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Beloveds, 

I’m in a reflective mood as I write to you, a week before Christmas, 
considering the year that is to come. I’d thought of making this letter, 
as I sometimes do, a look ahead to highlights of the coming month, or 
a look to the past, thinking of all that the previous weeks brought to us. 
But my thoughts right now are about books and reading. 

As you know, I am a voracious reader. My bedside table, bookshelves, 
Kindle and Audible are all stacked with backlogs of books to read, and 
books being read, and books already read. One look in my study at 
church would tip you off! Some books I devour, others I savor. 

Right now, my reading interests have turned to the natural world. I’m 
reading and savoring Robin Wall Kimmerer’s book, Braiding 

Sweetgrass, and anticipating receiving two books for my birthday (don’t buy them for me! I’ve 
put my order in with Bob and with my best friend!): Finding the Mother Tree, by Suzanne 
Simard, and The Overstory, a novel by Richard Powers. These books, along with God, by Reza 
Aslan, are informing my theological thinking and my preaching. Like hundreds of books 
before them, they connect with my imagination, spirit, and my own life experiences, while 
connecting me with ideas and experiences I would not otherwise know. Theologian Garrett 
Green suggests that our imagination is where our Creator meets us. Not that God is imaginary, 
but that God, through our imagination, helps us see what we otherwise would not or could not. 

You may be wondering what this has to do with the church in this year of our Lord 2022. I 
guess it has to do with how we are imagining our future. For me, that future looks 
interconnected and generous – a future in which we invite God to spark our imaginations to see 
the church (not just our congregation, but the whole people of God) in new ways; a future in 
which we imagine a flourishing future for our selves, our community, and our world, to the 
glory of God. 

As 2021 ends and a new year begins, let’s imagine together what a flourishing future looks 
like! Check out this newsletter for upcoming events, and give thanks with me for the power of 
imagination, to imagine the flourishing future God holds for us. 

Peace, 

Pastor Christina 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Coming soon: your “star word” for 2022! Star words are becoming 
a beloved annual tradition for our church. If you haven’t had one 
before, we hope you’ll come to appreciate and enjoy this annual 
practice as much as we have. Each year at Epiphany, as we 
celebrate the coming of Jesus, the light of the world, and the new 
light that shines in our lives, we receive a “star word”. 

 
Someone has said that we don’t choose our star words—they choose us. 
And maybe the Holy Spirit has something to do with who gets that word! We 
encourage you to keep this word someplace where you will see it every 
day. When you do, pause for a moment to consider your word. This word is 
“your” word for 2022—a word for you to contemplate, to pray with, to 
explore, maybe even argue with! Whatever your word comes to mean to 
you, we hope that it will illuminate your spirit. 
 
If you know someone who did not get a star word and would like one, let us 
know and we’ll send one out. Happy New Year! May the bright light of the 
star of Bethlehem continue to shine for you in all the days to come. 
 
Peace, 
Nan 

February 13th: 
Coming to a church  

near you! 
Feel free to bring in soup or Chef  

Boy-Ar-Dee to the church anytime. 
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Weekly Devotions 
 

January 2—The Light Still Shines: Epiphany 

 
 

January 9—The Baptism of Jesus; Ordination and Installation of Officers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme The magi follow the light of the star and find the light of the world. 

Text Matthew 2:1-12 

Context The gospel of Matthew doesn’t say much about the birth of Jesus, but it does de-

scribe how the magi sought him out, following his star. 

Challenge What stars do you follow? What light shines for you?  

Prayer God who reveals so much in your light, guide us and keep us ever seeking your 

face. Amen.  

Theme Jesus’ baptism tells us that we too are beloved. 

Text Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 John the Baptist baptizes Jesus. 

Context John has been preaching repentance, and then in the baptism of Jesus we see that 

God’s acceptance is total. 

Challenge What keeps you from knowing yourself as God’s beloved? 

Prayer Loving God, you claim us in baptism and call us beloved. Then you call us and lay 

claim to our lives. Thank you! Amen. 
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January 16—The Body of Christ  

 
 

January 23—The Wedding Surprise: Jesus is a GREAT Guest! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 30—Hometown Boy 

 
  

Theme  We can’t do without any part of our community! 

Text  1 Corinthians 12: 12-31A 

Context  We are one body, with many parts, and each has a role to play. 

Challenge  What is your role to play, and how are you doing with it? 

Prayer  Build us up into a strong body, with Christ as our head, O God! Amen 

Theme  As Jesus begins his ministry, he starts with a wedding feast!  

Text  John 2:1-11 The hosts have run out of wine. But Jesus is a guest! 

Context  Weddings in the first century were major celebrations and plen-

ty of wine was required. It would be embarrassing to run out of 

wine before the banquet was over. 

