
  
1 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH              
410 Second Ave, Box 441               
Sterling, IL 61081                  

Rev. Dr. Christina Berry              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
  
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

410 Second Ave. 

P.O. Box 441 

Sterling, IL 61081 

(815) 625-0452 
 

A heart for God in the heart of Sterling.  
     FirstPresbyterianSterling@live.com 

www.firstpresbyteriansterling.org 

Look for us on Facebook! 

May 



  
2 

 

Dear Friends, 

Last month, I wrote about how Easter changes everything, and how we 

might be even more aware of the power of the resurrection in our own lives 

and in our church. 

This month, I want to tell you about some new things that have arisen in our 

church, and how they might be giving new life to our community!  

First, as you probably know, we’ve begun work on our Fund for a Flourishing Future campaign. This is 

not like a usual “capital campaign” where we pledge money for building repairs and improvements. 

This is a fund for the future, a new way of looking at funding our church for generations to come.  

The simplest way to explain it is this:  

Every year, faithful people pledge and give to support the ministry of the church. And we are so 

thankful for this! Also every year, our finance committee invests our “savings account” to bring in extra 

money so that we can not only pay our bills and enjoy our church programs, but we can also give and 

share with others, like Hospice, Fish Food Pantry, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Blackhawk 

Presbytery, Buddy Bags, the YWCA, individuals in need, and so many other ministries and missions. 

(If I listed them all, Samantha wouldn’t have room in the newsletter for everything else!) 

BUT because we’ve needed to cover some unexpected expenses on our building, that “savings account” 

balance has gone down. The pledges you make to the Fund for a Flourishing Future will build that 

account back up, so we can continue to enjoy the benefits of the investments, and the income from them 

can continue to benefit our community and our world. This is one way of securing the future of our 

congregation and our many ministries. This campaign will invite you to pledge over a three-year 

period, and you’ll be hearing more about it in the weeks to come. Please prayerfully consider how you 

might support the Fund for a Flourishing Future. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Second, the Fund for a Flourishing Future has arranged a special event for those of us who might 

need to make out a will or update our wills. At our invitation, Will Lee, an attorney in private 

practice, will be coming to FPC on May 15 to give us a workshop on wills and bequests. And he 

will be available for you to make an appointment to make a will with him if you wish. Of course, 

we hope that when you make your will, you remember the church with a gift – for many of us that 

kind of bequest is the “legacy of a lifetime” and the largest gift we’ll ever make to the church. 

Please know that Will can gladly work with you whether you make a bequest to the church or not, 

but we certainly would appreciate it if you decide to do that! 

Third, the Worship and Music Committee is working on ways for you to live out your faith in all 

sorts of ways. They are creating a “Giving Center” in our church where you can safely leave a 

donation, sign up to give your time and talents, and learn about ways you can be a faithful steward 

of the gifts God has given you. They’ll be arranging for you to hear stories in worship every week 

about the ways you bless others with your generosity. 

Finally, and most importantly, thank you! Thank you and God bless you for your faithfulness, 

your commitment, your generosity, and your love of Jesus! It is a joy to experience this life in Christ 

that we share together! 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Christina 

Hometown mission trip for students going into 

8th through (graduating) 12th grade and 

adult leaders – the experience without the 

expense 

 

-This is a 3 ½ day service event. 

-Youth from the area paint houses for people in Sterling and Rock 

Falls who are unable to do so themselves.  

 

SERVE God. LOVE neighbors. 

UNITE the community.  

 

WHERE IS SAUK VALLEY UNITE SERVICE CAMP?  

Sauk Valley Unite is in our backyard 

Students will be painting houses in Rock Falls and Sterling. Houses are 

chosen based on financial and/or physical need.  
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Hello Friends, 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Thanks be to God! Here we are 

in the middle of Easter season remembering the magnificent mystery of the 

Resurrection. We are basking in the joy and the promise of new beginnings and excited 

to go out into the world and share the good news! As I think about the beauty and Joy 

of Easter Sunday, I am reminded of how we began our Lenten journey inviting Jesus to 

walk with me.  

 

The children and I usually tie our Sunday School lessons into the scripture that is shared for 

worship. But, during the season of Lent, we were immersed in Holy week.  We spent the six weeks 

of Lent walking with Jesus, hearing all the stories of his last days, happy and sad. The purpose of 

this is to not skip over the suffering Jesus experienced before he died.  As we told the stories of Holy 

week, we took time to wonder about feelings. We thought about everyone's feelings: Jesus, the 

disciples, the crowds,  the guards, the men who were next to Jesus on the cross, the women who 

walked to the tomb, and of course, our own feelings as we heard the stories. This time with the 

children is always powerful, intimate, holy, and fundamental to how they grow in faith. When we 

remembered Jesus’ Last Supper with his friends, the children repeated the Words effortlessly. To 

hear their precious voices say,  “This is my body broken for you. Eat this and remember me.” And 

then, ”He took the wine and said, This is my blood, shed for you. Drink this and remember Me.” It 

left me breathless. In that moment, they knew Jesus and his everlasting love. 

