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Dear Friends, 
 

This last newsletter of 2022 is filled with good news! There is so much 

happening in our church and community, and so many festive holiday 

events to be a part of! I want to highlight some of them for you, but first, a 

word about our theme for Advent and Christmas. Our theme this year is Go 

Tell! Proclaim the realm of God! We’ve invited several members of our 

community to share their own thoughts about Christmas and what this 

season has meant to them. For our Moment of Thanks, people who are part 

of the groups that meet in our church building will be sharing how their 

group gives them hope. We begin Advent on November 27 with a baptism. 

December 4 will be a celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and the choir will 

sing. And of course, we’ll share in the Christmas story with our children on 

December 11, as we all participate in sharing the good news as we GO 

TELL! The fourth Sunday of Advent will again bring the choir and we will consider the hope that we 

have in Jesus. We’ll also have a special prayer of dedication of pledges for 2023 as we look ahead to 

the new year as an outpost of hope. 
 

You won’t want to miss Christmas Eve this year, as we are back with our full traditional service of 

candlelight, communion, and carols. The sanctuary is beautifully “dressed” and we look forward to 

celebrating the birth of Jesus on Christmas Eve at 5:00 PM. Since Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this 

year, we will gather for worship at our usual time, but we’ll have cocoa, carols and a story – so wear 

your jammies if you want, and be comfy and cozy on the Lord’s Day! 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be part of a simple contemplative service, the Service of 

the Longest Night will be December 21 at 5:00 PM. Come join us, especially if you are feeling blue, or 

grieving, for a quieter service of lessons, carols and candles. The service will be led by several clergy 

from our partner churches and can be a source of light and comfort for many. It’s also a great 

alternative for those who can’t attend Christmas Eve services because of other commitments to work 

or family. 
 

The week following Christmas will be very quiet around here, but we’ll gather on Saturday, 

December 31, at noon, for a simple New Year’s Eve party. We’ll share some food and snacks, some 

stories and games, and some thoughts for the coming year. This will be for all ages and we hope 

you’ll drop by and join us between noon and 2:00. 
 

I’m writing this the day before Thanksgiving and reflecting on so much for which I am thankful. I’m 

especially thankful for all of you who make this ministry we share so meaningful. Let’s GO TELL 

everyone about the hope we have in Jesus! 

Peace, Christina 
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Hello Friends, 
 

This year, our Advent theme is Go Tell and I’m so excited for 

you all to experience this! WHAT DOES GO TELL MEAN? The 

introduction to our curriculum describes it this way: “Ever since 

the angels lit up the Bethlehem sky and sent the amazed 

shepherds to meet the baby, people whose lives have been 

touched by Jesus have been telling the story. Think about it: you 

know the story of Jesus because someone thought it important 

enough to share it with you.” We will be hearing Christmas memories from some of you and 

encouraging our children to share their memories during Sunday School time. 
 

A favorite memory of mine is of my mom's nativity set and a boy named Fred. Nativity sets come in 

all shapes and sizes and in all races. Mom’s was HUGE! The pieces were wooden, hand carved, and 

they were olive skinned. Mom lovingly set up the nativity in front of our picture window on a six 

foot table. Hay was scattered all over the table and lighting was strategically placed so anyone 

doing a driveby could see the entire Nativity scene. The nativity was the first Christmas decoration 

to be set up and the last to be put away. What’s interesting about this part of the story is that this 

was the only time during Advent that we talked about the true meaning of Christmas. My mom, 

who had been raised and schooled in the Catholic faith, had not attended church in years.  
 

My parents made Christmas magical for their four kids. Every year we’d make our lists and our 

parents made sure we got almost everything on those lists! Christmas morning, the living room 

would be filled with brightly colored packages, way too many to count! We thought Christmas was 

all about us. 
 

And then came the year we had a visitor. 
 

Mom worked at a boys group home and had met a boy who had nowhere to go for the holidays. So 

she brought him home with her. Fred was a quiet boy with a shy smile. I remember when he first 

walked into our house, he was so little. At first he tried to make himself invisible, tried to blend into 

the woodwork. That was hard to do in our house. My sister and brothers all wanted to play, and we 

had been instructed to include him in all our activities. And because it was Christmas, we knew 

we’d better listen up. Or else. My brothers took him around the neighborhood and introduced him 

to the gang. My sister and I played card games with him. Of all the things we did with him, Fred’s 

favorite thing was to play with the nativity set, but here’s the thing… NOBODY played with the 

nativity set. That was a big no-no. The first time he touched it, you could hear the sharp intake of 

everyone's breath, we just knew she was gonna blow! Instead, mom joined him and started to tell 

him the story of all the people that were around the baby Jesus. She told of the people who had 

traveled a far distance to be in that place at that time. And I think, because Fred was spending 

Christmas with a family he didn’t know, she talked about how all the strangers who came together 

and in that moment were family. 
 

