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Dear Friends,  

 

Does autumn make you feel wistful? As we move into the waning days of 

summer, many of us feel deeply the truth of the scripture that reminds us 

that there is a time and season for everything under the sun. After the 

beauty and warmth of summer, the air changes. You can sense it before the 

calendar tells you the seasons are changing. Especially now, as we are still 

in a time of seeking what our “new normal” will be, autumn reminds us 

once again that, as poet Robert Frost mused, “nothing gold can stay.”  

I think you will enjoy this excerpt from a reflection by Sister Joyce Rupp, a 

Benedictine nun and writer of remarkable books of poetry, liturgy, and 

meditations: 

 

Autumn draws me into a reflective embrace. The misty air, the golden leaves, the noisy call of 

geese winging their way southward, all these lead me inward. I relish autumn’s quiet way of 

doing this. At the same time, I resist autumn. Mainly because it pokes “death” in my face 

everywhere I turn. I don’t want to let go of summer’s warmth and energizing green. I resist 

the inherent message of impermanence reflected in this season. 

Letting go is absolutely essential in order for change to occur. All the major spiritual teachings 

hold this belief – we can’t grow unless we let go. So, who of us passionately desires 

relinquishment? Not me. This call to love what is but not cling to it has been a longtime 

challenge. Every autumn I turn and face the big question: how to cherish who and what I 

have but to hold these gifts freely, with open hands and heart. I think I am getting better at it 

but I still sense some latent resistance. 

If we want to be spiritually transformed it is essential to include letting go as part of our 

journey. Each autumn I now seek inspiration from those dying leaves gathering in ever 

deeper layers on the ground. As the trees let go of what enabled them to sip of the nourishing 

rays of summer sun, their falling leaves will eventually become a rich humus to nourish 

spring’s greening growth. If I stay open to the inner and outer changes that naturally arise, (if 

I dance more and drag my feet less about impermanence), my life can be a nourishing source 

for personal and world transformation. I hope the same for you. (©2018 Joyce Rupp) 

 

Yes, in this transitional time there is wistfulness, even sadness. But in that wistfulness, there is a 

special kind of joy. We move into the routines of the church year, with Rally Day, resuming Sunday 

School, looking toward stewardship, Thanksgiving, and (yes! so soon!) Advent and Christmas. May 

we all be grateful and open to transformation in this changing season. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Christina 

Got Questions?  

New Adult Class! 

Begins September 25 after 

Worship, Fellowship and Choir 

11:30-12:00 

Got questions? Perhaps you have questions about what you believe, or about what 

others believe. Maybe you just enjoy discussing ideas about faith, God, the Bible, 

Jesus, and the church in the world. This fall, we are starting a new adult learning 

opportunity. These intentional 30 minute conversations will be in the choir room on 

Sundays following morning activities. Each class will be a simple format: prayer, 

short video, conversation. That’s it. No homework, no preparation needed (though 

you can prepare, if you want!) Here are some of the questions we will explore! 

• Who wrote the Bible, God or humans? 2 Timothy 3:16 

• Is the Bible true? John 8:32; 18:37-38 

• Why does the Bible contradict itself at times? John 20:30-31 

• Is God male? Genesis 1:26a, 27; Isaiah 66:13; Matthew 23:37 

• Am I really supposed to believe Mary was a virgin? Isaiah 7:14 

• Why should I follow Jesus; can’t I just say I believe in him? Matthew 

4:18-20 

• Can someone lose their salvation? Romans 8:38-39 

• Can I be a Christian without going to church? Acts 2:43-47 
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Hello Friends, 

 

How’s your summer been? Mine was busy and eventful! You know how it goes during 

the summer, our many activities, vacations, volunteering, visiting relatives, yard work, 

and other events can keep us away from each other…especially on Sundays. I’ve 

missed a few Sundays, and while I enjoyed the things I was doing on those days, I also 

found myself missing the peace and beauty of our worship. I missed leaving church 

refreshed, renewed, challenged, and filled with purpose.  If your summer’s been jam-packed and 

you’ve found yourself not attending church as much as you’d like, now’s the time to get back into 

the practice of nurturing your spirit.  

 

Are you ready to get back into the rhythm of the church year? Are you ready to continue to learn 

and grow in God’s love? If so, have I got news for you! It’s time. Time to mark your calendars for 

Rally Day on Sunday, September 11th. As always, we’ll start in worship. After worship, we’ll 

gather in the basement for all kinds of fun things: Presby BINGO, games for all ages, and of course, 

fabulous prizes! And, as if that’s not enough reason to join us for Rally Day, we’ve added a good Ol’ 

Fashioned Pot Luck! It’s been way too long since we’ve brought our favorite dish to share with each 

other! 

 

And just like that, we’ll be back into our church education year. The Christian Education committee 

spent the summer evaluating curriculum for our children and adults. It would have been easy to 

continue with our current curriculum. It was theologically sound and familiar,  you know, “if it’s 

not broke don’t fix it”, but our committee is tasked to guide and educate our members. We 

evaluated three curriculums  and found one that checked all the boxes we were looking for. The 

Follow Me  curriculum is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers. 

