We Respond to the Word

Moment of Thanks
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Offertory
Holy God, loving parent; so often we sing praises to you “from whom all blessings
flow” and yet in our lives, and in our giving, we’ve acted like most of those blessings
are all our own – to do with as we wish! May the gifts we give today be a token to our
goal to live generous lives that honor you and express gratitude for your goodness to
us. In the name of Jesus, our savior, we pray. Amen.
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
We Are Sent Out to the World
Closing Song

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (see overhead)

Benediction
Leader: And let all God’s people say…
People: Alleluia! Amen!
Response

May You Run and Not Be Weary (see overhead)
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We Prepare our Hearts
We Gather
Welcome
First Reading and Meditation
I see a great nation, upon a great continent, blessed with a great wealth of natural
resources. .. I see a United States which can demonstrate that, under democratic
methods of government, national wealth can be translated into a spreading volume
of human comforts hitherto unknown, and the lowest standard of living can be raised
far above the level of mere subsistence.
But here is the challenge to our democracy: In this nation I see tens of millions of its
citizens—a substantial part of its whole population—who at this very moment are
denied the greater part of what the very lowest standards of today call the necessities
of life. …
But it is not in despair that I paint you that picture. I paint it for you in hope—
because the nation, seeing and understanding the injustice in it, proposes to paint it
out. We are determined to make every American citizen the subject of his country’s
interest and concern; and we will never regard any faithful law-abiding group within
our borders as superfluous. The test of our progress is not whether we add more to
the abundance of those who have much; it is whether we provide enough for those
who have too little.

Prayer of Confession
Generous God, you have held nothing back from us, but we try to hold on to
everything we own and accumulate more and more. When our hearts are filled with
fear, we fill up storage units to try to comfort ourselves. When our lives fill empty
because we have wandered far from you, we try to satisfy ourselves with food and
drink and buying more things. When we feel unworthy or unimportant, we look to
ourselves and all that we have done and all that we have. We mistakenly think that
wealth is in gains and growth rather than in giving. Forgive us, God! Help us to
know that true comfort is in you; satisfy us with living water and bread of heaven;
remind us of our worth in Christ; show us that generosity makes our lives rich. Turn
us toward Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Silence is kept
Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Hear the good news: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ lives in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation!
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. Amen.
Response

Call to Worship
Leader: Come! Let us worship the One who created the world and all that is in it!
People: We come to worship the One who created us.
Leader: Come! Let us worship Christ who calls us and bids us follow.
People: We come to worship the one who gives us life abundant.
Leader: Come! Let us worship the Spirit who equips us and guides us!
People: We come to worship the very presence of God within us and around us.
Leader: Let us worship the God who loves us extravagantly!
All: With joyful hearts, let us worship God.
Opening Song

Seek Ye First (see overhead)
Take My Life (see overhead)

Glory to God (see overhead)

Sharing the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Response

Peace Song (see overhead)
We Receive the Word

Children’s Time
Scripture Reading
Sermon

Luke 12:13-21

