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Dear Friends, 
 

Remember back in the day whenever someone would take a long trip, 

they’d come home and do a slide show of their travels? I wish I could show 

you slides and video of my trip in October. I traveled from Vancouver, 

Canada, through Alaska, across the Pacific, and around Hawaii. It was an 

amazing trip. I saw many beautiful sights and landscapes, from the old 

growth forests and glaciers of Alaska to the beach in Maui and the powerful 

surf on the north shore of Oahu. I met and talked with a lot of interesting 

people. One of the most interesting parts of my trip was the conversations I 

had with new friends when they discovered that I’m a minister. From basic 

questions about the Bible that they had always wondered about to deeply 

personal spiritual struggles, every person was eager to talk with me, to learn 

more, and to receive the assurance that they are loved by God. It reminded 

me of the importance of our mission in the world – to share the love of God 

with all people, everywhere. 
 

Sharing is the theme of our Stewardship Season this year. We will begin our consideration of the 

practice of generosity, considering how we can share resources, wisdom, power and justice with each 

other and the world. You’ll be receiving your letter and pledge card in the mail soon, and we will 

have a time of dedication of our pledges of time, talent, and resources in worship on November 20. 

November 6 will be a very special Sunday as our Worship Committee brings the service and the 

message. Don’t miss the chance to hear these talented people as they lead you in worship. 
 

The last Sunday of the month, November 27, is the first Sunday of Advent! It seems like it came 

around awfully fast this year! Our focus for Advent is “Go Tell” and we will be inviting some of you 

to share some of your own good news on videos to be used in worship and on our YouTube channel. 

Perhaps you’ll want to share some memories of Christmas, or what Christmas has meant to you over 

the years. If you were going to share the story of Christmas with someone, what story would you tell? 
 

Just a reminder: The Session has created a “masks only” section in the sanctuary for worship. People 

wearing masks may sit anywhere they like, but in the “masks only” section, everyone should wear a 

mask. Thanks for the way you have all been so careful of each other and so respectful of the decisions 

each person makes about masks and such. 
 

See you in church! 

Peace, 

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 

 
This month in Sunday School, we will be wondering about 

generosity. 
The Follow Me curriculum explains generosity this way: 

 

Generosity is love in action, our love for God and our love for neighbor. It 
is the practice of sharing what we have out of the abundance that God 

has given us and then providing for others from our resources, 

whatever those may be. This practice of generosity is one rooted in 

justice and concerned with all of humanity’s needs. It is a call to all 

Christians, young and old. We understand that Jesus’ ministry was a 

practice of generosity. In generosity, we care about our neighbor’s 

mind, body, spirit, and life in the community. 
  
The season of Stewardship and Thanksgiving is a perfect opportunity for us to teach 

generosity.  It’s a chance for us to remind our children that God has given us all gifts. Our 

responsibility is to share them to the best of our ability.   

 

This past Sunday, we invited the children to remember that God asks us to share what we 

have in any way we can. The children were eager to share their ideas on how they can be 

generous with their resources. It was delightful to listen to them talk about ways they could 

love their neighbor! Perhaps during this season of Stewardship and Thanksgiving, your 

family could make a list of ways to be generous, use these helpful ideas as talking points: 

 

 Names of people or types of people you could share resources with 
 Places where you could share resources 
 Items you could share from your own personal things 
 Actions you could share 
 Reason you share 

 

After you accumulate the list, take time to lift the ideas up in prayer. 
  
Peace, 
Nan 
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We meet after worship in the sanctuary 
for rehearsal.  

Got Questions?  

New Adult Class! 

Join us after Worship, 

Fellowship and Choir 

11:30-12:00 

Got questions? Perhaps you have questions about what you believe, or about what 

others believe. Maybe you just enjoy discussing ideas about faith, God, the Bible, 

Jesus, and the church in the world. This fall, we are starting a new adult learning 

opportunity. These intentional 30 minute conversations will be in the choir room on 

Sundays following morning activities. Each class will be a simple format: prayer, 

short video, conversation. That’s it. No homework, no preparation needed (though 

you can prepare, if you want!) Here are some of the questions we will explore! 

