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Dear Friends,  

 

The summer seems to be flying past! The work of the 225th General 

Assembly finished just two weeks ago, but it already seems like ancient 

history as we begin planning for fall and winter. I promised you a summary, 

and here are the main resolutions and actions. Changes to be voted on will 

now go to Presbyteries to ratify and if passed by a majority of Presbyteries 

will be established. There is a bulletin insert available at the church that 

sums up the work – here is a slightly abridged version of that.  

 

• Israel and Palestine. The assembly voted 266-116 to approve one of the most controversial items 

before it — INT-02, declaring that the PC(USA) recognize the laws, policies and practices of the 

Israeli government regarding the Palestinian people “fulfill the international legal definition of 

apartheid.”  

• Climate change. The assembly directed PC(USA) entities to divest from five oil and gas companies it 

concluded are not moving quickly enough to try to slow global warming. Action also assured 

Presbyterians that “divestment is not a condemnation or judgment of their choice of employment.”  

• Litany of repentance. One of the assembly’s most powerful emotional moments came when White 

Presbyterians recited a litany of repentance, offering an apology to African Americans for the sin of 

slavery and its legacy.  

• Gun violence. Approved a “Decade to End Gun Violence” — asking the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency (PMA) to develop tools for faith-based advocacy against gun violence and for studying “the 

intersection of white supremacy culture, Christian nationalism, and gender with gun violence.”  

• Family leave. The assembly approved a proposed amendment to the PC(USA) constitution to say a 

minister’s terms of call shall include at least 12 weeks of paid family medical leave. To take effect, 

the proposed change needs approval from a majority of the presbyteries.  

• Immigration. The assembly declared the PC(USA) a “sanctuary and accompaniment church” — 

saying the denomination stands with immigrants and asylum-seekers and is committed to working 

for justice in U.S. immigration policy.  

• Restructuring. Voted to create a commission with the power to act and the responsibility for 

unifying the PMA and the Office of the General Assembly — basically, to restructure the top level of 

the PC(USA).  

• Reproductive justice. Approved a resolution on reproductive justice — saying the PC(USA) rejects 

“attempts at all levels of government to reduce, limit, or eliminate access to contraceptive 

and abortion care.”  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Little Free Pantry  
The Little Free Pantry on our 
church corner seems to be 
getting a lot of traffic. As you 
do your shopping, consider 
picking up a few non-perishable 
items to put into the pantry for 
those who might need it. 
Canned tuna and chicken, 
peanut butter, canned fruit, 
shelf-stable milk, and cereal are 
a few items that might be 
welcome. 

PADS Volunteers Needed 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers 
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a 
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and 
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the 
meal and do the dishes. 
There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator—Bryan 
Etter 

• LGBTQIA+ equity. Created a new LGBTQIA+ Equity Advocacy Committee as a permanent 

committee of the General Assembly.  

• General Assembly. The assembly opted for a hybrid approach again for the 2024 assembly — 

choosing online committee meetings and in-person plenary in Salt Lake City. 

 

Enjoy the sunshine and warm weather! 

Peace, 

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 

 

Thanks to ALL of you who helped make this year’s CommUNITY 

VBS a wonderful success. We are grateful to each and every one of 

you who donated supplies, prayed, played, or guided our children 

at Under The Big Top: A Circus of Gods Wonder’s. Friends, we had 40 

children singing and dancing to epic music, experimenting with 

spectacular science projects, creating cool crafts, running, jumping, and 

giggling during games, and hearing and living out a fantastic Bible story. There were SO many wonderful 

things packed into our amazing one-day VBS!!! We discovered how the ordinary becomes extraordinary with 

God, the one who works wonders. 

 

This year's mission collection continues to support Buddy Bags, the hopeful outreach that provides 

weekend food to kids during the school year. The combined 

total from VBS and our CommUNITY worship service was over 

$700.00!!! 

