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Dear friends, 
 

Tonight I was looking back at past newsletters and read through my letters 

to you from the summer of 2009, our first months together. We spent some 

time that summer looking at our Dream Statement. We used to sing this 

every week, and in the almost 13 years I’ve been here, we’ve sung it often:: 
 

Jesus is Lord! 

With joy, we strive to be His: 

arms of love; heart of forgiveness; 

mind of wisdom; hands of compassion; 

voice of hope; to each, one another and the world. 
 

It happens that I’m writing this letter on the eve of Groundhog Day, and 

thinking of the movie by the same name, the one where Bill Murray’s character relives the same day, 

day after day after day. I wonder if sometimes our lives seem that way, just the same thing day after 

day? We are creatures of habit, and it can be easy for our routines to become ruts. Certainly, the global 

pandemic has disrupted many of our routines, and in some ways that is a good thing! When we are 

jostled out of our ruts, we can find beautiful new paths and see some awe-inspiring sights. But there is 

also something to be said about repetition as a way of learning, and as a way of devotion. We pray the 

Lord’s Prayer over and over. We say the Apostles’ Creed over and over. And eventually, those words 

sink into us, and dwell in us. 
 

I suppose the trick is to find some kind of balance between the routine and the novel; between the 

ordinary and the extraordinary, appreciating each for what it offers us. In the coming months, with the 

leadership of our Session and Deacons, we will be exploring our congregational life together. We will 

take time to talk to each other and listen to each other, and notice what is wonderful, life-giving, and 

energizing. Some of what we notice may be the everyday habits in which we engage: worship, prayer, 

study, service. And some of what we notice may be the uncommon moments we share together. 
 

In our exploration, we will open our hearts and minds for God’s presence, so that visions and 

possibilities can emerge for us as we seek to know God’s dream for us in the months and years to come. 

We will set our faces toward God’s guiding light and learn what a flourishing future might look like for 

First Presbyterian Church of Sterling. Through it all, like a gold thread in a rich tapestry, we will know 

that our Dream Statement still holds true. Jesus is Lord of all, and we are joyfully living into all that he 

calls us to be. 
 

Peace 

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 

It’s that time of year again! It’s one of my favorite times of the year! It’s time 
for our youth to lead us in worship! Join us on February 13th to support our 
youth as they talk about tackling hunger in our community. We feel that 
having our teens lead worship is one more learning opportunity in their faith 
formation. Many years ago, we chose The Souper Bowl of Caring to be our 
youth Sunday for two reasons. Number one: it helps people who are hungry. 
Jesus calls us to help people in need. Number two: the Souper Bowl of Caring 
was started by and is led by youth. Every Super Bowl Sunday, youth across 

the entire country ask people in their church to bring one dollar or a canned good to 
church to give to people who are hungry. Organizations across the country approach 
this missional outreach in many different ways. We chose to not only seek out 
donations from our church family but to also use the worship experience to remind our 
community that we are called to give, serve, and inspire as we try to make a collective 
impact on hunger in our community. Every donation that we receive goes to the local 
Buddy Bags program. The Buddy Bags program provides non-perishable, easy to 
prepare food to children to ensure they get enough food on weekends to avoid hunger 
when they can’t depend on school meals.   

While we are talking about youth serving our community, I’m happy to 
let you know that the CommUNITY UNITE service camp is happening this 
year! Throughout this three-day service camp, youth will paint homes 
for people in need! UNITE 2022 is for current 7th-12 grade youth. For full 
info and to register, go to saukvalleyunite.org. Check it out and stay 
tuned for more information! 

Friends, please keep our youth in your prayers as they work together 
to plan a meaningful Souper Bowl worship service. I pray that you’ll be able to attend 
worship on Sunday February 13th to support our teens and bring your donations for 
the Buddy Bags outreach. 

Peace, 

Nan 

February 13th: 
Coming to a church  

near you! 
Feel free to bring in soup or Chef  

Boy-Ar-Dee to the church anytime. 
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Weekly Devotions 
 

February 6—Jesus Calls Us 

 
 

February 13—Souper Bowl of Caring 

 
 

Theme Jesus calls the fishermen from their nets to fish for people. 

Text Luke 5:1-11 

Context Following Jesus means a change in the way we live, not just a moment of agree-

ment in a prayer. 

Challenge How has following Jesus changed you? How is it still changing you? 

Prayer Lord, you have come to the lakeshore. Lead me to other seas, and make me faithful. 

