
  
1 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH              
410 Second Ave, Box 441               
Sterling, IL 61081                  

Rev. Dr. Christina Berry              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
  
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

410 Second Ave. 

P.O. Box 441 

Sterling, IL 61081 

(815) 625-0452 
 

A heart for God in the heart of Sterling.  
     FirstPresbyterianSterling@live.com 

www.firstpresbyteriansterling.org 

Look for us on Facebook! 

June 



  
2 

 

Dear Friends, 

I have so much to share! June is going to be FULL and abundant in 

blessings! 

June 5 – Pentecost Sunday and Communion. We celebrate the birthday of 

the church, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and we come to Christ’s table. Also on 

that day, our friends across the street at the Big Red Church are celebrating 

125 years in their building with a commemorative celebration at 11:00 AM. 

June 12 – Trinity Sunday. I’m going to rework a favorite sermon on the 

Trinity, because, by golly, trying to explain the Trinity is like trying to nail 

jello to the wall. Then at 2:00 PM, Rock River Hospice and Home will host its 

annual service in celebration of life, remembering those who have died in 

the past year. This service is led by local church leaders and hospice staff, 

and all are welcome to attend. 

June 18 – PRIDE celebration in Dixon. Several of our members will be there to hand out small gifts 

from the church to let people know “you are loved.” 

June 18- 19 JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION at Grandon Civic Center! On Saturday from 10-2, there will 

be activities and events for Juneteenth, On Sunday, June 19, at 10 AM we will be joining our friends 

from other congregations for this first ever community worship for Juneteenth. See more about this 

holiday our local celebration on page 8. 

June 22-25 UNITE happens and we got some houses to get painted, so pray it doesn’t rain, not one 

drop! Evening worship is open to everyone, and you are welcome to volunteer your time and gifts. Just 

check with Nan or me to get involved. 

And as if all this isn’t enough, on Saturday, June 25, our beloved deacon Joplin Sell will marry Marco in 

our sanctuary and celebrate in a small reception in the basement. This will be my first bilingual 

wedding (I’ve done bilingual worship, but not a wedding) and I’m so happy for Joplin 

and Marco. (Also, Bob and I celebrate 45 years of marriage on June 25. Yes, we were mere children 

when we wed.) 

June 26 – Confirmation. We will welcome two very fine young men into the membership of this church. 

Jamie and Augie were just babies when I first came to Sterling. I am so excited! 

Then on June 26 as soon as worship and fellowship are done, I’m off to Louisville to serve as a 

commissioner to General Assembly, something I have always wanted to do. I’m looking forward to 

learning and worshiping together with other Presbyterians from around the country. 

Check out the rest of this newsletter for more details on all that is happening in June. And remember: 

you are loved; you are worthy; you are enough. 

Peace, 

Pastor Christina 
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O God, 

Today I was going to clean the kitchen and walk the dog. Today I was going 

to spend some time outside, and go to the grocery store. You know, God, 

ordinary things. I wasn’t going to spend the day glued to a screen, alternately 

crying and praying. I had other plans. 

But once again, God, evil has reared its ugly head, and violence has marred the 

beauty of a new day. Once again, gunshots ring out and even though I am far 

away, far from danger, I am hunkered down in my house, plans dashed, 

shopping list crumpled, eyes red with tears. 

I want to reach out, to enfold those who are hurting in an embrace of love, to 

soothe their pain and promise them this won’t happen again, not while I have 

breath to speak out, not while I have the strength to act, not while I have 

any power to persuade. But the truth is, God, I feel pretty powerless. I’m 

helpless against these white supremacists, immobilized in the face of such 

violence, baffled about what to do or what to say today. 

Help me, God. God help me. 

Help me to pray rightly right now, for your presence and comfort in the 

bloodstained grocery aisle, for your power and strength in the church 

fellowship hall, for your love and mercy even for the shooter, even for the 

shooter. Help me turn my eyes from my self and toward the injured, then turn 

my gaze back to the mirror so that I can examine myself, and seek 

forgiveness, and steel myself to walk out into the work that you have set 

before me: to boldly proclaim that all of humanity is made in your image; to 

reach out in love; to offer help where I can; to use my voice; to stand shoulder 

to shoulder with the community; to be led where I am needed; to proceed with 

humility; to persevere with determination; to live in hope. 

