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Dear friends, 
 

This year will be my fourteenth Easter with you. It will be a joy to celebrate 

the resurrection with you in person after TWO Easters apart! To be honest, 

though, after a few years, it gets difficult to think of an Easter sermon that 

doesn’t sound like all the other Easter sermons that came before it. 

Fortunately, the wonder and joy of the Easter story are big enough stories in 

and of themselves. And this year, there is extra meaning, because in a way 

we are experiencing the resurrection as a congregation! Some pastors have 

described these last two years as “the longest Lent ever!” I think this Easter 

will feel more meaningful because of those two Easters apart, and perhaps 

we will recognize more fully the power of the resurrection. 
 

As I reflect on Easter and resurrection (and on what to say in that sermon) I 

think that one of the points we often miss at Easter is that after Christ was 

raised from the tomb, EVERYTHING changed! The disciples could not go 

back to their old lives (even though they tried, as we see in the scriptures for 

the Sundays after Easter). The world would forever be different. For those 

who follow Jesus and try to live as Easter people, the surprise of Easter is tied up in the way that things 

change. Yes, as the seasons change, and spring comes and new life springs forth, we get excited about 

what is to come. But sometimes we fail to really pay attention to that, or we take it for granted. We 

don’t get motivated to get outside like we once did; we don’t get all enthused about planting a garden 

like we used to; we don’t look forward to summer as we once did. Or sometimes, we take up the spring 

routine as if it is a burden: here we go again… 
 

But friends, we have been through something like death, or at least a long illness. And we spent a long 

time in the tomb, and by God’s mercy we are being raised to new life. So let’s not take it for granted, 

and let’s not try to go back to what we “always used to do” and let’s not try to return to any of the 

before times. Let’s watch what is blooming and growing and let’s nurture it. Let’s let go of the old 

husks of what was and tend to new possibilities. Maybe we will miss some of what was – I’m sure the 

disciples sometimes missed those times when they sat and talked with Jesus at night when everyone 

had left and it was just them. Maybe we will see something new growing – tendrils and buds of 

promise and hope that we have never noticed before. And maybe some of what once was ordinary will 

now seem extraordinary. 
 

As we look ahead to a flourishing future, let’s open our eyes to resurrection, and the promise and hope 

of this fresh opportunity in our life as a congregation.  
 

Peace, 
Christina 
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Hello Friends, 

 

“Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around once in a while, you could 

miss it.” I don’t often remember quotes from movies, but this quote from Ferris 

Bueller’s Day Off holds a special place in my heart. This was the first movie that Tim 

and I saw as a couple. We loved this movie in 1986 and still love this quotable classic 

flick today. Excuse my meandering, but this quote pops into my thoughts every time I 

start lesson planning for Lent. Think about it, just a few short months ago we were 

hearing stories of Jesus’ birth, and now we are hearing the stories of an adult Jesus as 

he marks his last days on earth. How do we invite our children and ourselves to “look around” so 

we don’t “miss it”?  

 

This year during Lent, we are encouraging our children to experience with all their senses and to 

see Lent as a special time for creating a welcoming space for God. We have been focusing on 

using stories, art, prayers, and movement (always movement with this group) to keep them 

engaged and deepen their understanding. We talk about Lent as a journey that helps us get ready 

for the mystery of Easter. We tell the stories of Holy Week, from Jesus entering Jerusalem on a 

donkey to the women finding the empty tomb, always reminding the children that although Jesus 

died, that’s not the end of the story. These key stories of faith are powerful and important for our 

children to hear as we help them journey towards the Joy of Easter. 

 

This past Sunday as we heard the stories of Holy week, we painted butterflies. The children’s 

precious artwork will be on display Easter Sunday morning. They are excited to share their gifts 

with you! 