 

Friends, what happened in our classroom that day held special meaning to me on Maundy 

Thursday as I watched our children walk to the front of church and receive Communion. I have to 

admit, I was a weepy mess on Maundy Thursday. It had been over two years since I watched my 

church family stand up, file out of their pews, and open their hands to receive the bread and drink 

the juice. I watched Pastor Christina look into everyone’s eyes, including our little ones, as she 

leaned forward to share the bread. I smiled and cried as I saw a big sister show her younger siblings 

how to “do” Communion. That day was especially meaningful to me. You see, I have always felt 

that Communion is a precious and joyful feast for the people of God. And watching you all, and our 

children, share in that Feast while helping each other made my heart sing and filled me with joy! 

 

Peace, 

Nan 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 May 8—No Sunday School 
 May 22—Last Sunday School 
 June 23-25—UNITE 
 July 10—CommUNITY VBS 
 July 17—CommUNITY Worship 
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Greetings! 

 

This spring the Mission Committee is bringing back The Race for Change-A 

Legacy to Laura Crawford.  From May 1 through June 5 we will be collecting 

change for three charities as we “race” toward the finish line (Jerusalem).  The 

three recipients this year will be: 

  

 Buddy Bags 

 YWCA of the Sauk Valley 

 Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center (Blackhawk Presbytery) 

 

There will be one container per charity for everyone to drop in their coins/

contributions.  Each week we will count the donations and move the markers 

accordingly.  At the end of the six weeks, the funds will be distributed to the 

charities.   

 

We sponsored this last in 2019 and everyone had a great time, especially the 

children.  Start saving your change so you can join us in the fun and remember 

our dear friend, Laura Crawford.   

Let's Feed Our Children is 
asking for churches to 
donate fruit cups and 
individual applesauce cups 
on Mother's Day. Fruit can 
be peaches, pears, 
pineapple or oranges. No 
mixed fruit or fruit cocktail, 
please.  

Church Women United 
May Friendship Day 

Saturday, May 7  
12P.M—Lunch 

1P.M.—Program 
Big Red Church, 311 Second Ave, 

Sterling 
All are invited! 
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Weekly Devotions 
Faithful Intentions 

 
Why Set Intentions?  

Setting an intention at the start of a new year, on your birthday, when a new month begins, or at the 

beginning of your day or week can be a powerful practice because it’s the first step to embodying that 

which you want. Wayne Dyer said, “Our intention creates our reality.” And how many times have you 

heard “What you think, you become,” or “Thoughts become things”? If you’re focusing your mind on a 

specific intention during a meditation, you are bringing it to your focused mind, your thoughts, your heart 

… and in turn helping to bring it into your reality.  

  

How to Set an Intention  

Your intention should be closely tied to your personal thoughts, values, and perspective on life. Intentions 

can be a clear and specific wish, or as simple as a word or phrase you’d like to align yourself with, like 

“open your mind and heart,” “love,” “vulnerability,” “strength,” “kindness for myself and others,” 

“peace,” or “freedom.” Try to keep the intention positive, so instead of saying “stop being a coward,” or 

“spend less time alone,” choose the intentions, “be courageous” or simply, “community”.  

https://melissaeisler.com/intention-setting-101/  

 

May 1—Do You Love Me? Feed My Sheep

 
 

May 8—We Belong to God 

 

Theme Jesus feeds us and nourishes us so that we can care for others. 

Text John 21:1-17 In his third appearance after the resurrection, Je-

sus feeds his friends and asks an important question three 

times: Do you love me? 

Context Even though Peter denied him three times, Jesus sends him to 

do the will of God, to feed and tend and care for others in Je-

sus’s name. 

Challenge How do your faithful intentions get derailed? What keeps you 

from living out your love for Jesus in your daily life? 

Prayer Generous God, you strengthen us at your table so that we may 

go out and feed your lambs. Thank you. Amen.  

Theme Last week we were called to “tend the sheep.” This week we 

are reminded that we, too, are the flock. 

Text John 10:22-30 Jesus told the people this: “My sheep hear my 

voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 

life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of 

my hand.” 

Context Jesus said “I am the good shepherd.” We belong to him. You 

are loved; you are worthy; you are enough. 

Challenge What faithful intention can you set to remember that you be-

long to God? 

Prayer Good Shepherd, lead us in the way we should go. Amen. 
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May 15—The New Commandment  

 
  

May 22—Peace-filled Living  

 

 

 

May 29—Sing a New Song! 

 

 

Theme  We revisit that moment when Jesus, at the last supper, gave a new commandment to 

all who follow him. 