Amen.  

Theme Everyone, no matter their age, can respond to God’s call. 

Text Jeremiah 1: 4-10 The call of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Context Prophets and disciples share this in common: they listen for God and seek to re-

spond in faith. 

Challenge What limits your discipleship? Age, lack of confidence, reluctance? 

Prayer O God who called the prophets and the fishermen, who loved all people, show me 

how to do your will every day. Amen. 
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February 20—Love WHO?  

 
  

February 27—The Transfiguration 

Theme  Christ’s teaching about love. 

Text  Luke 6:27-38 

Context  People thought they knew what God expected, but Jesus called them to something 

more. 

Challenge  What people do you find it hard to love? 

Prayer  God, help me to love as you love, without exception. Amen 

Theme  This last Sunday before Lent, we experience the glory of God.  

Text  Luke 9:28-36 Jesus and three disciples go to the mountaintop. 

Context  Jesus will soon go to Jerusalem, where he will be crucified. But in this moment, before 

the grief, there is glory. 

Challenge  The voice from heaven said “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” This is our 

challenge, whether in moments of grief or glory. 

Prayer  Dear God, we would so much like to stay on the mountaintop, and revel in the glory 

of it all. But we will walk with you, and we will listen to Jesus. Amen. 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Wednesday mornings on Zoom at 10AM 

Men's Prayer Breakfast will be February 

17th at Benny's Red Apple in Sterling, at 

8:00 AM.  

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I 

am asking you all if you would please save 

your bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My 

project is collecting bottle caps and turning 

them into benches. I am replacing the old 

benches at Redfield Park. I need 400 

pounds of bottle caps for 2 benches, but 

luckily I already have 200 pounds.  

PADS Volunteers Needed 
 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
 

First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers 
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a 
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and 
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the 
meal and do the dishes. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
 

First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator 
Bryan Etter 

Our Buddy Bag program is 
starting up again, and we are 
in need of donations! Single 
serving, shelf stable food (fruit 
cups, mac-n-cheese cups, 

granola bars, etc). Or you can drop 
money to the church memo’d Buddy 
Bags! 

The Loaves and Fishes Breakfast Program is back in action, three days per week 
(M+W+F) with all carryout meals per health department regulations. Loaves and 
Fishes is housed at First United Methodist. They are currently averaging 65 
people/meals served each day. This is good news. The bad news is that the Food 
Bank has no bacon or sausage these days and do not foresee getting any. It costs 
over $140 for three days of breakfast meat. You can support feeding those in need 
through your donations. Checks can be made out to Loaves and Fishes and 

mailed to First United Methodist (501 Broadway Ave, Sterling, IL 61081). Sign up to serve at Loaves and 
Fishes by calling Lois Heerdt (815-626-4773) or Paul Gould (815-499-2041). If enough funding and 
volunteers can be secured, breakfast will be offered on additional days. Please prayerfully consider 
serving at and supporting Loaves and Fishes!  
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Pat Conklen, 
Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, 
Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & 
Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, Hart DuBois, Yvonne 
Van Wyhe, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy, 
Nancy Weber 

February 

02/03 Sarah Finnicum  

02/04 Brenda Roe 

02/05 Molly Pashon 

02/08 Thomas Gericke 

02/13 Tarah Brown 

02/14 Sherry & Norman Asbury (A) 

02/15 Lora Hott 

02/16 Sam Twining 

02/18 Tonia Day-Schreiner 

02/19 Bryan Etter 

02/24 Judith Aggen 

02/25 Ann Snider 

 Dave Lowe 

02/27 Glen & Elizabeth Wicks (A) 

Officer Training 

February 5, 10:00 AM -Noon 

Please set aside your Saturday morning 

for this important gathering on ZOOM. If 

you are an Elder or Deacon who is newly 

elected or currently serving, this is for 

you! If you are an Elder or Deacon who is 

not currently serving, you are also 

welcome to join in. We will send out an 

email with the ZOOM link to those who 

are newly elected or currently serving; if 

you are not in that group and would like 

to attend, contact the church office for 

the link. 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

6:00p-AA 

2 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

4 5 

10:00a-

Officer 

Training 

6 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

7 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

8 

6:00p-AA 

 

9 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

10 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

11 12 

13 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

14 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

15 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

 

16 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

17 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

18 19 

20 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

21 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

22 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

23 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

24 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

25 26 

27 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

28      