 

I’d also like to remind you of the CommUNITY UNITE service camp that is 

happening AGAIN June 22-25th this year. A movement of teenagers who 

UNITE for a week of fun, service, and worship. Teens (in grades 8 - 12) will 

come together to SERVE, LOVE, and UNITE the communities of the Sauk 

Valley through painting houses for people in need. For full info and to 

register, go to saukvalleyunite.org. I encourage you to check it out SOON, 

we’d like to be a part of your summer plans!! 

 

Friends, life does move pretty fast. As I stop and look around, I am grateful to be experiencing this 

gift of life with you. 

 

Peace, 

Nan 
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 Weekly Devotions 
 

April 3—Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel 

 
 

April 10—Palm Sunday 

 
 

Theme Daniel persevered in prayer and faithfulness, relying on God to enact justice and 

preserve his life. 

Text Daniel Chapter 6 

Context The Israelites in exile sometimes rose to positions of power, but they risked perse-

cution by remaining faithful to God. Ever faithful, God delivered Daniel from the 

mouth of the lions. 

Challenge When is it hard for you to persevere in faith? When do you struggle with speaking 

up for what is right? 

Prayer God, even in the worst and most difficult times, you are present with us. Thank 

you. Amen.  

Theme Jesus went to Jerusalem knowing what awaited him. Still he continued to speak 

God’s truth and stand for justice and love. 

Text Luke 19:28-40; Luke 22:14-23:56 

Context From a triumphant entry into the holy city, Jesus turns toward the cross. 

Challenge What does the message of this scripture mean for you today? 

Prayer Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Ho-

sanna in the highest! 



  
5 

 
April 17—Easter: Resurrection  

 
  

April 24—Living With Intention  

 

Theme  Jesus is raised from the dead and everything is changed. 

Text  Luke 24:1-12 The empty tomb 

Context  Once Jesus is raised, nothing will ever be the same. God has demonstrated power 

over sin and death. It is a new world. 

Challenge  How does the message of Easter change your life? 

Prayer  Thank you, God, for new life in Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Theme  Intentional living begins with asking questions and paying attention to what you see 

and experience. 

Text  John 20:19-31 The risen Jesus shows himself to the disciples. But Thomas has ques-

tions! 

Context  When Jesus first appeared to the disciples, they were hidden away in a locked room. 

Thomas had gone out, and so when he returned, he wanted to know more about 

what had happened. 

Challenge  What questions arise for you when you consider this story? 

Prayer   Help me, God, to be intentional about my faith, even in the midst of questions. 

Amen. 
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Maundy Thursday Service 

April 14—6:00 PM 

The Maundy Thursday service is our only service 

during Holy Week, the night on which we 

remember the Last Supper. That supper, which 

eventually became a sacrament of the church as the 

Lord’s Supper, was not the last time Jesus ate with 

his friends. But it was the last meal he had with 

them before he went to the cross. The name of the 

service refers to the mandate Jesus gave to the disciples: “Do this in remembrance of me.” Our 

Maundy Thursday Service is always a contemplative, interactive worship service, in which we 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Presbyterians don’t believe that the bread and cup really turn into the 

body and blood of Jesus. But we DO believe that something happens, something holy and powerful, 

something more than mere remembrance: we believe that Christ is present with us at the table. In 

that moment, we join Jesus and the disciples at the table; we are united with one another in the 

present; and we remember the future in which we will gather at table with Jesus and all the saints of 

every time and place. Past, present, and future all happen at once! Please come and join us as we 

obey Jesus’ commandment. 

Let's Feed Our Children is 
asking for churches to 
donate fruit cups and 
individual applesauce cups 
on Mother's Day. Fruit can 
be peaches, pears, 
pineapple or oranges. No 
mixed fruit or fruit cocktail, 
please.  
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Diversity & Sole Gala 
and Fundraiser 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30 2022 

6:00 PM — 11:00 PM CDT  

We cordially invite you to join us for an evening of live music, food, dancing & 
entertainment. Our third annual Black History Month Gala is back in 2022! 
Diversity & Sole Gala means you can wear some of your best formal attire and 
pair it with your favorite pair of sneakers!!  Our event is at the Brandywine 
starting at 6 PM until 11pm.  Hor D'oeuvres, and a cash bar will be available 
along with our fun filled dessert dash with some of best desserts in the Sauk 
Valley. Tickets are $50 per person. This event is 21 and up.  We look forward 
to having an evening to remember with you!  

