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Dear Friends, 

 

Greetings from beautiful downtown Louisville! I’m here for the week 

working on the General Assembly committee on Immigration. This is the 

225th GA and I’m honored to have been elected to serve as a commissioner 

from Blackhawk Presbytery. Below you see our theme for the assembly: 

“from lament to hope.” They gave me a t-shirt when I arrived, so you can 

see it when I get back as proof that I really am telling the truth when I say: 

Been there. Done that. Got the t-shirt. 

 

from Lament to Hope 

Now faith is the assurance 

of things hoped for, 

the conviction of things not seen. 

 

My assignment on the immigration committee was not what I’d have chosen, probably, but it was 

wonderful. Especially in view of the tragic news this week of the discovery of all those people – 

immigrants, hoping for a better future, now dead bodies, abandoned and left to suffer and die in a 

truck in the Texas heat. They were on our minds as we did our work. I will continue to share with you 

as the Assembly unfolds, but for now, here is a prayer that our committee moderator, the Rev. Ginna 

Bairby, offered on the morning after that sad news broke: 

 

God, as we digest the news from San Antonio, we lift up to you the lives that were lost and those 

who are still receiving care in the hospital. We pray for loved ones who are grieving, in shock, or 

waiting for news. Reports are calling this one of the worst episodes of migrant death in recent 

years on the southern border. Tragedies like these are only too common in our system as it 

stands. May we be mindful that these tragedies affect each of us differently. Some of us have 

never been a migrant, refugee, or asylum seeker. Some of us have. Some of us are still walking 

that long road to citizenship or permanent residents. Some of us are without status; some of us 

are supporting loved ones through this journey. May you comfort all who need your care and 

embrace. As we grieve these deaths, may we feel a renewed commitment to urgency and 

importance of the work of seeking just and safe ways for immigration. 

 

Pray for all who are seeking to do God’s work for those on the margins. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 
 
As I write this, five homes in our community are glistening with a new coat of paint! 
Sauk Valley UNITE has exceeded many expectations of a short-term “stay local” mission 
trip. We have proven that local churches can partner together to serve, engage, and 
share God’s love with people in their community. I love that we welcomed churched 
and “unchurched” youth into our midst, working right next to them, and showing them 
what it’s like to “love your neighbor as yourself “. I am so amazingly proud that our 

church has been a part of this powerful outreach. This is love. This is what it’s like to be the hands 
and feet of God. Thanks be to God for all your donations, prayers, and amazing support! 

 
While we’re talking about local churches working 
together, let's talk about this year’s CommUNITY VBS! 
Under The Big Top: A Circus of Gods Wonder's is all 
set for Sunday, July 10th. Join us for this amazing one-
day event. Registration will start at 1:30pm with the VBS 
Program running from 2:00pm-4:00pm. We will end the 
day Under the Big tent sharing a meal together! This 
will take place outside at Bethel Reformed Church in 
Sterling. VBS is for children ages 4 yrs. through those 

just finishing 5th grade.  During this ONE DAY Vacation Bible School at 
Bethel Church, get ready to explore how God’s power calls us to help others!  
Register now through the QR code or on https://forms.gle/F74LSMWSzSC5Anqj6 

Friends, we need your help! Can you spare an afternoon leading children from station to 
station as they learn and grow in God’s Love? I’d  be happy to talk to you about the many 
ways you can be involved in this amazing summer outreach! 
 
There will also be a VBS Worship Service at Grandon Civic Center on July 17th at 9:00am. We hope 
you can all join us. If there is inclement weather, we will worship at Bethel Reformed Church at 
9:00am instead.  
 
Happy Summer! 
 
Peace, 
Nan 

https://forms.gle/F74LSMWSzSC5Anqj6?fbclid=IwAR3ybXzABsGUHSRMAvkrWXhdBvW7ahR7ROrJCJ0SiDl2kwI5iqBDOv4snEw
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CommUNITY VBS 
Under the Big Top: A Circus of God's Wonders 

Sunday, July 10th 
Bethel Reformed Church - Outside 

Registration 1:30; VBS Program 2-4 
VBS Family Dinner 4:15 

Menu: hotdogs, chips, fruit, cookies, lemonade/water  
Ages: 4yrs - 5th grade  

If there is inclement weather, this event will NOT be 
rescheduled. 