 

Bethel Reformed Church was our host, and we were once again 

surrounded by our friends from St John's Lutheran, Immanuel 

Lutheran, St. Paul Lutheran, First Christian, and Grace 

Episcopal. It was a jam-packed day spent making new friends 

and catching up with those friends we've come to know and 

love from years past. Check out the smiles and God's love 

beaming from our faces in all these pictures! 

 

The SEVEN churches closed out the week with another CommUNITY worship service. It was the 

perfect day to gather under God's beautiful skies for our ecumenical worship service at Grandon 

Civic Center. Our CommUNITY VBS partnership continues to be a great gift as we share our time, 

talents, and treasures for a common purpose, rejoicing in our God who works wonders. 

  

Peace, 

Nan 
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Weekly Devotions 

 

August 7—The Meaning of Faith 

 
 

August 14—The Voices in the Bleachers 

 
 

 

 

Theme Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Text Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16 

Context The story of faithfulness across generations is recounted. 

Challenge What is the meaning of faith in your life? 

Prayer Faithful God, as we look to generations past for examples of faith, help us to be ex-

amples of faith for the generations yet to come. Amen.  

Theme The story of faith continues as we recognize what we have received and continue to 

receive from those who have gone before. 

Text Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Context We are encouraged and strengthened by the examples of the cloud of witness that 

has gone on before us and surrounds us even now. 

Challenge Whose voices do you hear cheering you on as you run your race? 

Prayer Guide our feet, God, and make us mindful of that great cloud of witnesses as we 

make our way in faith. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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August 21—Teach Us to Pray 

 

 

 

 

 

August 28—A Woman Bent Over in Pain 

 

 

 

Theme  The faithful way of life. 

Text  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Context  Having received this gift of faith, and having been strengthened and encouraged in a 

life in Christ, our lives and relationships should be reflections of that gift. 

Challenge  How do you make sure that mutual love continues in your life? 

Prayer  Oh God, you gave us life in Jesus. Make that our way of life. Amen. 

Theme  Jesus heals a woman in pain 

Text  Luke 13: 10-17 

Context  Jesus gives healing to a woman bent over and suffering, but it takes place on the Sab-

bath, and some people object. 

Challenge  Are there troubles or worries, or actual pain, that burden you? How do you  bring 

these to Jesus? 

Prayer   Healing God, you take our burdens from us and accompany us in our times of suffer-

ing. Help us to trust in you. Amen. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, 
Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, 
Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah 
Flint, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy,  Joan 
Velde, Judy Aggen 

August 

08/02 Peter Haglund 

 Meta Rastede 

 Ron & Jackie Williams(A) 

 Hazel & Ted Buikema (A) 

08/03 Beverly Adell  

 Joyce Hochstatter 

08/05 Nancy Gebhardt 

Barry Flint 

08/10 Bob Berry 

08/11 Vicki Olson 

08/12 Donna Gericke 

 Marlene Jennings 

08/14 Jim & Ann Camp (A) 

08/15 Donald Kaiser 

 Hazel Buikema 

 Rob & Amy Boze (A) 

08/18 James McPherson 

 Tom & Donna Gericke (A) 

08/20 Dennis Kaiser 

08/21 Kelly Diehl 

08/25 Jon & Audrey Nesbitt (A)  

08/26 Elizabeth (Yemm) Coon 

 Joe & Connie Anderson (A) 

08/29 Tom & Loretta Densmore (A) 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

2 

6:00p-AA 

3 

10:00a-Bible 

Study at 

Sinnissippi 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

4 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

5 

11:00a-

SMART 

6 

10:00a-

LSSI 

7 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

8 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

9 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

10 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

11 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

12 

11:00a-

SMART 

13 

14 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

15 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

16 

6:00p-AA 

 

17 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

18 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

19 

11:00a-

SMART 

20 

10:00a-

LSSI 

21 

9:30a-Worship 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

22 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

23 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

24 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

 

25 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

26 

11:00a-

SMART 

27 

28 

9:30a-Worship 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

29 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

30 

6:00p-AA 

 

31 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

   

Office Closed 

Office Closed 


