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Dear Friends, 
 

I just love the in-between-ness of October. We’ve gotten our fall programs 

started, the kids (and teachers!) are back in school, and it isn’t yet time for 

stewardship and then Advent! Plus, pumpkin spice, apple cider, and 

sweaters. Welcome to October! 
 

Four October things to know: 
 

1. October 2 is Peace and Global Witness AND World Communion 

Sunday. Even though I love pumpkin spice, we won’t have pumpkin spice 

communion. We will have the Lord’s Supper on Sunday,. You’ll have 

chance to reflect on Peacemaking for four Sundays in October and to 

contribute to the Peace Offering in worship. 

2. We will begin the second unit of our Follow Me materials, considering in worship, Sunday 

School and Bible study how we can learn about and follow Jesus in the practice of Peacemaking. 

Starting with inner peace, we will consider together how to really listen, and how to get beyond 

fear and be courageous, taking a risk for peace. 

3. The Session has created a “masks only” section in the sanctuary for worship. People wearing 

masks may sit anywhere they like, but in the “masks only” section, everyone should wear a 

mask. We want to create a space for those who need to wear a mask to protect themselves or 

someone in their household, and we want them to feel comfortable in worship. So if you choose 

to sit on that side of the worship space, please wear a mask. Thanks for the way you have all been 

so careful of each other and so respectful of the decisions each person makes about masks and 

such. 

4. I’m going a cruise! I will miss y’all. A little bit. I’ll be away from worship for three Sundays, 

seeing Alaska and Hawaii and trying to not be seasick. I know you will be faithful about 

attending worship and supporting our worship team, our worship committee, and Nan as she 

leads you in worship. I’m so grateful for the opportunity to decompress and relax for a while, 

and I know you are grateful for Nan as she steps into this role. She’s really good at it – so y’all 

encourage her with your positive feedback! 
 

Don’t forget to sign up to be a liturgist, or for coffee fellowship, and drop by the adult class after 

worship and fellowship – bring your questions and your coffee cup and be part of the conversation. 

See you in church! 
 

Peace and Pumpkin Spice, 

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 

 

The air is crisp, trees are starting to give us a peek of their shimmering orange, bright 

gold, and blazing red leaves, crisp sweet apples tempt our taste buds, and pumpkins of 

all shapes and sizes are on display everywhere. Yup, we all know what that means. Fall 

is here and the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer are definitely behind us. It also means 

that Sunday school is back in session. WaHOO! 

 

This church school year, we are using a new curriculum called, Follow Me: Biblical Practices for 

Faithful Living.  This study continues to build on practices we here at FPC feel are truly important. 

We believe in lifelong learning and nurturing all ages as we grow in God’s love. Each learning 

opportunity focuses on something Jesus told his followers to do. During all our education time and 

time spent in worship, there will be ample opportunities for us to learn how to practice these actions 

as we go out into the world. This Sunday, we start the Make Peace unit. Here is the introduction to 

this unit: 

 

WHAT IS MAKE PEACE ABOUT? 

“Christians follow Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who called his followers to live into a new way of 

being. When we see injustice in the world, we are called to work for reconciliation, wholeness, and 

peace. In practical terms, we make peace when, instead of arming ourselves for battle (either 

figuratively or literally), we follow Jesus’ example by seeking to know and understand peace for 

ourselves, by stepping back in prayer or contemplation, by seeking to understand the lives and 

perspectives of others, and by being brave—even if that bravery sets us apart from the prevailing 

actions of the larger culture.” 

 

The children and I will hear stories of peace, we will create our own peaceful spaces, we’ll pray for 

peace, and we’ll sort out how to deal with conflict in our lives and the world. 

 

Here are a few questions we’ll wonder about: 

 

•What one thing could you do to bring more peace to our world? 

 

•If you had a magic wand, what would you change to bring peace? 

 

•Using your senses, think about how you experience peace. 

 

•How does peace Look? Feel? Sound? Taste? Smell? 

 

That’s a glimpse into Sunday morning classes for our kindergarten through fifth grade. I’ll close the 

way I started...Sunday school is back in session. WaHOO!! 

 

Peace, 

Nan 
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We meet after worship in the sanctuary 
for rehearsal.  

