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From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is 

admirable, focus your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, 

all that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. 

(Philippians 4:8) 
 

Dear friends, 

Happy New Year! We’ve made it through 2022! Somehow, after 2020 and 

2021, that feels like an accomplishment. We still haven’t exactly located the 

“new normal,” and honestly, I’m not at all sure we will know what that is 

until after it happens! Makes it kind of hard to think about resolutions for the 

coming year, doesn’t it? 
 

Honestly, I’m not very good with New Year’s Resolutions. If I do make them, or set goals, or something, 

I’ve forgotten them by the time February rolls around. I do pay attention to my annual Star Word, which 

will be coming soon. Last year my word was “serenity.” I paid attention to it, thought about it, and I’m 

not sure I was able to live it, but I did direct my attention that way. 
 

Psychology tells us that what we focus on, the things we give attention to, are the things that are most 

likely to shape, or even become, our reality. For example, if we focus on achieving monetary success by 

striving for greater recognition in our jobs, and we give attention to accomplishing the tasks that get us 

noticed and promoted, we are more likely to get the job promotion and raise we hope for. Or if we give 

extra time and attention to improving a skill, whether it be letter writing or pickleball or piano, we tend 

to get better at it! The same is true in our spiritual lives – when we focus our intentions around certain 

ideas or principles or behaviors, they are more likely to be central to our lives. You’ve seen this: happy 

people become happier; prayerful people get better at praying; loving people encounter more love 

around them. 
 

So rather than resolutions this year, I encourage you to think about your guiding principles, the practices 

and ways of being that you value most. Prayerfully consider what those are, and focus your attention on 

them. Write them on your bathroom mirror with permanent marker (you can wash it off when company 

comes) or print them and hang them over the kitchen sink, or make a photo of them to use as your 

phone’s screen background. 
 

For me (and this might change, but not much!) those guiding principles are love, hope and gratitude. 

Those, I think, will all work together within me to make me a better ambassador of Jesus Christ, the 

expression of love, the messenger of hope, and the reason for my gratitude. What will you write on your 

bathroom mirror this year? 
 

Peace (and love, hope and gratitude!), 

Pastor Christina 
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Hello Friends, 
 

 I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy.  I 

am happy because you have joined me in spreading the good news. You have done so from the first day 

until now.  
 

When I was considering how to write this letter, this verse, my favorite verse, came to my mind. “I 

thank my God every time I remember you.” It described how Paul felt about the Philippians, and it 

describes how I feel about all of you. Recently, I shared with Pastor Christina, the Christian Education 

Committee, and the Personnel Committee of my decision to retire at the end of May, 2023.  And now, 

it's time to share this decision with all of you as well. 
 

I think you all know that this decision did not come easily. It was not made lightly or quickly. I am a 

Presbyterian after all, and like a good Presbyterian, I formed many committees and held many 

meetings (in my head) and after much, much, much (do you get it?) prayerful consideration and 

discussion,  I made the decision that the time for me to step down has indeed arrived. 
 

I received my first paycheck from FPC in June of 2005. That means I have been serving this church for 

over 17 years! What a gift that has been to me. Walking next to your children and you during your 

faith formation has been an honor. My experiences learning and growing in God’s love with you has 

surpassed my wildest dreams.  You have all been active volunteers and partners in our faith 

journeys.  I could not have asked for more support, love, and care from a congregation.  
 

I’m certain that I’ll have opportunities to express my gratitude elsewhere, both publicly and privately. 

I expect many hugs and sharing of sweet memories. Speaking of sharing... I want you all to know 

what a privilege it has been to walk with you through so many great years here at FPC. It has been an 

honor to walk alongside  you through our many personal highs and lows, joys and sorrows, 

throughout the years. Those memories and the relationships made with all of you will be cherished 

and will always make my heart sing. 
 

At this time I am not retiring from my full -time job, because, well, Tim keeps reminding me that 

we’ve still got to pay the bills.   
 

So, what are the next steps for Christian Education? In the months ahead, the C.E. Committee will 

meet and consider what steps to take to continue to offer enriching, engaging learning opportunities 

for all our life-long learners. Please keep all who serve on our church’s committees in your prayers as 

they move forward, seeking God’s will and guidance.  
 

That said, I’ll close with what Paul went on to say to the Philippians:   
 

I pray that your love will grow more and more. And let it be based on knowledge and understanding. Then you 

will be able to know what is best. Then you will be pure and without blame for the day that Christ returns. You 

will be filled with the fruit of right living produced by Jesus Christ. All these things bring glory and praise to 

God. (1:9-11). 
 

And that is my prayer for you as well. 
 

Peace and with much love, 

Nan 
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 Weekly Devotions 
 

January 8—Baptism: Remembering Your Baptism 

 
 

January 15—Baptism: Crossing the Divide  

 
  

Theme Jesus’ baptism tells us that we too are beloved. 

Text Mark 1: 1-11 John the Baptist baptizes Jesus. 

Context The baptism of Jesus, and our own baptism, demonstrates the all-encompassing love and 
grace of God. 

Challenge In what ways do you remember your baptism, even if you were too young to remember the 
actual event? 

Prayer Loving God, you claim us in baptism and call us beloved. Then you call us and lay claim to 
our lives. Thank you! Amen. 

