Please pray for:
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold
At Resthave - Ann Musgrove, Lucy Ettinger
In the Service - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz,
Payton Lowe
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Lucy Ettinger,
Pat Conklen, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie
Musgrove, Ross & Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, Hart
DuBois, Yvonne Van Wyhe, David & Beth Wright &
baby Lucy, Nancy Weber

December
12/2 John Haglund
12/5 Samantha Whiles
Cindy Rodriguez
12/8 Dorothy Keperling
Diana Day-Schreiner
12/9 Philip Sinroll
12/10 George Mobarak
12/11 Nancy Weber
12/14 Rex Neff
12/15 Carla Connelly
12/17 Richard Aggen
12/19 Karsten Oberg
12/20 Nancy Newman
12/22 Mary Amsbaugh
Eric Pease
Richard & Judy Aggen (A)
12/23 John Austin Dick
12/24 Gail Dancey
David Cangahuala
12/27 Jacqueline Williams
Hannah Mobarak
Elias Patras
12/28 Jennifer Holloway

Dear friends,
T hank you so much for the cards, texts, and prayers after my recent
heart attack. I truly appreciate your caring and concern. I am slowly
feeling better and hope to see you in church before too long.
T hankfull y,
Nancy Weber
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10:00a-Bible
Study on Zoom

2
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

3

4

5
9:30a-Worship
10:30a-Advent
Celebration
10:30a-Choir
2:00p-Recital
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

6
4:30-Mom’s
6:00p-Cub
Scouts

7
6:00p-AA

8
10:00a-Bible
Study on Zoom

9
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

10

11

12
9:30a-Worship
10:30a-Confirmation
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

13
4:30-Mom’s
6:00p-Cub
Scouts

14
6:00p-AA

15
10:00a-Bible
Study on Zoom

16
8:00a-Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

17

18

19
9:30a-Worship
10:30a-Confirmation
10:30a-Choir
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

20
4:30-Mom’s
6:00p-Cub
Scouts

21
22
5:00p-Longest 10:00a-Bible
Night Service Study on Zoom
6:00p-AA

23
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

24
5:00pChristmas
Eve Service

25

26

27
4:30-Mom’s
6:00p-Cub
Scouts

NO IN-PERSON
WORSHIP

Office Closed
28
6:00p-AA

29

30
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

31

6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

Office Closed
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