Written for people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this curriculum examines where these 

practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now. We 

will be able to use Follow Me in worship and all education programs.  

 

That said, it’s time to Mark Your Calendars! Children's Sunday School Begins September 18th 

with a Sacraments Class. This informational class is open to all ages! Join us in the sanctuary as we 

explore the sacraments and learn about being an acolyte.  

 

Friends, my hope is that this church year is full of opportunities for us to grow our faith.  Let’s pray 

that our hectic schedules will allow time for worship, for prayer, and for learning and growing in 

God’s love. 

 

Peace, 

Nan 
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September 25! 

Mark your calendars!  
Rally Day is September 11.  

Games, fellowship, fun, and a Potluck!  
Bring your favorite dish to pass  

(Meat will be provided) 
for our first Potluck in years! 
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Weekly Devotions 

 

September 4—Counting the Cost 

 
 

September 11—Rally Day! Welcome to God’s World! 

 
 

 

 

 

Theme Following Jesus comes at a cost 

Text Luke 14: 25-33 

Context Jesus reminds people that following him will not always be easy, and they should 

consider the cost of discipleship. 

Challenge Most of us are glad to think about the gifts of discipleship. 

Have you considered what Christianity might require of you? 

Prayer God, in Jesus Christ you invite us to lay down our burdens and take up the yoke of 

Jesus; help us to think deeply about our commitment to living in faith. Amen.  

Theme In creation, God welcomes all living things into being, and makes humans in God’s 

own image. 

Text Genesis 1:1-2:2 

Context Even in the knowledge of science, there is so much in the created order that prompts 

our awe. Our very lives are a gift from God. That a God of love exists is a welcome 

wonder. 

Challenge What does the welcome of the natural world lead you to do on behalf of creation? 

Prayer God, you are present in all things, from the tiniest subatomic particle to the most 

distant unfathomable galaxy. Help us to know and appreciate our own place in the 

created order. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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September 18—Welcome! Who’s That Stranger? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 25—Welcome! Just My Style 

 

 

 

Theme  Emmaus 

Text  Luke 24:13-24 

Context  On the first day of the week, two sad travelers on their way home to Emmaus meet a 

stranger, with whom they discuss the scriptures, and the death of the Rabbi Jesus. 

Then they invite him to dinner and find themselves welcomed to his table. 

Challenge  Do you see Jesus in the faces of strangers? How will your eyes be open to the presence 

of the resurrected Christ? 

Prayer  Open our eyes, Lord. We want to see Jesus, and to welcome strangers just as he told us. 

Amen. 

Theme  Jesus visits a home where two women welcome him. 

Text  Luke 10:38-42 

Context  One of the women who welcomes Jesus does so by sitting at his feet and listening to 

him. The other welcomes him by preparing a delicious meal for him and the rest of 

his followers. 

Challenge  What is your style of welcome? 

Prayer  God, in Jesus Christ you visit us in so many different ways. Help us to extend wel-

come to all, and to always consider what is needed most. Amen. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, 
Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, 
Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah 
Flint, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy,  Joan 
Velde, Judy Aggen, Nancy Weber 

September 

09/01 Pauline Kettler 

 Morgan Penwarden 

09/03 Joan Velde 

 Derrick Peltier 

 Tim & Nan Pashon (A) 

09/11 Tim Tedrick 

09/12 Norman Asbury 

09/15 Meli Cangahuala 

09/16 Erik Oberg 

09/17 James Olson 

09/18 Mickey Gage 

09/19 Freddy Rastede 

09/22 Kristin & Hart DuBois (A) 

09/24 Tonia & Diana Day-Schreiner (A) 

09/26 Jeff Conklen 

09/28 Darcie & Kraig Knutsen (A) 

09/29 Bob Schwindenhammer 

09/30 Eric Pease & Alison Bjork (A) 

 
Little Free Pantry  
The Little Free 
Pantry on our 
church corner 
seems to be 
getting a lot of 
traffic. As you do 
your shopping, 
consider picking 
up a few non-
perishable items 

to put into the pantry for those 
who might need it. Canned tuna 
and chicken, peanut butter, 
canned fruit, shelf-stable milk, 
and cereal are a few items that 
might be welcome. 

Our Buddy Bag program is starting up again, and we are in 
need of donations! Single serving, shelf stable food (fruit 
cups, mac-n-cheese cups, granola bars, etc). Or you can 
drop money to the church memo’d Buddy Bags! 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

2 

11:00a-

SMART 

3 

4 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

5 6 

6:00p-AA 

 

7 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

4:00p-LSSI 

5:00p-SMART 

8 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

9 

11:00a-

SMART 

10 

4:00p-NA 

11 

RALLY DAY! 

9:30a-Worship  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

12 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

13 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

14 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

15 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

16 

11:00a-

SMART 

17 

4:00p-Girl 

Scouts 

18 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sacrements 

Class  

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

19 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

20 

6:00p-AA 

 

21 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

 

22 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

23 

11:00a-

SMART 

24 

25 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

26 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

27 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

28 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

29 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

30 

11:00a-

SMART 

 

Office 
Closed 


