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Dear Friends, 

 I am so excited to tell you about our Lenten worship and Bible Study 

this year! I think you will be inspired and enlightened in our worship, study, 

and devotions as we begin this forty day journey to the cross and the empty 

tomb. Our focus for Lent will be the music of African-American spirituals. In 

Sunday morning worship, we will explore scripture and song relating to the 

themes of Lent, and will sing some of the spirituals together. These songs, 

treasured as a uniquely American form of music, were created and sung by 

enslaved people. They are powerful, simple songs, often based on scripture 

and Bible stories. They address the most basic human emotions: longing and 

love, pain and suffering, sorrow and joy, anguish and hope. 

 For devotions at home and in Bible Study, we will use the book by 

Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Were You There? Lenten Reflections on the 

Spirituals. We’ve purchased a number of copies that are available for each 

househould, and we will be posting a link to the featured spiritual each day 

on our church Facebook page. I’ve just spent a joyful (and sometimes 

tearful) afternoon selecting the video links, trying to curate for you a wide variety of eras, styles, and 

artists who offer up their renditions of these spirituals. I was able to find links to versions of all but two 

of the forty songs Powery uses in his book. Parker Palmer said of this book: “Luke Powery draws from 

the Spirituals found across the Black church traditions, music that some have called a ‘Third 

Testament.’ There is nourishment here for heart and soul—solace, strength, and transcendence in music 

created by people who have known personal and communal pain that I can barely imagine. By joining 

the voices of the marginalized with the ‘high church’ pattern of the liturgical year, Luke has bridged 

two worlds in these pages, a work of reconciliation in itself. If you crave the bread of life in an era of 

spiritual famine, I believe that you will find as much sustenance in this feast as I have.” 

 The Rev. Dr. Luke A. Powery is the dean of Duke Chapel and an associate professor of 

homiletics at Duke Divinity School. He received his B.A. in music with a concentration in vocal 

performance from Stanford University, his M.Div. from Princeton Theological Seminary, and his Th.D. 

from Emmanuel College, University of Toronto. 

 I hope you’ll be present with us on Sunday mornings as we sing, pray and worship together, and 

join with us in study and prayer as we make this Lenten journey.  

 Ash Wednesday Service is March 2 at 5:00 PM. 

Peace, 

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 
 
I have some great news to pass along about our Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday. But first, let's talk about our amazing teens who can best be 
described as compassionate, dedicated, and creative young people. These 
teens worked together to create a powerful worship service that raised 
awareness of the urgent and growing needs of hunger-related issues in our 
community. By giving them the opportunity to lead worship, we are able to 
mentor them, guide them as they share their gifts, encourage and remind 
them that they are valued, loved members of our community. As a matter of 

fact, the worship service was a reminder of that! The teens spoke about their doubts, 
questioning their ability to lead at such a young age. As they studied the chosen 
Jeremiah text, they were reminded that God chooses all ages to speak. It doesn’t matter 
how old you are.  God always uses common ordinary people to do his work.  God gives 
us courage, touches our spirits, and touches our mouths.   This is what he did for 
Jeremiah and this is what he continues to do for us.  
 
And now… cue the drumroll… we are happy to report that this year’s Souper Bowl of 
Caring raised $1100.00 and collected 135 cans of Soup and Chef Boy-ar-dee! Our 
collection supports the local Buddy Bags program which provides food over the 
weekend for school age children in need.  This food ensures that those kids won't go 
hungry over the weekend.  THANK YOU for your generous donations and continued 
support of our young people.   
 
I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy.  
 
Peace, 
Nan 
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Weekly Devotions 
 

March 6—Wade in the Water 

 
 

March 13—No Hiding Place 

 

Theme In Exodus and in the gospel of John, God brings freedom and healing . 

Text Exodus 14: 10-14, 21-23, 26-29; John 5: 1-8 

Context As the Israelites fled oppression, God was present to help them. That same power 

was demonstrated as Jesus healed the man by the Sheep’s Gate. 

Challenge How has God’s grace set you free? What still binds you? 

Prayer You liberate us from oppression and sin, O God, and we are thankful. Amen.  

Theme God seeks to draw us in, like a hen draws her chicks under her wings, a hiding 

place from the woes of this world. 

Text Psalm 27:5, Luke 13: 22-35  Jesus weeps over Jerusalem  

Context As Jesus looks out at Jerusalem from the temple, he is moved to tears by his love 

and sorrow. 