Got Questions?  

New Adult Class! 

Begins September 25 after 

Worship, Fellowship and Choir 

11:30-12:00 

Got questions? Perhaps you have questions about what you believe, or about what 

others believe. Maybe you just enjoy discussing ideas about faith, God, the Bible, 

Jesus, and the church in the world. This fall, we are starting a new adult learning 

opportunity. These intentional 30 minute conversations will be in the choir room on 

Sundays following morning activities. Each class will be a simple format: prayer, 

short video, conversation. That’s it. No homework, no preparation needed (though 

you can prepare, if you want!) Here are some of the questions we will explore! 

• Who wrote the Bible, God or humans? 2 Timothy 3:16 

• Is the Bible true? John 8:32; 18:37-38 

• Why does the Bible contradict itself at times? John 20:30-31 

• Is God male? Genesis 1:26a, 27; Isaiah 66:13; Matthew 23:37 

• Am I really supposed to believe Mary was a virgin? Isaiah 7:14 

• Why should I follow Jesus; can’t I just say I believe in him? Matthew 

4:18-20 

• Can someone lose their salvation? Romans 8:38-39 

• Can I be a Christian without going to church? Acts 2:43-47 
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 Can I Have Your Attention Please! 
Our Buddy Bag program is starting up again, and we are in 
need of donations! Single serving, shelf stable food (fruit 
cups, mac-n-cheese cups, granola bars, etc) can be brought 

to the church anytime. Or you can drop money to the church memo’d 
Buddy Bags! 

Rock River Hospice & Home Festival Of Trees Baked Goods Sale for 2022 

In the spirit of Jackie Williams, the Mission Committee would like to continue her work of 

supplying cookies from our congregation to the bake sale event being put on during the 

Festival of Trees. The bake sale, which benefits Rock River Hospice & Home, takes place 

from November 10 through November 20. The new location for the festival will be at 

Country Store located at 2 East 3rd St Sterling, IL (formerly home to Essex). 

We have been asked to make 30 dozen cookies. Any variety (ie: Christmas cookies, 

snickerdoodle, sugar, cut outs, oatmeal, peanut butter, thumb prints, chocolate chip, 

peanut blossoms with Hershey Kisses, etc). Cookies need to be in disposable container(s). 

No items containing cream or similar fillings or cream cheese frostings per the Whiteside 

County Heath Department. 

Mission Committee will have a cookie sign up sheet for your name and how many dozen you 

can make. 

Alice Reter is the Chair of Baked Goods. 

Please bring your cookies to church on Sunday 

November 13" Cookies will be delivered to the 

store on November 15" from 9:00-9:45. 

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Mission Committee 

Join us Saturday, November 

5th at Rock Falls First 

Christian Church.  

All are welcome. 

Any questions, please call 

815-626-7865 
 

Come. Celebrate. Pray. 
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 Weekly Devotions 
 

October 2—Know Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 9—Overcome Fear 

 
 

Theme  The practice of peace begins within – our inner peace. 

Text  Isaiah 11:1-9 The prophet describes a time when God restores peace. 

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers 

Context  Isaiah’s prophetic vision extends to a time that is not beyond this world but imagines a 

time within human reality in which all dwell in peach and nonviolence. 

Challenge  How does your inner peace (or lack of it) affect your outward action? 

Prayer  Sovereign of the world, creator of peace, grant us peace within so that we may bring 

peace to those without. Amen. 

Theme We cannot live in peace if we are filled with fear. When we take a step back, we can 

get a deeper perspective. 

Text Isaiah 2:2-4 The prophet’s vision is of warriors laying down their weapons, and 

beating their swords into plowshares. In Luke 1:46-55, Mary’s song is not in some 

far-off future, but in the present tense, describing what God has already done. 

Context Mary’s song invokes the dream of the peace Messiah brings, in a world beyond fear 

and difference, and world that can be, and is. 

Challenge How are you making manifest the dream of peace, and beating your own “sword” 

into a tool for cultivating peace? 

Prayer Holy One, when you send your messengers, you remind us: “Do not be afraid.” 