On Christmas morning, we woke up at our usual crack of dawn time and went rushing downstairs 

to see what Santa had left for us. We couldn’t wait to tear into those presents. Fred  was 

overwhelmed and a bit awestruck at the piles of gifts. When the unwrapping was done and we 

(Continued on page 4) 
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were playing with our toys in a pile of shiny paper and bows, I looked up and Fred was driving his 

Hot Wheel car through the nativity scene. I remember quickly looking at mom just sure that this 

time he was gonna get it.  But nope, she was sitting there with that glazed over sappy look that 

parents have on Christmas morning. I wish I could say that all of us immediately ‘got it’, that we 

understood the gift that my parents were giving to Fred and to us. 
 

I can say that I do ‘get it’ now. I think about this during the Advent season. I think of Fred and my 

mom and the selfless lesson they taught me. I pray that we can all teach our children to welcome 

new people into their lives. I pray that we all take the time to slowly unwrap our gifts and not be 

afraid to enter into the Nativity scene, even if it's with a hot wheel car.  
 

Friends, this year we are going to help our children tell the story. During worship on December 

11th, we’ll all play a part in telling the story. Join us all through advent as we proclaim the Good 

News!  I hope that you all feel great joy as you reflect on the birth of the Christ child and the promise 

of love and light he brought to the world. 
 

Peace, 

Nan 

(Continued from page 3) 

Got Questions?  

New Adult Class! 

Join us after Worship, 

Fellowship and Choir 

11:30-12:00 

Got questions? Perhaps you have questions about what you believe, or about what 

others believe. Maybe you just enjoy discussing ideas about faith, God, the Bible, 

Jesus, and the church in the world. This fall, we are starting a new adult learning 

opportunity. These intentional 30 minute conversations will be in the choir room on 

Sundays following morning activities. Each class will be a simple format: prayer, 

short video, conversation. That’s it. No homework, no preparation needed (though 

you can prepare, if you want!) Here are some of the questions we will explore! 

• Who wrote the Bible, God or humans? 2 Timothy 3:16 

• Is the Bible true? John 8:32; 18:37-38 

• Why does the Bible contradict itself at times? John 20:30-31 

• Is God male? Genesis 1:26a, 27; Isaiah 66:13; Matthew 23:37 

• Am I really supposed to believe Mary was a virgin? Isaiah 7:14 

• Why should I follow Jesus; can’t I just say I believe in him? Matthew 

4:18-20 

• Can someone lose their salvation? Romans 8:38-39 

• Can I be a Christian without going to church? Acts 2:43-47 
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 Can I Have Your Attention Please! 
Our Buddy Bag program is up and running, packing about 
150 lunches per week, and we are in need of donations! 
Single serving, shelf stable food (fruit cups, mac-n-cheese 

cups, granola bars, etc) can be brought to the church anytime. Or you 
can drop money to the church memo’d Buddy Bags! 

Instant Advent from Sparkhouse! 

For many years, we’ve used Sunday School curriculum for children and youth 

from Sparkhouse. You can access the Sparkhouse YouTube channel anytime at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZbRM0U2uo9yzpnR3cmtgGg 

Your kids will recognize Otto, Ada and Gabe and Mimi. And of course, Jesus! 

Lots and lots of Jesus! 

This year, Spark has a special FREE Advent resource for children (and the 

young at heart). After November 27, the free online resource will be available, 

with daily. Here’a an excerpt from their publicity piece: 

“On November 27, the first Sunday in Advent in 2022, the Sparkhouse app 

will explode with lots of awesome stuff for the whole family. You will find daily 

devotionals, Bible readings, activity sheets, and specially remastered 

Sparkhouse Family Instant Advent Whirl videos featuring Otto and friends - 

One for EVERY day of Advent, including Christmas Day too!” Go to https://

sparkhousedevo.org/welcome to experience Advent with Spark! (And Otto!) 
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 Weekly Devotions 
 

December 4—Go Tell!—Break the Silence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 11—Go Tell!—Join the Chorus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme  Telling the good news may mean breaking the silence  

Text  Luke 1:1-25 The Birth of John the Baptist  

Context  The angel Gabriel visited Zachariah to tell him he and Elizabeth would have a child. 

Zachariah doubted, and was mute until his son was born.  

Challenge  How do you choose when to speak and when to be silent?  

Prayer  God, help us! Give us words to say and the voice to speak to share your good news 

with others. Amen.  

Theme  So many people shared the good news of the birth of Jesus! Mary, Joseph, the angels, 

the shepherds – let’s join the chorus!  

Text  Luke 2: 1-20 The story of the birth of Jesus  

Context  Singing, sharing, speaking, reading – all are ways to tell the story!  

Challenge  How will you join your voice with the chorus this Advent?  

Prayer  Amen.  
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December 18—Go Tell!—Your Hope  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 25—Christmas Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER – NO SERVICE ON JANUARY 1  

Theme  We are always ready to give an account of the hope we have in Jesus.  

Text  Luke 2: 8-20, 1 Peter 3:15-17  

Context  Just as the people in the gospel story were ready to tell how the birth of Jesus filled 

them with hope, we too should be ready to Go Tell!  

Challenge  If you had to sum up the Good News in a few sentences, what would you say?  