Theme  Jesus continues God’s work of crossing divides in bridging social, political, and religious barri-
ers in his ministry. 

Text  Exodus 14:10–31 is the story of the crossing of the Red Sea. 

Context  Crossing the Red Sea and the act of baptism are similar in that both events bear witness to 
God’s mighty acts that cross divides. 

Challenge  What is your role to play, and how are you doing with it? 

Prayer  Help us, O God, when we see divides and barriers, to see them as opportunities to reach out in 
your name. Amen 
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January 22—Baptism: Dying and Rising 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 29—Baptism: Honor the Body 

 
  

 

Theme  In baptism, we die with Christ and we rise to live with Christ. 

Text  Romans 6:3–11 unpacks the paradox of water and faith 

Context  We exemplify a new way of living in Christ. 

Challenge  In what ways have you died to an old life and risen to a new life? 

Prayer  God, in Jesus Christ you have raised us to new life – not in some future realm, but right now, 
today. Help us to live that way. Amen.  

Theme  In baptismal living, God’s people seek to live together in dignity, mutuality, and equality. 

Text  First Corinthians 12:12–31 explores the ways water and the Holy Spirit sustain the body and 
unite its distinct members into one. 

Context  The church in Corinth is divided; Paul calls them back to mutuality. Paul uses the baptismal 
symbol of water as a source of connection among the many different members of the body of 
Christ. 

Challenge  How does your baptism connect you to others? 

Prayer  God, in baptism you call us and claim us to live. Make our lives demonstrations of your love 
and connection. Amen. 
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Got Questions?  

New Adult Class! 

Join us after Worship, 

Fellowship and Choir 

11:30-12:00 

Got questions? Perhaps you have questions about what you believe, or about what 

others believe. Maybe you just enjoy discussing ideas about faith, God, the Bible, 

Jesus, and the church in the world. This fall, we are starting a new adult learning 

opportunity. These intentional 30 minute conversations will be in the choir room on 

Sundays following morning activities. Each class will be a simple format: prayer, 

short video, conversation. That’s it. No homework, no preparation needed (though 

you can prepare, if you want!) Here are some of the questions we will explore! 

• Who wrote the Bible, God or humans? 2 Timothy 3:16 

• Is the Bible true? John 8:32; 18:37-38 

• Why does the Bible contradict itself at times? John 20:30-31 

• Is God male? Genesis 1:26a, 27; Isaiah 66:13; Matthew 23:37 

• Am I really supposed to believe Mary was a virgin? Isaiah 7:14 

• Why should I follow Jesus; can’t I just say I believe in him? Matthew 

4:18-20 

• Can someone lose their salvation? Romans 8:38-39 

• Can I be a Christian without going to church? Acts 2:43-47 

February 5th: 
Coming to a church  

near you! 
Feel free to bring in soup or Chef  

Boy-Ar-Dee to the church anytime. 
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Please pray for:  
At Parkway Center - Bill Griswold 
At Resthave -  Ann Musgrove 
In the Service  - Brad Gericke, Brandon Shultz, 
Payton Lowe 
Prayers for - Jessie Witt, Barb Stern, Mickey Gage, 
Debbie Musgrove, Marlene Jennings, Mary-Terrie 
Snavely, Ron & Jackie Williams, Elijah Flint, David 
& Beth Wright & baby Lucy,  Joan Velde, Judy 
Aggen, Nancy Weber, Sye Dodson 

February 

02/03 Sarah Finnicum  

02/04  Brenda Roe 

02/05 Molly Pashon 

02/08 Thomas Gericke 

02/13 Tarah Brown 

02/14 Sherry & Norman Asbury (A) 

02/15 Lora Hott 

02/16 Sam Twining 

02/18 Tonia Day-Schreiner 

02/19 Bryan Etter 

02/24 Judith Aggen 

02/25 Ann Snider 

 Dave Lowe 

The flower chart is up! Sign up 
for a Sunday to provide flowers 
for the church. Bring them in 
yourself or we order from  
Behrz-Bloomz for $38. 

Mark Your  
Calendars 

Annual Meeting & 
Election of Officers 

January 29 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   4 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

5 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

6 

11:00a-

SMART 

7 

8 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday 

School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

9 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

10 

6:00p-AA 

 

11 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

12 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

13 

11:00a-

SMART 

14 

15 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday 

School  

11:00a-Choir 

1:00p-PFLAG 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

16 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

17 

6:00p-AA 

 

18 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

19 

8:00a-Men’s 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

20 

11:00a-

SMART 

21 

22 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday 

School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

23 

4:30-Mom’s 

6:00p-Cub 

Scouts 

 

 

 

24 

6:00p-AA 

6:30p-

Committee 

Night 

25 

10:00a-Bible 

Study on Zoom 

5:00p-SMART 

 

26 

6:00p-Youth 

Outlook 

7:00p-NA 

27 

11:00a-

SMART 

28 

29 

Annual Meeting 

9:30a-Worship 

10:30a-Sunday 

School  

11:00a-Choir 

6:00p-NA 

6:30p-Scouts 

30 

4:30-Mom’s 

 

31 

6:00p-AA 

 

    

Scouts 