Challenge When has God been your hiding place? 

Prayer Holy One, we know that in this world for many there is no hiding place. Shield and 

cover your beloved people. Amen. 
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March 20—Somebody’s Knockin’ At Your Door 

 
  

March 27—Kum By Yah 

Theme  Jesus comes to us and asks us to invite him into our lives. 

Text  Revelation 3:15-22 “I stand at the door and knock…” 

Context  In the Book of Revelation, the Spirit addresses the seven churches. The church at La-

odicea is neither cold nor hot, but lukewarm. 

Challenge  In what ways are you lukewarm about your faith commitment? 

Prayer  Holy One, we hear you knocking at the door of our heart, and we are ready to answer 

– to welcome you in to eat with us and dwell with us. Amen. 

Theme  When we come to our senses and return to God, we are welcomed like a long lost 

child returning home. 

Text  Luke 15:11-32  Jesus tells a story about a son who comes home. 

Context  Jesus is using “lost and found” stories to try to communicate the vast grace of God, 

and the joy and relief of coming home. 

Challenge  St. Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you, O God.” When have 

you recognized that your true home is in God? 

Prayer   Thank you, merciful God, for always welcoming us with open arms, no matter how 

far we might stray from you. Amen. 
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Lenten Mission Focus: Black Studies Center at NIU 
Normally, when the church uses music for choir or congregational singing, we pay for it, 
either in the purchase of a hymnal or the payment of royalties or purchasing copies of 
the music. Since the Spirituals were from the African American community, many of 
them people who were enslaved, the Christian church has been using that music for 
generations without any compensation. So as we lift up and honor and celebrate this 
uniquely American form of music, it will be fitting to make a contribution to the Black 
community. The Mission Committee has decided to offer a gift and a challenge to that 
end. Throughout Lent, you are encouraged to make donations to the project, and the 
Mission Committee will match your donations up to $500. This fund will be donated to 
the Black Studies Center at NIU for their choir or scholarship fund. You can join in this 
special effort throughout Lent, making your gifts online, through the mail, or at the 
church. 

Easter Flowers 
$11.00 each 

Deadline to order is Sunday, March 13. 
Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church & Easter flowers. 

 
Name _________________________________________________________________ 
 
# of Flowers _______ 
 
In honor of _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory of ___________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God ______ 
 
I will keep _____             I want to give to a shut-in ____ 

 
Or call the office at 625-0452 to order. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Pat Conklen, 
Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, 
Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & 
Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, Hart DuBois, Yvonne 
Van Wyhe, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy, 
Nancy Weber 

March  
03/02 Henry Oberg 
03/03 Derrick & Sarah (Nesbitt) Peltier (A) 
 Bill & Julie Yemm (A) 
03/04 Angela Reitzel 
 Juliana Burkhalter 
03/10 Paul Osborn 
03/11 Brayden Hemminger 
03/13 Ted Buikema 
03/17 Brad Cassens 
03/20 William Griswold 
03/21 Dylan Sutkay 

Ronald Van Wyhe 
03/23 Glen & Linda Weatherwax (A) 
03/24 Peggy Burger 
03/26 David Pease 
03/27 Patricia Twining 
03/29 Elise McPherson 

Greetings! 

 

This spring the Mission Committee is bringing back The Race for Change-A 

Legacy to Laura Crawford.  From May 1 through June 5 we will be collecting 

change for three charities as we “race” toward the finish line (Jerusalem).  The 

three recipients this year will be: 

  

 Buddy Bags 

 YWCA of the Sauk Valley 

 Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center (Blackhawk Presbytery) 

 

There will be one container per charity for everyone to drop in their coins/

contributions.  Each week we will count the donations and move the markers 

accordingly.  At the end of the six weeks, the funds will be distributed to the 

charities.   

 

We sponsored this last in 2019 and everyone had a great time, especially the 

children.  Start saving your change so you can join us in the fun and remember 

our dear friend, Laura Crawford.   
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

6:00p-AA 

2 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-Ash 

Wednesday 

Service 

3 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

4 5 

Pinewood 

Derby 

6 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

7 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

8 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

9 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

10 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

11 12 

13 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

14 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

15 

6:00p-AA 

 

16 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

17 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

18 19 

20 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

21 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

22 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

23 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

24 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

25 26 

27 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

28 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

29 

6:00p-AA 

30 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

31 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

  