Prayer  Holy One, make us bold to share the hope we have in Christ. Amen.  

Theme  We gather for a worship service of cocoa, carols, and joy. Come as you are – slippers 

and pajamas are fine! – to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
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Longest Night Service 

December 21, 2022, 5:00 PM 

First Presbyterian Church, Sterling 

410 Second Avenue 

815-625-0452 

firstpresbyteriansterling@live.com 

 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.” 

In this festive season, many have warm memories of the past: of people we have loved, 

and events we have enjoyed. But sometimes this season brings sad memories, too. Amid 

the Christmas lights and music, we may feel that we have lost the spirit of Christmas 

forever. If we have suffered the loss of relationships, jobs, or health; if we are grieving 

the absence of someone we loved, if we simply find the winter months to be difficult for 

our mental health, all the merriment may make us feel even worse. The promise of 

Christmas is that in the birth of Jesus, God is with us. By God’s grace, we can know 

peace, hope, love and joy even in the darkest night. 

On the longest night of the year, First Presbyterian Church of Sterling will once again 

host a service of The Longest Night. Led by area clergy, this service is designed to help 

us lift up our hearts and entrust our lives to the God of grace. The service of the Longest 

Night will be held at First Presbyterian Church at 5:00 PM on December 21. There will be 

prayers, music, readings, Scripture, and silence. We will light candles to remind us that 

the love of God illuminates even the darkest night. Everyone is welcome to come. If you 

are already planning to come, invite a friend to come and share in the special 

celebration of hope in the midst of winter, and light shining in the darkness. 

First Presbyterian Church is at 410 Second Avenue, Sterling, IL. Handicap access ramp is 

just south of the main entrance on Second Avenue. The door has an automatic opener 

and is adjacent to the elevator. The Sanctuary is on the main floor. 

Our Christmas Eve worship combines all the 

wonder, joy and reverence of the Christmas 

season in one service at 5:00 PM on 

December 24. The service includes familiar 

carols and choir anthems, and beautiful 

instrumental music. You will hear once again 

the familiar story of the birth of Christ, and all 

who gather will receive the Lord’s Supper. Then, the light of candles fills the 

church as we begin to sing “Silent Night.” Carols, communion, and candlelight – 

the perfect start to your Christmas celebration. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, 
Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie 
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, David 
& Beth Wright & baby Lucy,  Joan Velde, Judy 
Aggen, Nancy Weber, Sye Dodson 

December 

12/2 John Haglund 

12/5 Cindy Rodriguez 

12/8 Dorothy Keperling 

 Diana Day-Schreiner 

12/10 George Mobarak 

12/11 Nancy Weber 

12/14 Rex Neff 

12/15 Carla Connelly 

12/17 Richard Aggen 

12/19 Karsten Oberg 

12/20 Nancy Newman 

12/22 Mary Amsbaugh 

 Eric Pease 

 Richard & Judy Aggen (A) 

12/23 John Austin Dick 

12/24 Gail Dancey 

 David Cangahuala 

12/27 Jacqueline Williams 

 Hannah Mobarak 

12/28 Jennifer Holloway 

12/31 Paizlee Peltier 

New Year’s Eve Party! 
Saturday, December 31 

12-2PM 
We’ll have some food and snacks (bring 
something to share!), some stories and 

games, and some thoughts for the coming 
year. This will be for all ages and we 

hope you’ll drop by and join us! 

Friends, 
How can I begin to thank you all for the kindness 
and love you shared with our family when we lost 
mom? Our family was showered with texts, cards, 
food, hugs, phone calls and so much more. You 
opened the doors of our church and extended a loving 
welcome for all who came to her memorial service. 
T hank you. Not only did you care for us personally, 
but also professionally. I am beyond grateful for 
those who stepped into my shoes (the shoes that 
were supposed to be covering for our vacationing 
Christina) and led worship. It took one phone call 
and Gail jumped into action.  
My mother, Leta Gallentine loved this church and the 
people in it. You may not have known her, but I 
talked about all of you often. She valued the 
friendships experiences and opportunities this church 
has gifted our family with. I am grateful that many 
of you knew her and shared your kindness and love 
whenever you saw her.  
My heartfelt thanks go out to you all.  
Peace, 
Nan 
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all 
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

2 

11:00a-

SMART 

3 

4 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday 

School  

11:00a-Choir 

2:00p-Recital 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

5 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

6 

6:00p-AA 

 

7 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

80 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

9 

11:00a-

SMART 

10 

11 

Children’s Program 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday 

School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

12 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

13 

6:00p-AA 

 

14 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

15 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

16 

11:00a-

SMART 

17 

18 

9:30a-Worship 

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

19 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

20 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

21 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

5:00p-Longest 

Night Service 

 

22 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

23 

11:00a-

SMART 

24 

5:00p-

Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 

9:30a-Worship 

 

26 

4:30-Mom’s 

 

27 

6:00p-AA 

 

28 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

29 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

30 

11:00a-

SMART 

31 

Office 
Closed 

Abounding in 
Hope 

Stewardship 
Sunday 

December 18  

Office Closed 


