
 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 

Statement of Belief  The Apostles’ Creed  

 

Moment of Thanks  

 

Offertory 

God of grace, we know that we are rooted and grounded in you, and we thank you 

for your nourishing love. Help us to spread our branches wide and sink our roots 

down deep, that this congregation may be like a tree planted by streams of living 

water. Amen.  

 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  

 

We Are Sent Out to the World 

 

Closing Song  The Summons (see overhead) 

 

Benediction 

Leader: And let all God’s people say… 

People: Alleluia! Amen! 

 

Response   May You Run and Not Be Weary (see overhead) 
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We Gather 

 

Welcome 

 

First Reading and Meditation 

Every time you make a choice you are turning the central part of you, the part of you 

that chooses, into something a little different than it was before. And taking your life 

as a whole, with all your innumerable choices, all your life long you are slowly 

turning this central thing into a heavenly creature or a hellish creature: either into a 

creature that is in harmony with God, and with other creatures, and with itself, or 

else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God, and with its fellow 

creatures, and with itself. To be the one kind of creature is heaven: that is, it is joy and 

peace and knowledge and power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, 

rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness. Each of us at each moment is progressing to 

the one state of the other.  

 - C.S. Lewis 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Jesus said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you.” 

People: We have come because Christ has called us to follow. 

Leader: We are here not because we are good, but because God is good. 

People: We stand in the light of God’s grace. 

Leader: We come to be nourished in faith 

People: and to flourish in love 

Leader: Let us worship and love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 

All: Let us worship God. 

 

Opening Song  God of Grace and God of Glory (Blue 420 v. 1, 3, 5)  

 

We Prepare our Hearts 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God of freedom, we ask for your forgiveness for the times when we have chosen 

badly, taking the low road in place of the higher ways of Jesus. 

 

 

We confess that sometimes our choices have been made out of selfishness. 

And we have sometimes made decisions for the wrong reasons, driven by selfish 

motives. 

Breathe your Spirit into us, God, so that our decision making may be pure and wise. 

Breathe your Spirit on our lips, that our speech may be that of life and light and holy 

joy. Breathe your Spirit on our hands, that in their busyness they may serve you 

before all else. Breathe your Spirit on our feet, that we may tread this earth with 

gentleness and respect. Through Christ Jesus, our liberator. Amen. 

 

 Silence is kept 

 

Assurance of Pardon  

Leader: Friends, our loving God pours out grace to heal us and forgive us. Loved, we 

are sent to love; forgiven, we are freed to forgive; graced, we can offer our gifts to 

everyone we meet. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. Amen.  

  

Response     Glory to God (see overhead) 

 

Sharing the Peace 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Response   Peace Song (see overhead) 

 

We Receive the Word 

 

Children’s Time  

 

Choir Anthem 

  

Scripture Reading      Deuteronomy 30:1-16  

  

Sermon                     The Prosperity Gospel  

 