Challenge  Jesus comes as an invited guest, and joins in celebration. In what 

ways do you invite Jesus into the joyful moments of your life? 

Prayer  God, help us to recognize your miraculous presence in every joy 

of our lives, and to see every feast as a foretaste of the great ban-

quet we will one day share with you. Amen.  

Theme  Jesus comes home to preach. It isn’t pretty. 

Text  Luke 4:21-30 The people can’t believe Jesus has anything worth listening to. 

Context  Then, as now, great leaders were believed to have come from status, wealth and pow-

er. Jesus turns that idea upside down, and they think he is crazy. 

Challenge  How do you make sense of following this smalltown Jewish carpenter? In other 

words, why follow Jesus and not someone with some status and money and influ-

ence? 

Prayer  God, help us to encounter Jesus in the fulness of his being – human and divine. Amen 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Wednesday mornings on Zoom at 10AM 

Men's Prayer Breakfast will be December 

16th at Benny's Red Apple in Sterling, at 

8:00 AM.  

I am Ben Boze, Life Scout at Troop 305. I 

am asking you all if you would please save 

your bottle caps for my Eagle Project. My 

project is collecting bottle caps and turning 

them into benches. I am replacing the old 

benches at Redfield Park. I need 400 

pounds of bottle caps for 2 benches, but 

luckily I already have 200 pounds.  

PADS Volunteers Needed 
 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
 

First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers 
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a 
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and 
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the 
meal and do the dishes. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
 

First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator 
Bryan Etter 

Our Buddy Bag program is 
starting up again, and we are 
in need of donations! Single 
serving, shelf stable food (fruit 
cups, mac-n-cheese cups, 

granola bars, etc). Or you can drop 
money to the church memo’d Buddy 
Bags! 

The Loaves and Fishes Breakfast Program is back in action, three days per week 
(M+W+F) with all carryout meals per health department regulations. Loaves and 
Fishes is housed at First United Methodist. They are currently averaging 65 
people/meals served each day. This is good news. The bad news is that the Food 
Bank has no bacon or sausage these days and do not foresee getting any. It costs 
over $140 for three days of breakfast meat. You can support feeding those in need 
through your donations. Checks can be made out to Loaves and Fishes and 

mailed to First United Methodist (501 Broadway Ave, Sterling, IL 61081). Sign up to serve at Loaves and 
Fishes by calling Lois Heerdt (815-626-4773) or Paul Gould (815-499-2041). If enough funding and 
volunteers can be secured, breakfast will be offered on additional days. Please prayerfully consider 
serving at and supporting Loaves and Fishes!  
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Pat Conklen, 
Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, 
Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & 
Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, Hart DuBois, Yvonne 
Van Wyhe, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy, 
Nancy Weber 

January  

01/01 Jill Clark 

01/02 Christina Berry 

01/07 Abbey Zacharski 

01/11 John Van Osdol 

01/12 Joplin Sell 

01/13 Ronald Pease 

01/15 Lisa Zacharski 

01/17 Lillian Ebersole 

01/18  Wyatt Ebersole 

01/18 Damen Whiles 

01/20 Zachary Linton 

 Jim & Cathy McPherson (A) 

01/21 Jamie Boze 

01/26 Cynthia Cassens 

 Brad Zacharski 

01/27 Sean Tedrick 

01/28 Ryan James McPherson 

01/29 John & Barb Van Osdol (A) 

01/30 Lynn Hammer  

 Shirley Van Wyhe 

Officer Training 

January 8, 9:00 AM -Noon 

Please set aside your Saturday morning 

for this important gathering on ZOOM. If 

you are an Elder or Deacon who is newly 

elected or currently serving, this is for 

you! If you are an Elder or Deacon who is 

not currently serving, you are also 

welcome to join in. We will send out an 

email with the ZOOM link to those who 

are newly elected or currently serving; if 

you are not in that group and would like 

to attend, contact the church office for 

the link. 

 

Ordination and Installation of Officers 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 

On this Sunday when we observe the 

baptism of Jesus, we remember that each 

of us is called to Christian service. And 

those called by God and elected by the 

people to offices in the church have 

specific forms of service. In our baptism, 

we are claimed. Join us on this joyful 

Sunday when we celebrate our calling in 

Christ, and welcome our leadership in 

ordination and installation. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 

9:30a-Worship 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

3 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

4 

6:00p-AA 

5 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

6 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

7 8 

9:00a-

Officer 

Training 

9 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

10 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

11 

6:00p-AA 

 

12 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

13 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

14 15 

16 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

17 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

18 

6:00p-AA 

 

19 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

20 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

21 22 

23 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

24 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

25 

6:00p-AA 

26 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

27 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

28 29 

30 

Annual Meeting 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

31 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

     