• Who wrote the Bible, God or humans? 2 Timothy 3:16 

• Is the Bible true? John 8:32; 18:37-38 

• Why does the Bible contradict itself at times? John 20:30-31 

• Is God male? Genesis 1:26a, 27; Isaiah 66:13; Matthew 23:37 

• Am I really supposed to believe Mary was a virgin? Isaiah 7:14 

• Why should I follow Jesus; can’t I just say I believe in him? Matthew 

4:18-20 

• Can someone lose their salvation? Romans 8:38-39 

• Can I be a Christian without going to church? Acts 2:43-47 
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 Can I Have Your Attention Please! 
Our Buddy Bag program is up and running, packing about 
150 lunches per week, and we are in need of donations! 
Single serving, shelf stable food (fruit cups, mac-n-cheese 

cups, granola bars, etc) can be brought to the church anytime. Or you 
can drop money to the church memo’d Buddy Bags! 

Rock River Hospice & Home Festival Of Trees Baked Goods Sale for 2022 

In the spirit of Jackie Williams, the Mission Committee would like to continue her work of 

supplying cookies from our congregation to the bake sale event being put on during the 

Festival of Trees. The bake sale, which benefits Rock River Hospice & Home, takes place 

from November 10 through November 20. The new location for the festival will be at 

Country Store located at 2 East 3rd St Sterling, IL (formerly home to Essex). 

We have been asked to make 30 dozen cookies. Any variety (ie: Christmas cookies, 

snickerdoodle, sugar, cut outs, oatmeal, peanut butter, thumb prints, chocolate chip, 

peanut blossoms with Hershey Kisses, etc). Cookies need to be in disposable container(s). 

No items containing cream or similar fillings or cream cheese frostings per the Whiteside 

County Heath Department. 

Mission Committee will have a cookie sign up sheet for your name and how many dozen you 

can make. 

Alice Reter is the Chair of Baked Goods. 

Please bring your cookies to church on Sunday 

November 13" Cookies will be delivered to the 

store on November 15" from 9:00-9:45. 

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Mission Committee 

Join us Saturday, November 

5th at Rock Falls First 

Christian Church.  

All are welcome. 

Any questions, please call 

815-626-7865 
 

Come. Celebrate. Pray. 
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 Weekly Devotions 
 

November 6—Practice Generosity—Share Wisdom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 13—Practice Generosity—Share Justice 

 
 

Theme  Sharing wisdom begins with receiving it from God, the source of all wisdom. 

Text  Deuteronomy 6: 4-9 Moses shares the wisdom of God’s law with the people. The sum-

mary is this:  love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your might. 

Context  Moses has received the law from God on Sinai, and now tells the people before they 

enter the promised land. He begins by saying “Now this is the commandment—the 

statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me to teach you…” and 

it is for “you and your children and your children’s children .” 

Challenge  How do you keep these words in your heart? 

Prayer  God, source of all wisdom, help us to share with all a love for you and neighbor. 

Amen. 

Theme God’s justice does not punish – rather, it restores and sets right. 

Text Luke 4:16-21 In Jesus’s first sermon, he names the core of his purpose: to bring good 

news to the poor; to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind; to set free those who are oppressed. 

Context Jesus is teaching in the synagogue and describes his mission with a quote from Isai-

ah. 

Challenge In what ways do you share justice in your daily life? 

Prayer O God, you have told us to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you. Help 

us to do ask you ask. Amen. 
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November 20—Practice Generosity—Share Power 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 27—Go Tell!—First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Theme  “Power at its best is love implementing the demands of justice, and justice at its best is 

power correcting everything that stands against love.” 

Text  Luke 18:18-23 Jesus speaks to a rich man about changing his life 

Leviticus 25:1-17 The description of Sabbath years and the year of jubilee. 

Context  In Leviticus, we find that part of the law is that cycles of time come for  rest, restora-

tion, forgiveness of debts and liberation of slaves. 

In Luke, Jesus meets a wealthy man. Many people came to Jesus seeking life, healing, 

and help. But not all of them were willing to listen to what he said. 

Challenge  How would practicing Sabbath and Jubilee create a sharing of power? 

Prayer  We try to rely on our own power and strength, O God, but we know that the power we 

share is the way we create your beloved community. Help us to be generous with re-

sources, wisdom, justice and power. Amen. 

Theme  Advent is a time for us to “go tell it on the mountain” and proclaim the good news. 