Today I was going to clean the kitchen and walk the dog. 

Help me, God. God help us all. 

 

 

Christina Berry, May 16, 2022 
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Hello Friends, 
 
We have a busy summer planned and are certain that you do too, 
so let's get right to it! 
 
Mark your calendars for the following important summer events: 

 
June 23-25, UNITE. The Sauk Valley UNITE Service camp 
is a hometown mission experience and is intended for 
students from 8th-12th grade. FORTY TWO Youth from 
our community will be painting houses for people in the 
area who are unable to do it themselves. This mission 

opportunity is brought to you by the CommUNITY group of churches. We’ll 
be seeking out some donations and hope you feel called to help. We’ll 
need monetary donations, food, painting supplies, and other assorted 
items. We could also use YOU! Ask me or Pastor Christina for more 
information! 
 
July 10, CommUNITY VBS. Under The Big Top: A Circus 
of Gods Wonder's. During this ONE DAY Vacation Bible 
School, get ready to explore how God’s power calls us to 
help others! Stay tuned for more details! 
 

Don’t forget about the many camping opportunities 
available throughout the summer at Stronghold. 
Remember, we have scholarships available for all 
Stronghold campers!. This wonderful opportunity is 
too good to pass up!! Talk to me SOON! Check the 
camp out at www.strongholdcenter.org. Friends, again, 

we ask that you look at your summer plans and let us know as soon as 
possible if this is something you are considering. Camps fill up fast! 
 
Peace, 
 
Nan 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.strongholdcenter.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C616b22ce495e4b73e17b08da430fad6e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637896031860243036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
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Thank you all so much for the bottle caps! 

We now have enough to complete the 

project, and don’t need anymore. 

Greetings! 

 

This spring the Mission Committee is bringing back The Race for Change-A 

Legacy to Laura Crawford.  From May 1 through June 5 we will be collecting 

change for three charities as we “race” toward the finish line (Jerusalem).  The 

three recipients this year will be: 

  

 Buddy Bags 

 YWCA of the Sauk Valley 

 Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center (Blackhawk Presbytery) 

 

There will be one container per charity for everyone to drop in their coins/

contributions.  Each week we will count the donations and move the markers 

accordingly.  At the end of the six weeks, the funds will be distributed to the 

charities.   

 

We sponsored this last in 2019 and everyone had a great time, especially the 

children.  Start saving your change so you can join us in the fun and remember 

our dear friend, Laura Crawford.   

Let's Feed Our Children is 
asking for churches to 
donate fruit cups and 
individual applesauce cups 
on Mother's Day. Fruit can 
be peaches, pears, or 
pineapple. No mixed fruit or 
fruit cocktail, please.  
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Weekly Devotions 

June 5—Pentecost: The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

 
 

June 12—Trinity Sunday 

 
 

Theme Jesus promised to send a comforter and advocate: the Holy Spirit 

Text Acts 2: 1-21 People have all gathered in Jerusalem for the Pentecost festival, and 

then something amazing happens. 

Context Coming fifty (pente) days after the second day of Passover, the feast day was a cele-

bration of the first fruits of the wheat harvest. Now usually called Shavuot, it is also 

a celebration of the giving of the law by Moses. 

Challenge How does your life demonstrate the presence of the Holy Spirit? 

Prayer Come, Holy Spirit. Come, gentle dove. Come wind and fire, to inspire us and move 

us into your vision for the future. Amen.  

Theme Trinity Sunday is the one Sunday of the church year that is focused on a doctrine 

rather than a season. 

Text Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 describes Woman Wisdom and is widely understood to be a 

characterization of the Holy Spirit. Romans 5:1-5 

Context We proclaim belief in the triune God. But that is not an easy concept to explain. 

Challenge How would you explain the Trinity? 