Text  John 13:31-35 Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another. He said, “By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  

Context  Jesus knows that his disciples need to live in love, and so he gives them a new com-

mandment. 

Challenge  Have you set an intention to be a loving person? How does that look in your life? 

Prayer  O God, help us to love one another and love this world, every minute, every day, all 

the time. Amen. 

Theme  Jesus is reassuring and encouraging his followers. 

Text  John 14:23-39  Jesus calls us to peace, and tells us, “Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give to you.” 

Context  As Jesus prepares his followers for a time when he is no longer physically 

present, he urges them to be peaceful, courageous, and to live in ways 

that bring glory to God. 

Challenge  Living in the peace of Christ can be challenging! What peaceful intentions 

can you set to help you share the peace of Christ? 

Prayer  Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Amen. 

Theme  In this last Sunday before Pentecost, we celebrate with music and 

singing! 

Text  Psalm 98 Sing to God a brand-new song. Shout your praises to 

God, everybody!  

Context  There are fewer and fewer places in our lives where we sing to-

gether. Scripture and science both tell us how GOOD it is to lift 

our voices together in song! 

Challenge  Do you sing along in worship? Where else do you sing? 

Prayer  We lift up hearts and voices in praise and celebration to you, lov-

ing and gracious God. Thank you for the gift of music and song. 

Amen. 
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 DO YOU NEED TO MAKE A WILL?  

OR UPDATE YOUR WILL? 

It is never too early to write a will; it can only be too late! 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A FREE SEMINAR! 

Join us for an Estate Planning Seminar with Will Lee, Attorney at Law. 

We’ve invited Will Lee to come and guide us through some of the basics. 

Learn about wills, bequests, how to go about making your plans, and how 

to give to your church.  

Sunday, May 15, 2:00 PM 

410 Second Avenue, Sterling IL 

FREE and open to the public. You do not need to be a member to 

attend and benefit from this one-hour workshop. 

www.firstpresbyteriansterling.org 

815-625-0452 

Hope in God, who richly provides everything for our 

enjoyment. Do good; be rich in the good things you do; be 

generous; share with others. When you do these things, you will 

save a treasure for yourselves that is a good foundation for the 

future. That way you can take hold of what is truly life.  
1Timothy 6:17-19, paraphrased 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, 
Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, 
Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah 
Flint, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy, Nancy 
Weber, Debbie Lathrop, Joan Velde, Judy Aggen 

May 

05/05 Kraig Knutsen  

05/07 Ann Musgrove 

 Samantha (Pashon) O’Keefe 

 John & Deborah Haglund (A) 

05/09 Jordann Langer 

05/11 Stephen Yemm  

05/13 David & Pat Twining (A) 

05/14 Jeff Brown 

05/16 Emma Boze 

05/17 Brad & Cindy Cassens (A) 

 Rodney & Nancy Weber (A) 

05/18 Glenn Dancey 

05/19 Jane Pease 

Ronald Williams 

05/21 Robert Sutkay 

05/22 Donald Vogel 

05/24 Sherry Asbury  

Richard & Lori Davidson (A) 

05/26 Donald Rastede 

05/28 Audrey Nesbitt 

05/30 Nora Langner 

Erik & Nicole Oberg (A) 

05/31 Linda Martin  

PADS Volunteers Needed 

PADS is the local agency that provides 
temporary housing for the homeless of the 
Sauk Valley. They are open year-round. The 
guests are provided with a dinner and 
breakfast meal. There are bathroom facilities 
where they can clean up. Laundry facilities to 
clean clothes and a sleeping area. The 
shelters hours are from 7 pm to 7 am. 
First Presbyterian Church staffs the shelter on 
the 3rd Saturday of the month. The 
volunteers hours are 6pm to 11pm.There also 
is a volunteer that prepares the dinner meal 
and delivers it before 7 pm. Volunteers serve 
the meal and do the dishes. 
There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the 
Church narthex. 
First Presbyterian PADS Coordinator—Bryan 
Etter 

Notices: 

• The flower chart up! Feel free to sign 

up to provide flowers for our service. 

• We are in need of Greeters! Sign up in 

the narthex. 

• Want snacks after church? Sign up for 

Fellowship! Sheet in the narthex. 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

2:00p-Piano Recital 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

2 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

3 

6:00p-AA 

4 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

6 

4:00p-LSSI 

7 

8 

Mother’s Day 

9:30a-Worship 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

9 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

10 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

11 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

12 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

13 

4:00p-LSSI 

14 

15 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

2:00p-Wills & 

Legacies 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

16 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

17 

6:00p-AA 

 

18 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

19 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

20 

4:00p-LSSI 

21 

22 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

23 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

24 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

25 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

26 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

27 

4:00p-LSSI 

28 

29 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Confirmation 

10:30a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

30 

4: 

31 

6:00p-AA 

 

    

Office 
Closed 