Get your tickets here:  

https://bhmgaladvsc.ticketleap.com/diversity--sole-gala-and-fundraiser/
dates/Apr-30-2022_at_0600PM 

https://bhmgaladvsc.ticketleap.com/diversity--sole-gala-and-fundraiser/dates/Apr-30-2022_at_0600PM
https://bhmgaladvsc.ticketleap.com/diversity--sole-gala-and-fundraiser/dates/Apr-30-2022_at_0600PM
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Lenten Mission Focus: Black Studies Center at NIU 
Normally, when the church uses music for choir or congregational singing, we pay for it, 
either in the purchase of a hymnal or the payment of royalties or purchasing copies of 
the music. Since the Spirituals were from the African American community, many of 
them people who were enslaved, the Christian church has been using that music for 
generations without any compensation. So as we lift up and honor and celebrate this 
uniquely American form of music, it will be fitting to make a contribution to the Black 
community. The Mission Committee has decided to offer a gift and a challenge to that 
end. Throughout Lent, you are encouraged to make donations to the project, and the 
Mission Committee will match your donations up to $500. This fund will be donated to 
the Black Studies Center at NIU for their choir or scholarship fund. You can join in this 
special effort throughout Lent, making your gifts online, through the mail, or at the 
church. 

To my church family, 
I want to thank everyone for your loving 
support during the past couple of months, your 
many cards, phone calls and f lowers. I am 
regaining strength after my hospitalization, and 
have decided to try to continue treatments for my 
cancer. Not 100% sure yet, but I am on that 
path. So I ask for continued prayers while I 
deal with heart problems combined with cancer! 
T hank you all from the bottom of my heart ! 
Joan Velde 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Pat Conklen, 
Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, 
Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & 
Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, Hart DuBois, David & 
Beth Wright & baby Lucy, Nancy Weber, Debbie 
Lathrop, Joan Velde 

April 

04/03 Janet Martin 

04/13 Lindsay (Davidson) Ebersole 

04/15 Will Boze 

04/20 Paul Yemm 

04/21 Augustus Knutsen 

04/22 Jodi Perez 

Tim & Mary Lynn Tedrick (A) 

04/26 Ryan Burger 

04/28 Barry & Julie Cox (A) 

04/29 Tim Pashon 

Rodney Weber 

William D. Yemm (Dr.) 

Marcoree Penwarden 

Greetings! 

 

This spring the Mission Committee is bringing back The Race for Change-A 

Legacy to Laura Crawford.  From May 1 through June 5 we will be collecting 

change for three charities as we “race” toward the finish line (Jerusalem).  The 

three recipients this year will be: 

  

 Buddy Bags 

 YWCA of the Sauk Valley 

 Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center (Blackhawk Presbytery) 

 

There will be one container per charity for everyone to drop in their coins/

contributions.  Each week we will count the donations and move the markers 

accordingly.  At the end of the six weeks, the funds will be distributed to the 

charities.   

 

We sponsored this last in 2019 and everyone had a great time, especially the 

children.  Start saving your change so you can join us in the fun and remember 

our dear friend, Laura Crawford.   
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

4 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

5 

6:00p-AA 

 

6 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

7 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

8 9 

10 

Palm Sunday 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

11 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

12 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

13 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

14 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Maundy 

Thursday 

Service 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

15 16 

17 

Easter 

9:30a-Worship 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

18 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

19 

6:00p-AA 

 

20 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

21 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

22 23 

24 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

25 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

26 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

27 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

28 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

29 30 


