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Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

To God the creator triumphantly raise. 

Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 

Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

God’s banners are o'er us, pure light goes before us, 

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 

Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished 

As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 

Dear Friends, 

I woke up this morning with this beautiful old hymn on my mind. (By the 

way, did you know that Katherine Davis, who wrote it, also wrote “The 

Little Drummer Boy”?) I’ve been singing it to myself all day. This time of 

year, I need to be reminded of God’s provision and care, and some days I 

need to be reminded to join in a song of thanksgiving with all things now 

living. 

 

I feel like a time-traveler this time of year. I’m looking back at the past as I prepare for writing the 

annual report. I’m living in the future as we plan for Stewardship and Advent and, yes, next year’s 

annual meeting. And I have to be in the present for this coming Sunday, and the next Bible study! In 

this season of thanksgiving, I’m learning from the past, working in the present, and looking to the 

future to seek God’s vision for us and our congregation. You’ll see a good bit of that in this 

newsletter. 

 

Starting October 31, we are in our annual Stewardship season, and this year’s theme is “Flourishing 

Church: Seeking God’s Shalom.” Each week we will explore a passage from the Gospel According to 

Matthew as we look back at God’s provision in the past, celebrate the gifts of the present, and seek 

God’s vision for our future. You’ll be getting your annual pledge campaign letter soon, and there is 

also a pledge form in this newsletter if you want to go ahead and make your pledge now. 

 

The work on our building continues, and with these last projects, we’ll have done all of the major 

work that needs doing. Once we have completed all this work, we will begin a capital campaign in 

January of 2022 to rebuild our investment funds so that we can continue to do the ministry and 

mission to which God has called us. That campaign is the “Fund for a Flourishing Future.” I’m 

excited to share with you some of the ways that money will be invested in ministry to bring glory to 

God for generations to come. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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No sooner do we wind up Stewardship season than Advent is upon us, and your Worship Team 

and Worship and Music Committee have come up with a beautiful theme to share with you. But 

you’ll have to wait for that one – it will be in the future! For now, give thanks each day for all that 

we’ve been given! 

 

By law God enforces the stars in their courses And sun in its orbit obediently shine; The hills and the 

mountains, the rivers and fountains, The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. We too should be 

voicing our love and rejoicing; With glad adoration a song let us raise Till all things now living unite 

in thanksgiving: "To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!" 

 

Peace,  

Christina 
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Hello Friends, 

  

During the month of November, we focus on stewardship. When the word 

stewardship is mentioned, most people think of money, and to be honest, a long time 

ago, that’s what immediately came to mind for me. But stewardship is so much more 

than that. The Bible teaches us that stewardship is demonstrated in all parts of our life. 

Stewardship is all about sharing the gifts that God has given with everyone around us. 

I’ve been thinking about the best way to teach stewardship to the kids during Sunday 

school. Teaching stewardship to children is tricky. Children tend to think the world revolves 

around them. And really, most of the time it does. 

 

There are so many opportunities to show children how to be good stewards of their time, talents 

and treasures: 

 

1.       Encourage children to share their treats. Ask them how they feel after sharing something they 

enjoy with someone else. 

2.       Talk to your child about how you share your gifts with others. Do you help with Pads, Buddy 

Bags, VBS, or any other outreach? If so, share why this outreach is important and how you help, 

whether with time or talents. 

3.       Teach your child about how you give to our church and why. 

I think the season of Stewardship and Thanksgiving is a perfect opportunity for us to teach 

stewardship and thankfulness to our children. It’s a chance for us to remind our children that God 

has given us all gifts.  Our responsibility is to use them to the best of our ability. Don’t be afraid to 

remind and teach your children to be thankful for the people around them. Perhaps during this 

season of Stewardship and Thanksgiving, your family could make a list of people you are thankful 

for. After you accumulate the list, take time to lift them up in prayer, giving thanks with a grateful 

heart. 

  

Peace, 

Nan 
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Dear Friends, 

              What a year it has been! Since March of 2020, our lives have 

changed in ways we could never have predicted! Some things have 

changed permanently, others, we hope, only for a time. We gathered 

again in person on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021. While we were apart, 

we learned a lot. We learned how to create worship online, with choir, 

children’s messages, and even lighting candles on Christmas Eve! We’ve 

been able to reach people beyond the congregation as never before! Our 

leadership and our staff have gone above and beyond to make sure that 

we stay connected, that we continue our vital programs of worship, education, and mission, and that 

we keep everyone as safe as possible in the process. 