Prayer Father, Son, Holy Spirit, draw us together in holy relationship to you and to one an-

other. Amen. 
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June 19—JUNETEENTH Community Worship 

Our first ever community worship in observance of Juneteenth! 

Our beloved siblings in Christ from Macedonia Baptist, First Congregational, and City of 

God invite us to join together in worship and celebration at Grandon Civic Center at 

10:00 AM. Fellowship will follow the service. 
 

 

  

June 26—Confirmation Sunday 

 
 

Theme  Passing on the mantle of faith 

Text  2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Elijah is leaving and Elisha asks for a double portion of his spirit. 

Then Elijah is taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire. 

Context  Confirmation is one of the ways that we pass our faith to the next generation. 

Challenge  Would someone younger ever want a double portion of your spirit? Why or why not? 

Prayer  From generation to generation, O God, you are faithful Thank you for adding to our 

number. Amen. 
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“The people of Texas are informed 

that in accordance with a 

Proclamation from the Executive of 

the United States, all slaves are 

free. This involves an absolute 

equality of rights and rights of 

property between former masters 

and slaves, and the connection 

heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer and hired 

laborer.” 

What exciting news that must have been for enslaved people in Galveston, 

Texas! At last they were free. The emancipation proclamation had been 

signed – two and a half years earlier! The news came to Texas on June 19, 

1865, and the celebrations of that day carried over into annual 

commemoration that took place every year on what became known as 

“Juneteenth.” It is the oldest national celebration in the United States of 

emancipation and the end of slavery, and on June 17, 2021, it became a 

federal holiday. 

Our first involvement with local Juneteenth celebrations started way back in 

2010! This year, through our participation with the Diversity Committee of the 

Sauk Valley, we have the opportunity to join in the events at Grandon on 

Saturday, June 18 and to worship together as a wider community on Sunday, 

June 19. 

On Saturday there will be food, music, activities, and lots of fun. On Sunday, 

our friends from Macedonia Baptist, First Congregational, Grace Episcopal 

and other congregations will join together for worship! First Presbyterian will 

NOT have a worship service at the church. 

Don’t miss a single minute of it! 

June 18: Juneteenth Celebration, 10:00AM-2:00 PM, Grandon Civic Center 

June 19: Juneteenth Community Worship, 10:00 AM, Grandon Civic Center 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, 
Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, 
Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah 
Flint, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy, Nancy 
Weber, Joan Velde, Judy Aggen 

June 

06/01 Melissa Vogel 

06/04 Elizabeth Wicks 

06/05 Diane Conklen 

06/06 Ronald & Jane Pease (A)  

06/07 Lori Davidson 

06/08 Kinsey Zacharski 

 Emmett Brown 

 Peter & Sue Whiting (A) 

06/11 Robert Boze 

06/12 David Twining 

06/14 Jim Camp 

06/17 Katie Adell 

06/18 Ashtyn Burkhalter 

Ron & Shirley Van Wyhe (A) 

06/20 Julie Cox 

06/22 Makinzie Vogel 

 Barry & Mary Flint (A) 

06/25 Bob & Christina Berry (A) 

06/30 Michael Hemminger 

 Sue Whiting PADS Volunteers Needed 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 1st Saturday of the month. The volunteers 
hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also is a 
volunteer that prepares the dinner meal and 
delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve the 
meal and do the dishes. 
There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator—Bryan 
Etter 

Notices: 

• The flower chart up! Feel free to sign 

up to provide flowers for our service. 

• We are in need of Greeters! Sign up in 

the narthex. 

• Want snacks after church? Sign up for 

Fellowship! Sheet in the narthex. 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

3:00p-LSSI 

2 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

3 4 

5 

Pentecost 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

6 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

7 

6:00p-AA 

 

8 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

9 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

10 11 

12 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

13 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

14 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

15 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

16 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

17 18 

19 

Juneteenth 

10:00a-Worship at 

Grandon 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

20 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

21 

6:00p-AA 

 

22 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

23 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

24 

Rehearsal 

25 

Wedding 

26 

9:30a-Worship 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

27 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

28 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

29 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

3:00p-LSSI 

30   