CommUNITY VBS Worship Service 
July 17th 9:00 Grandon Civic Center 

If inclement weather, then service will be at Bethel 
Reformed Church. 
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Weekly Devotions 

 

July 3—An Unexpected Source of Healing 

 
 

July 10—God is Faithful. Are We? 

 
 

 

*July 17—VBS WORSHIP IN THE PARK 9:00 AM* 

Theme Healing may come from sources that we don’t expect 

Text 2 Kings 5:1-14 Elisha heals Naaman 

Context A captured servant girl, enslaved to Naaman, provides to him the source of healing. 

Challenge Have you sometimes overlooked a source of good that seems to come from the mar-

gins? 

Prayer Healing God, help us to see and receive your comfort and healing, wherever we 

may find it. Amen.  

Theme God promises to give blessings to those who follow in God’s way. 

Text Deuteronomy 30:8-14 

Context The gift of the law is for the people to prosper. The center of that law is the love of 

God. 

Challenge What does it mean for you to prosper? 

Prayer O God, keep us mindful that true flourishing is the life we have in you. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 
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July 24—Teach Us to Pray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 31—A Rich Fool and a Big Barn 

 

 
 

Theme  The Lord’s Prayer gives us a pattern to use as we pray. 

Text  Luke 11:1-13, Jesus teaches the disciples a prayer. 

Context  Those who follow Jesus ask him to teach them to pray, so he presents them with a 

model, a prayer that Christians have used ever since. 

Challenge  What are the times, places, and ways in which you pray? 

Prayer   Lord, teach us to pray always, without ceasing. Amen. 

Theme  We don’t know how long we have on this earth, but we know our lives are not about  

accumulating money and things 

Text   Luke 12: 13-21 Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool. 

Context   Jesus warns his followers about the perils of putting our trust in wealth and material 

goods, when life is about so much more. 

Challenge  Take an inventory of what matters to you. Focus your life on what matters. 

Prayer   O God, help us to love you and trust in you, not in what we earn or own or accumu-

late. Amen. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, 
Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, 
Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah 
Flint, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy, Nancy 
Weber, Joan Velde, Judy Aggen 

July 

07/06   Joe Anderson    

07/09 Steve & Lindsay (Davidson) Ebersole(A 

07/10 Lois Grimm 

07/11 Christina (Yemm) Duffy 

 Segue Lawrence Doering 

 Glenn & Gail Dancey (A)  

07/12   Kevin & Samantha O’Keefe (A) 

07/15 Barbara Van Osdol 

07/16 Mary Flint 

 David & Meli Cangahuala (A) 

07/20 Kyle Knutsen 

07/21 Jacob Conklen 

07/22 Sarah Adell  

Alan & Carla Connelly (A) 

07/23 Brooke (Cox) Dir 

 Brad & Lisa Zacharski (A) 

07/24 Betsy Adell 

 Melissa Etter 

 Alison Burkhalter 

07/26 Rachel Pashon 

Betty Pratt 

Ann Camp 

Dave & Judy Lowe (A) 

07/28 Mary Lynn Tedrick 

 Jeff & Tarah Brown (A) 

07/29 Amy Boze 

 Allen & Brooke Dir (A) 

07/30 Stephanie (Conklen) & Jacob Porter(A) 

PADS Volunteers Needed 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers 
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a 
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and 
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the 
meal and do the dishes. 
There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator—Bryan 
Etter 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

4 

 

5 

6:00p-AA 

 

6 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

7 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

8 

11:00a-

SMART 

9 

10 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

11 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

12 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

13 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

14 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

15 

11:00a-

SMART 

16 

17 

9:00a-VBS Worship at 

Grandon 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

18 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

19 

6:00p-AA 

 

20 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

5:00p-Girl 

Scouts 

21 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

22 

11:00a-

SMART 

23 

24 

9:30a-Worship 

2:00p-PFLAG 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

25 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

26 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

27 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

28 29 

11:00a-

SMART 

30 

Private 

Party 

31 

9:30a-Worship 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

      

Office 
Closed 

Office 
Closed 