 In 2021, we began to address some long-overdue repairs and maintenance to our building. The 

basement floor has been removed, along with the dangers it posed; the tuckpointing is nearly finished; 

some serious structural issues are being addressed. Those major expenditures have reduced our 

reserves, and we will discuss that with you in a separate letter about a new campaign the Session has 

approved, the “Fund for a Flourishing Future.” We want you to know about that now, however, as 

you prayerfully consider your pledge for the General Fund for 2022. That campaign will be a three year 

process to rebuild the reserve funds that are invested to support the ministries of our congregation. 

 The main source of income our church has is your pledges. Your tithes and offerings make it 

possible for this congregation to flourish, and because of your generosity, we have been able to do 

amazing things in our community and around the globe! Our mission giving includes simple things 

like socks and underwear for children, and covering basic needs for people in crisis. We’ve also given 

to the Rock River Hospice, Stronghold Camp, the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly, Buddy 

Bags, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Sterling Public Schools, and so many others. Our hospitality 

extends to MOMs group, AA, NA, PFLAG, Diversity Committee of the Sauk Valley, Scouts and many 

other local groups. 

 Of course, your giving also supports salaries for our pastor and our excellent staff—our music 

director, choir director, musicians, office administrator, and custodians. And your pledges help us to 

pay basic costs, like utilities, insurance, and office supplies. Because of your continuing generosity with 

your time, talents, and financial support, we are a flourishing church. And we believe that God wants 

us to continue to flourish! 

 As you know, the Biblical starting point for giving is the tithe—ten percent of all we earn. We 

believe in proportional giving out of a sense of gratitude to God. Won’t you prayerfully consider how 

you can increase your annual giving, and work toward the goal of tithing? We encourage you to be as 

generous as you can.  Enclosed is a chart that helps you see where you are in proportional giving, and 

helps you set a goal to step up by a percentage or two. 

  

              If you are already pledging, thank you! If you can increase your pledge, thank you! And if you 

are new to this and would like to begin pledging this year with whatever you can, thank you! Your 

giving will be a blessing, and you will be blessed!  You can give and make your pledge online! Just go 

to our website and click on “Giving.” May God continue to bless you in your life of faith. 

Grace and peace to you, 

The Session 
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YES! I want to live generously!  

 

Name          ________ 

Address        ________ 

City, State Zip        ________ 

Phone     _______   ________ 

Email         ________ 

 

My pledge for 2022 is  $       per            week   month    year (please circle one) 

 Please contact me about electronic funds transfer. Best time/number to reach me______________________ 

 I would like information about wills and bequests to the church or the Presbyterian Foundation. 

 I would like to make an additional onetime donation of         . 

RED POINSETTIAS 

Deadline to order is Wednesday, November 10th. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

# of Poinsettia _________________________________________________________ 

In honor of __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the Glory of God ________________ 

I will keep my poinsettia _______________             I want to give my poinsettia to a shut-in ______________ 

Or call the office at 625-0452 to order. 

Poinsettias are $8 each. 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Wednesday mornings on Zoom at 10AM 

Men's Prayer Breakfast will be 

November 18th at Benny's Red Apple in 

Sterling, at 8:00 AM.  

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I 

am asking you all if you would please save 

your bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My 

project is collecting bottle caps and turning 

them into benches. I am replacing the old 

benches at Redfield Park. I need 400 

pounds of bottle caps for 2 benches, but 

luckily I already have 200 pounds.  

PADS Volunteers Needed 
 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
 

First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers 
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a 
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and 
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the 
meal and do the dishes. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
 

First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator 
Bryan Etter 

Our Buddy Bag program is 
starting up again, and we are 
in need of donations! Single 
serving, shelf stable food (fruit 
cups, mac-n-cheese cups, 

granola bars, etc). Or you can drop 
money to the church memo’d Buddy 
Bags! 

The Loaves and Fishes Breakfast Program is back in action, three days per week 
(M+W+F) with all carryout meals per health department regulations. Loaves and 
Fishes is housed at First United Methodist. They are currently averaging 65 
people/meals served each day. This is good news. The bad news is that the Food 
Bank has no bacon or sausage these days and do not foresee getting any. It costs 
over $140 for three days of breakfast meat. You can support feeding those in need 
through your donations. Checks can be made out to Loaves and Fishes and 

mailed to First United Methodist (501 Broadway Ave, Sterling, IL 61081). Sign up to serve at Loaves and 
Fishes by calling Lois Heerdt (815-626-4773) or Paul Gould (815-499-2041). If enough funding and 
volunteers can be secured, breakfast will be offered on additional days. Please prayerfully consider 
serving at and supporting Loaves and Fishes!  
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Weekly Devotions 
 

November 7—Flourishing Church: Seeking God’s Shalom 

 
 

  

November 14—Flourishing Church: Seeking God’s Shalom 

 

Theme God’s Shalom means not only peace, but fullness of life for all people. Part 

of our life in Christ is preparing for what is to come.  