Help us to hear your message and work for peace in this world without fear. Amen. 
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October 16—Understanding Others 

 

 

 

 

 

October 23—Being Brave – Taking Risks for Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

October 30—Practice Generosity 

 

 

Theme  Peace is not possible unless we are willing to listen to others and understand who 

they are. 

Text  Matthew 15:21-28 A Canaanite woman confronts Jesus. 

Context  A “foreign” woman comes to Jesus seeking healing for her daughter, and he turns her 

away. But she is not taking no for an answer. 

Challenge  Do you think Jesus learned something new from this woman about who he was and 

what he was called to do? 

Prayer  O God you have told us to welcome the stranger. Help us to listen, to understand and 

to make the strangers into friends. Amen. 

Theme Peacemaking takes courage 

Text Genesis 32:1-33:11 

Context Jacob cheated his brother Esau out of their father’s blessing and the inheritance of 

the firstborn son. The last time they saw each other, Esau threatened to kill Jacob. 

Now they are about to meet again. 

Challenge What risks are you willing to take for peace? 

Prayer God of family and relationships, life in your light asks much of us. Help us to see 

your face in others, even those with whom we are uncomfortable. Amen.  

Theme  Jesus tells a story about a man who was generous to a stranger. 

Text  Luke 10:25-37 The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Context  Jesus has been asked, “who is my neighbor?” and he shares this story as an answer. 

Looking at this story through the lens of generosity may help us see the practice of 

sharing in a whole new light. 

Challenge  When is it difficult for you to be generous? How do you address that? 

Prayer  Generous God, you give us so much, and sometimes we are slow to share. Open our 

hearts and our hands and make us generous. Amen. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, 
Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, 
Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah 
Flint, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy,  Joan 
Velde, Judy Aggen, Nancy Weber 

October 

10/01 Loretta Densmore 

Peter Whiting 

10/04 Thomas Densmore 

 Donald & Melissa Vogel (A) 

10/05 Vincent Wren 

10/06 Deborah Haglund 

10/07 Lyle Muntean 

 Paul & Katrina Yemm (A) 

10/09 Clay & Janet Martin (A) 

10/12 Carrie McPherson 

Mary Snavely 

Michael & Kayla Hemminger (A) 

10/13 Glen Weatherwax 

10/14 Heather Finnicum 

 Donald & Meta Rastede (A) 

 Steve & Taylor Yemm (A) 

10/15 Lillian Brown 

Richard Davidson 

10/16 Darcie Knutsen 

10/17 Wanda Martens 

10/18 Sarah (Nesbitt) Peltier 

10/19 Catherine McPherson 

10/21 Alan Connelly 

Jim & Vicki Olson (A) 

10/22 Linda Weatherwax 

10/24 Ann Henderson 

10/27 Lynn Gallegos 

10/28 Connie Anderson 

10/30 Julie Yemm 

 
Little Free Pantry  
The Little Free 
Pantry on our 
church corner 
seems to be 
getting a lot of 
traffic. As you do 
your shopping, 
consider picking 
up a few non-
perishable items 

to put into the pantry for those 
who might need it. Canned tuna 
and chicken, peanut butter, 
canned fruit, shelf-stable milk, 
and cereal are a few items that 
might be welcome. 

An Update on Joan Velde: 

As you know, I've been having treatment for relapsed Non Hodgkin's Lymphoma.  T his 
treatment has not worked, and did not put me in remission. T here is a tumor that has continued 
to grow, causing a lot of pain. T he next step is to try another treatment, which will start 
soon.  I was so hoping for a remission like last time. I miss my church family so much, and 
enjoy the photos posted on Sundays, and look forward to our zoom Bible Study on 
Wednesdays.  Please keep me in your prayers!  
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

3 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

4 

6:00p-AA 

 

5 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

6 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

7 

11:00a-

SMART 

8 

9 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

10 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

11 

6:00p-AA 

 

12 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

13 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

14 

11:00a-

SMART 

15 

16 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

17 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

18 

6:00p-AA 

 

19 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

 

20 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

21 

11:00a-

SMART 

22 

23 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

24 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

25 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

26 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

27 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

28 

11:00a-

SMART 

29 

30 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

31 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

     

Office 
Closed 

Office 
Closed 


