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Have you ever thought, “I never expected my life would be like this!”?
Perhaps it was in the middle of a great celebration with friends, a deep joy
in a quiet time with someone you love, or an honor for an accomplishment.
Or maybe, as sometimes happens, it was in the middle of a completely
unexpected challenge or difficulty: a relationship ending, loss of a job or a
planned future, an illness that lingers or becomes chronic. “I never
expected my life would be like this!”

The truth is, as the old saying goes, “Humans plan, and God laughs.” Most
of us have some kind of ideas about how our lives are going to go, and I’d
Calendar
8 guess that most of us end up being surprised (at least sometimes) about
how it really goes. This past eighteen months have certainly demonstrated
that. None of us ever expected that we would live together through a global pandemic, and one that
apparently is going to drag on and on and on. It has been difficult, and challenging, and sad, and
frustrating – nothing we’d ever have expected. But it has also given us some gifts.

Gifts? Yes! Unexpected gifts. Here are a few:
Churches like ours were pushed to change faster than we might have, to take full advantage of
technology and connection, so people far and wide can participate in the life of the church. We now
have a YouTube channel and most all of us have learned to use Zoom.
We’ve gotten better at using online giving and EFT, so that people can offer their financial gifts even
if they are not physically present in worship.
We’ve streamlined our worship services in ways that help us focus more on God’s word and less on
business and announcements.
We’ve all had the chance to take stock of what is really important, what we really need to be doing.
If we were living over-committed lives with unsustainable schedules, we’ve been forced to slow
down and be more selective of what we are doing. If we were taking things for granted, this
pandemic has helped us appreciate connection and community more.
We don’t know what the future holds, but I’m pretty sure it won’t be exactly what any of us expect.
But we do know who holds the future, and because we are in God’s hands, we know that we have a
future with hope! As we savor the beauty of fall, I encourage you to look for the unexpected joys of
this moment, this day, this life.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Christina
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Hello Friends,

It’s good to be back!! Let me clarify; back in the rhythm of the church year. We
marked the beginning of another church year by gathering together during Rally
Sunday. I always look forward to Rally Day. It’s the day we come together in worship
as faithful people to be reminded of the promise of learning and growing in God’s
love. I have always enjoyed planning activities for this day, but this year was different.
My sense of excitement was replaced with a bit of anxiety, lots of concerns, and a sort
of dread over the challenges of holding an event during Covid.
We want to keep our church family safe, and we are mindful that our children are not
vaccinated. As we planned for Rally Day 2021, we knew it would need to be held outside. So, my
weather vigil began. I was like a child during a blizzard watching the weather and praying school
would be cancelled. When the forecast for the weekend of Rally Day came out as hot and sunny, I
breathed a sigh of relief. But I was quickly reminded that Covid is not the only thing that can throw
obstacles in our way. I arrived at church midweek to find that an industrial sized, tuck-pointing lift
had been delivered, right smack in the middle of our Rally Day gathering area. And then, on my
hunt to locate tables for our picnic, I found that they had all been used to store items from the
kitchen, dining room, scouts’ room, and other store rooms in preparation for replacing the floors in
all those areas.
True confession time… at this point I fell apart. I muttered I can’t, we can’t, do this. I reached out to
Pastor Christina and wondered if we should just cancel. Thank goodness my anxiety wasn’t
contagious. She listened, reminded me that the church is not one person, and we brainstormed
solutions to the really not so big problem I had imagined.
When Rally Day arrived, our volunteers showed up early, arranged the tables around the giant lift,
and prepared for the morning’s festivities. It was a glorious day. Worship was moving and
inspirational as we talked about what God was like, and we celebrated Karsten’s baptism. After
worship, with the sun warming our backs and our spirits, we played Presby Bingo, cheered each
other on during our Books of the Bible challenge, laughed at the Oreo race, and said a sweet prayer
as we blessed our picnic lunch. We could’ve used a cool breeze and a bit of sunscreen, but that
didn’t stop us from lingering a bit longer to share another story, grab another hot dog, and smile
sweetly at the children playing in our midst. It was a good day!
So, just like that, we’re back at it, gathering together for worship, fellowship, Sunday school,
Confirmation class, and Adult Bible study. As the virus continues, we have re-imagined how we
will all gather together as we continue on our journey to be life-long learners. We have so many
opportunities to learn and grow together. God is good!
Peace,
Nan
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Men's Prayer Breakfast will be October
21st at Benny's Red Apple in Sterling, at
8:00 AM.
PADS Volunteers Needed
PADS is the local agency that provides
temporary housing for the homeless of the
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The
guests are provided with a dinner and
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am.
First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the
meal and do the dishes.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Wednesday mornings on Zoom at 10AM