Text  Isaiah 9, Mark 1 

Context  The ninth chapter of Isaiah is generally heard on Christmas Eve; the prophet looks to 

the coming of the Prince of Peace. Mark’s gospel, the first gospel written, is the begin-

ning of the Good News 

Challenge  How would you summarize the good news? 

Prayer  Almighty God, you sent angels and other messengers to tell us the Good News. Help 

us to go tell others of your love and grace. Amen. 
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   Romans 15:13 

Our stewardship theme this year is “abounding in hope.” Our hope in 

Jesus Christ is not only for the world that is to come, but also for this 

world, the world we live in right now. First Peter 3 reminds us to always 

be ready to give an account of the hope we have within us, and one of the 

ways we testify to hope is through our faithful stewardship of Christ’s 

church. 

Be on the lookout for your Stewardship letter, coming to your mailbox! 

You’ll have the opportunity to make a faith-filled pledge for the 2023 

annual campaign, and also to be a part of the Fund for a Flourishing 

Future. Both the annual campaign and the Fund for a Flourishing future 

rely on your generosity to that we can continue in the work to which God 

has called us here in Sterling and across the world. We are excited about 

some new things God is doing in our congregation and we can’t wait to 

tell you about them. 

Stewardship 
2023: 

Abounding 
in Hope 
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RED POINSETTIAS 

Deadline to order is Sunday, November 6th. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

# of Poinsettia _________________________________________________________ 

In honor of __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the Glory of God ________________ 

I will keep my poinsettia _______________             I want to give my poinsettia to a shut-in ______________ 

Or call the office at 625-0452 to order. 

Poinsettias are $9.50 each. 

Good Morning Friends, 
 
I wanted to share with all of you that on November 18th, 
our Youth Group will be hosting a Family Fun Night! The 
idea behind this event is simply to have a good time! We 
will have something for all ages (old people included) 
from: crafts, board games, card games, and video 
games. We will have a simple meal of hot dog, chips, 

cookie, and drink. And to finish the night we will join in the sanctuary to 
watch a Christmas movie (concessions purchasable as well). Fees are low, 
and most activities are included. I wanted to extend an invitation to all of 
you and your churches. I'm attaching the flyer to this email. RSVP's can be 
sent via our website http://www.fccofsterling.com/events. RSVP is not 
mandatory, but will help when ordering supplies.  
 
Thanks All! 
Zack 
 
Rev. Zack Mapes 
Pastor 
First Christian Church of Sterling 
3400 6th Ave, Sterling IL 61081 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fccofsterling.com%2Fevents.&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0181a70944dd448541b608dab69c13a9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638023079075437849%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJ


  
11 

 

Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Phil Sinroll, Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, 
Mickey Gage, Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, 
Mary-Terrie Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah 
Flint, David & Beth Wright & baby Lucy,  Joan 
Velde, Judy Aggen, Nancy Weber 

November 

11/01 Benjamin Boze 

11/02 Jonathan Nesbitt 

11/03 Daniel Osborn 

11/04 Stephanie (Conklen) Porter 

11/07 Jennifer Jones 

11/12 Jack McConnell 

11/13 Barry Cox 

 Stephanie (Etter) Brall 

11/14 Kayla Hemminger  

11/15 David & Jillian Pease (A) 

11/17 Parker Dir 

Brian & Joyce Hochstatter (A) 

11/21 Judy Lowe 

11/22 Nicole Oberg 

11/25 Mary Jo Edge 

 Allison (Yemm) Repass 

11/27 Cayla Wolbert 

11/28 Nan Pashon 

 
Little Free Pantry  
The Little Free 
Pantry on our 
church corner 
seems to be 
getting a lot of 
traffic. As you do 
your shopping, 
consider picking 
up a few non-
perishable items 

to put into the pantry for those 
who might need it. Canned tuna 
and chicken, peanut butter, 
canned fruit, shelf-stable milk, 
and cereal are a few items that 
might be welcome. 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

6:00p-AA 

2 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

3 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

4 

11:00a-

SMART 

5 

6 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

7 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

8 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-Session 

 

9 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

10 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

11 

11:00a-

SMART 

12 

13 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

14 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

15 

6:00p-AA 

 

16 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

17 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

18 

11:00a-

SMART 

19 

20 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

21 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

22 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

23 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

 

24 

 

25 

11:00a-

SMART 

26 

27 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

28 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

29 

6:00p-AA 

 

30 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

   

Office Closed 