Text Matthew 25: 1-13 The parable of the bridesmaids and the lamps 

Context Jesus tells a story about ten bridesmaids – five who had planned ahead, 

and five who had not. 

Challenge Most of us have made some plans for our own future. How can we look 

ahead for the life of our congregation?  

Prayer Holy God, you challenge us to be ready for an unknown future, but your 

promise is that whatever comes, you are with us. Amen.  

Theme One way to think about how we use our resources in ministry is to consid-

er our work as an investment in the world God loves. 

Text Matthew 25: 14-30 Jesus tells a story about three servants entrusted with 

the master’s money. 

Context God’s shalom involves trust, faith, hope, and a little bit of risk. Burying the 

resources God has given us is not a good use of them, for us, for others, or 

for the sake of the gospel. 

Challenge When has fear tempted you to hoard or “bury” what God has given you? 

How can you trust God and use your gifts better? 

Prayer Generous God, give us courage and hope that the work we invest in your 

world is never a loss. We pray in the name of the one who gave us every-

thing. Amen. 
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November 21—Flourishing Church: Seeking God’s Shalom 

 
 

November 28—First Sunday of Advent: The Lights of Advent  

 
  

Theme  God’s shalom encompasses wholeness, safety, health and flourishing for all 

of creation, especially people.  

Text  Matthew 25: 31-44 Jesus tells yet another story! This time, he calls to account 

those who have withheld generosity because they could not understand that 

their giving of caring and concern is for Jesus.   

Context  Jesus wants us to see that ALL people, no matter what our opinion of them 

might be, are worthy of care, compassion, and concern.  

Challenge  Who are “the least of these” in your world who need your care, compassion 

and concern?  

Prayer  Help us, generous God, to see the face of Jesus in all we meet. Amen.  

Theme  On this first Sunday of Advent, we turn our attention to the prophets of old, 

who awaited with hope the coming of the Messiah. 

Text  Isaiah 60: 1-5 The prophet speaks of the coming of the light. 

Context   Isaiah uses light as a metaphor for the coming of the day of the Lord, a day 

when God illuminates the entire earth with glory. 

Challenge  What does the metaphor of light and darkness mean to you? How do you 

walk in the light of God’s promise? 

Prayer  Let your light shine on us and in us, O God, in this season of waiting. Amen 
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The dinner is $45 per person. 
Register online at bit.ly/betheherodinner 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Lucy Ettinger, 
Pat Conklen, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie 
Musgrove, Ross & Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie 
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, Hart 
DuBois, Yvonne Van Wyhe, David & Beth Wright & 
baby Lucy 

November 

11/01 Benjamin Boze 

11/02 Jonathan Nesbitt 

11/03 Daniel Osborn 

11/04 Stephanie (Conklen) Porter 

11/07 Jennifer Jones 

11/12 Jack McConnell 

11/13 Barry Cox 

 Stephanie (Etter) Brall 

11/14 Kayla Hemminger  

11/15 David & Jillian Pease (A) 

11/17 Parker Dir 

Brian & Joyce Hochstatter (A) 

11/21 Judy Lowe 

11/22 Nicole Oberg 

11/25 Mary Jo Edge 

 Allison Yemm 

11/27 Cayla Wolbert 

11/28 Nan Pashon 

11/30 Jeff & Diane Conklen (A) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

4:30-Mom’s 

2 

6:00p-AA 

3 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

4 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

5 6 

 

7 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School 

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

8 

4:30-Mom’s 

9 

6:00p-AA 

 

10 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

11 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

12 13 

14 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School 

10:30a-Confirmation 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

15 

4:30-Mom’s 

 

 

16 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

17 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

18 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

19 20 

21 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School 

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

22 

4:30-Mom’s 

 

 

23 

6:00p-AA 

24 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

25 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

26 27 

28 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School 

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

 

29 

4:30-Mom’s 

30 

6:00p-AA 

    

Office Closed 