There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the
Church narthex.
First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator
Bryan Etter
Our Buddy Bag program is
starting up again, and we are
in need of donations! Single
serving, shelf stable food (fruit
cups, mac-n-cheese cups,
granola bars, etc). Or you can drop
money to the church memo’d Buddy
Bags!

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I
am asking you all if you would please save
your bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My
project is collecting bottle caps and turning
them into benches. I am replacing the old
benches at Redfield Park. I need 400
pounds of bottle caps for 2 benches, but
luckily I already have 200 pounds.

The Loaves and Fishes Breakfast Program is back in action, three days per week
(M+W+F) with all carryout meals per health department regulations. Loaves and
Fishes is housed at First United Methodist. They are currently averaging 65
people/meals served each day. This is good news. The bad news is that the Food
Bank has no bacon or sausage these days and do not foresee getting any. It costs
over $140 for three days of breakfast meat. You can support feeding those in need
through your donations. Checks can be made out to Loaves and Fishes and
mailed to First United Methodist (501 Broadway Ave, Sterling, IL 61081). Sign up to serve at Loaves and
Fishes by calling Lois Heerdt (815-626-4773) or Paul Gould (815-499-2041). If enough funding and
volunteers can be secured, breakfast will be offered on additional days. Please prayerfully consider
6
serving at and supporting Loaves and Fishes!

Weekly Devotions
October 3—Being Neighbors

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

We learn about how God’s intention for us is to be good neighbors, not only to those we know, but to those who are strangers.
Deuteronomy 10:17-21 Be a Neighbor
The law tells God’s people how important it is to be good neighbors to others, especially those who are immigrants and strangers.
In what ways can you be a neighbor to those who are different from you,
who are strangers or immigrants?
God, you have told us to love our neighbors. Help us to be welcoming and
loving even to those who are strangers to us. Amen.
October 10—Peace in the Neighborhood

Theme
Text

Context

Challenge
Prayer

One of the barriers to peace is the challenge of forgiveness.
Genesis 33:1-11 Twin brothers who last spoke in anger, Jacob and Esau
meet again. Colossians 3:12-15 The epistle reminds us of the importance of
forgiving each other.
It is hard to have peace of mind when we can’t or won’t forgive. It is also
hard to have peace among people and nations if we can’t get beyond the
past.
When has it been difficult for you to practice forgiveness? When have you
been forgiven?
O God, help us to forgive as we have been forgiven. We pray in Jesus’ 7
name, Amen.

October 17—Just the Way You Are

Theme
Text
Context

Challenge
Prayer

All of us want to be loved as we are, just the way we are.
John 21:15-17 Jesus asks Peter to feed his lambs; Acts 10:28-36 tells us what
Peter did next.
Even though Peter had denied Jesus three times, Jesus still wanted Peter to be
a leader of his people. Peter demonstrated that he had learned to do this by
the way he responded to Cornelius.
God loves you as you are. Can you extend that same love to others?
Oh God, show us how to love as you love. Amen.
October 24—“Neighbor” Is a Verb

Theme
Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

Jesus tells a story about neighboring.
Luke 10: 25-37 a story of a traveler and a helper
Jesus was very clear about the ways in which we are supposed to treat others,
whether we know them or not.
How does one act of kindness ripple out to the world?
God, continue to teach us how to live and act as if neighbor is a verb, something we do, not just someone who lives next door. Amen.
October 31—Stewardship
Flourishing Church: Seeking God’s Shalom

Theme

Text
Context
Challenge
Prayer

Our Stewardship theme this year is “Flourishing Church: Seeking God’s Shalom.” We will explore our commitment as a Matthew 25 congregation to seek
God’s shalom for ourselves and others, and how this helps us to flourish.
Matthew 6: 25-34 Jesus tells us to look around us at the beautiful world and
see how God is caring for even the tiniest flowers and the birds.
Jesus sees how anxiety about material things distracts us from a life of joyful
service to God. He uses the natural world to redirect our priorities.
What causes you to worry? How do you change worry to trust?
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Even the grass and the birds thrive in your care, O God. Help us to trust your
goodness and focus our attention on seeking your Shalom. Amen.

Please pray for:
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold
At Resthave - Ann Musgrove
In the Service - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz,
Payton Lowe
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Lucy Ettinger,
Pat Conklen, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie
Musgrove, Ross & Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, Hart
DuBois, Yvonne Van Wyhe, David & Beth Wright &
baby Lucy

Mary-Terrie Snavely is turning 90!
And how are we going to celebrate? With
an open house, of course!
Sunday, October 10th 2-4PM
Wesley United Methodist Church
2200 16th Ave, Sterling
In lieu of presents, bring an item for the food
pantry.
See you there!
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10/01 Loretta Densmore
Peter Whiting
10/04 Thomas Densmore
Donald & Melissa Vogel (A)
10/05 Vincent Wren
10/06 Deborah Haglund
10/07 Lyle Muntean
Paul & Katrina Yemm (A)
10/09 Phyllis Duhm
Clay & Janet Martin (A)
10/12 Carrie McPherson
Mary Snavely
Michael & Kayla Hemminger (A)
10/13 Glen Weatherwax
10/14 Heather Finnicum
Donald & Meta Rastede (A)
Steve & Taylor Yemm (A)
10/15 Lillian Brown
Richard Davidson
10/16 Darcie Read
10/17 Wanda Martens
10/18 Sarah (Nesbitt) Peltier
10/19 Catherine McPherson
10/21 Alan Connelly
Jim & Vicki Olson (A)
10/22 Linda Weatherwax
10/24 Ann Henderson
10/25 Lisa Rastede
10/27 Lynn Gallegos
10/28 Connie Anderson
10/30 Julie Yemm
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
4
9:30a-Worship
4:30-Mom’s
10:30a-Sunday School
10:30a-Confirmation
Office
12:00p-Bible Study
Closed
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

5
6:00p-AA

6
10:00a-Bible
Study on Zoom

7
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA
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9

10
11
9:30a-Worship
4:30-Mom’s
10:30a-Sunday School
10:30a-Confirmation
12:00p-Bible Study
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

12
13
6:00p-AA
10:00a-Bible
6:30p-Session Study on Zoom

14
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

15

16

17
18
9:30a-Worship
4:30-Mom’s
10:30a-Sunday School
10:30a-Confirmation
12:00p-Bible Study
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

19
6:00p-AA

20
10:00a-Bible
Study on Zoom

21
8:00a-Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

22

23

24
25
9:30a-Worship
4:30-Mom’s
10:30a-Sunday School
10:30a-Confirmation
12:00p-Bible Study
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts

26
6:00p-AA

27
10:00a-Bible
Study on Zoom

28
6:00p-Youth
Outlook
7:00p-NA

29

30

31
9:30a-Worship
10:30a-Sunday School
10:30a-Confirmation
12:00p-Bible Study
6:00p-NA
6:30p-Scouts
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